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4,520 direct election voters
removed from electoral roll

Due to mental incapacity, judicial ruling, death

Tony Wong

The Legislative Assembly Electoral
Affairs Commission (CAEAL) said yesterday
that since the beginning of this year, about
4,520 registered direct election voters have
been removed from the electoral roll due to
mental incapacity, judicial ruling, or death.

Speaking to reporters after chairing a
regular closed-door meeting of the commission
at the Public Administration Building on Rua
do Campo yesterday, CAEAL President Seng
Ioi Man pointed out that as of the end of last
year, 333,391 registered direct election voters
had been included in the electoral roll, slated
to be eligible to cast their ballots in the 2025
direct legislative election, which will take
place on September 14.

Macau’s direct and indirect Legislative
Assembly (AL) elections are held every four years.

For a direct legislative election held in a
particular year, permanent residents aged 18
or over who had been included in the electoral
roll as of the end of the previous year are
eligible to cast their ballots.

While the minimum age for casting one’s
ballot is 18, those who have reached the age of
17 are entitled to be included in the electoral
roll in advance. If they have reached the age
of 18 on polling day, they will then be eligible
to cast their ballots.

Seng also said yesterday that about 260
permanent residents aged 17 who had been
included in the electoral roll as of the end of
last year will not have reached the age of 18
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Legislative Assembly Electoral Affairs Commission (CAEAL) President Seng loi Man (3 from right) addresses yesterday’s press briefing at the Public

Administration Building, flanked by fellow commission members (from left to right) Louie Wong Lok I, Mak Kim Meng, Lai U Hou, Ng Wai Han, and Daisy Ho In Mui.

on polling day of the 2025 direct legislative
election, meaning that they will not be eligible
to vote this time.

Consequently, there will be a decrease
of about 4,780 direct election voters eligible
to cast their ballots on September 14 from
the 333,391 included in the electoral roll as
of the end of last year. In other words, Seng
noted, the total number of registered voters

eligible to cast their ballots in next month’s
direct election now stands at about 328,610,
pointing out that the number of eligible voters
would possibly drop a bit further as there are
still a few weeks left before polling day.
According to the Legislative Assembly
Election Law, three groups of individuals
are ineligible to vote in the direct legislative
election, namely those declared mentally
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incapacitated by a court ruling; those admitted
to psychiatric institutions due to insanity, or
declared insane by a panel of three doctors;
and those deprived of their political rights by
a court ruling. If those who have already been
included in the electoral roll fall into one of
the three circumstances, they will be removed
from the electoral roll.

Continued on p.6

Watchdog condemns Guinea-Bissau expulsion of Portuguese media

BISSAU — Reporters Without Borders
yesterday condemned Guinea-Bissau’s
expulsion of two major Portuguese news
outlets, calling the move a violation of the
“right to information” just three months
ahead of presidential elections.

The Portuguese-speaking west African
nation announced the expulsion of public
broadcaster RTP and newswire Lusa on
Friday, suspending their programming and
giving their staff until yesterday to leave the
country.

Their expulsion is “a flagrant violation of
pluralism and the right to information of the
people of Guinea-Bissau”, said the press freedom

watchdog, known by its French acronym RSF.
Guinea-Bissau gave no explanation for
the move, but RSF noted it comes ahead of
the country’s November election, whose date
was set by President Umaro Sissoco Embalé.
Embalé was sworn in for a five-year
term on February 27, 2020 after a disputed
election, but last February he sparked
political turmoil when he announced that
elections would not be held until November.
As of yesterday only local staff, who were
not told to leave the country, remained at the
outlets: “We are at our stations as usual, but we
are not reporting,” one of the journalists told AFP.
According to RSF, Prime Minister

Braima Camara said on Friday on the
sidelines of a meeting on the electoral
process that the outlets “must understand
that Guinea-Bissau is a sovereign country”.

When Embalé was asked about the
expulsions during a visit to Cape Verde on
Sunday, he told journalists the case “only
concerns Guinea-Bissau and Portugal”.

RSF said the move “sends a worrying
signal to all media professionals, which
could lead to self-censorship and undermine
the editorial quality of election coverage”.

Portugal’s foreign minister met with his
Guinea-Bissau counterpart for discussions
on Monday.

Radio and Television Portugal (RTP),
which comprises both the RTP television
and RDP radio stations, has already been
suspended by Guinea-Bissau on several
occasions.

In July its journalist Waldir Aratjo was
beaten by a group of unidentified individuals
who accused him and RTP of “tarnishing
Guinea-Bissau’s image abroad”, RSF said.

Among the world’s poorest countries and
with a reputation for rampant corruption,
Guinea-Bissau has laboured wunder a
succession of coups since independence
from Portugal in 1974, after an over decade-
long war of liberation. — AFP
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China, India agree to maintain Air Canada flight attendants end Brazil’s top court rules US laws do
momentum of bilateral ties strike after reaching ‘tentative’ deal : not apply to its territory

China and India have agreed to maintain momentum of Air Canada flight attendants ended their strike yesterday Brazil’s Supreme Court ruled on Monday that foreign
bilateral ties. The consensus came from talks on Monday : after reaching a tentative deal with the carrier, which said laws did not have jurisdiction in its country, after the United
between visiting Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his Indian ¢ it will work to restore full service for its 130,000 daily States used a law to sanction a judge on the court.
counterpart Subrahmanyam Jaishankar. — Story on p. 7 passengers. — Story on p. 11 — Story on p. 12
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Ada Lei

The Judiciary Police (PJ) sepa-
rately arrested a local man and a man
from the Chinese mainland on Mon-
day for engaging in illegal currency
exchange activities, PJ spokesman
Leng Kam Lon said during a special
press conference yesterday.

Leng identified the local as a
33-year-old male surnamed Lok
who claimed to be jobless.

According to Leng, PJ officers
on patrol in a hotel in Nape
witnessed Lok engaging in an illegal
currency exchange deal with a male
gambler. Lok displayed a QR code
to the gambler and then handed over
chips worth HK$10,000. The police
separately intercepted both Lok and
the gambler in the hotel.

Leng noted that they agreed to
exchange HKS$10,000 for 9,400
yuan. The police seized a mobile
phone, HKS$32,000, and 8,800

The Macau Post Daily

patacas in cash from Lok, along
with HK$6,000 in chips from the
gambler. Under questioning, Lok
admitted to having engaged in
illegal currency exchange activities
since mid-July, claiming to have
earned a total of 18,000 yuan.

In a second case, Leng identified
the mainland suspect as a 34-year-
old man surnamed Wang who told
the police that he is jobless.

According to Leng, PJ officers
on patrol in a casino in Cotai saw
Wang approaching a female gambler
to offer an illegal currency exchange
deal. They agreed to exchange
9,370 yuan for HKS$10,000 in
chips. Wang displayed a QR code
for the gambler to transfer the
money, after which she took the
chips to gamble. The police later
intercepted them separately in the
casino. Under questioning, Wang
admitted to having engaged in

2 local men lose HK$2.64 million
in investment scams: police

Ada lei

Two local men have separately
fallen victim to online investment
scams, resulting in a total loss of
HK$2.64 million (2.72 million
patacas), Judiciary Police (PJ)
spokesman Leng Kam Lon said during
a regular press conference yesterday.

According to Leng, a middle-
aged local man joined a stock
investment group on Facebook in
May, where he met someone online
claiming to be an “investment
expert” who taught him how to
invest in stocks. The “expert” also
provided the victim with a link to an
“investment platform”.

Leng noted that the victim
opened an account on the
platform and completed real-name
verification. Between July 15 and
August 4, he transferred a total of
HK$2.6 million into his investment

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman Leng
Kam Lon looks on during yesterday’s
regular press conference.

- Photo: Ada Lei

account. Within a few days, the
platform showed a purported profit
exceeding HK$10 million.

However, when the victim
attempted to withdraw the “profit”
last Wednesday, the platform refused
the request, claiming that he needed
to pay a “settlement fee” of HK$1
million. After requesting a refund, the
victim lost contact with the “expert”,
and he could no longer log into his
investment account. Realising he had
been scammed, the victim reported
the total loss of HK$2.6 million to the
police on Monday.

In the other case, Leng said, a
young local man came across an
advertisement for Al stock analysis
on Facebook and met someone
online who offered to help him open
an investment account. This person
provided a link to an “investment
site” and guided the victim to
register on the platform. The victim
later transferred HK$40,000 into a
designated bank account.

Afterwards, the platform
displayed profits of several thousand
Hong Kong dollars. However, that
person requested an additional
HK$200,000 under the pretext
of “applying for new shares” and
threatened a 20 percent penalty if
the victim did not comply. When the
victim refused and asked for a refund,
he lost contact with that person.
Suspecting he had been scammed, he
reported the total loss of HK$40,000
to the police also on Monday. B
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Macau Weather

CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY
INTERVALS.

A FEW SHOWERS AT FIRST,
FORCE 3 TO 4 SOUTHERLY
WINDS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL
RANGE BETWEEN

70% AND 98%. ;’)
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Source: SMG |

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded local
suspect to a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape
yesterday.

illegal currency exchange activities
since July, earning HK$120 for
every HK$10,000 exchanged, with
a total profit of HK$35,000. The
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Police bust 2 illegal currency exchange dealers
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police seized two mobile phones,
HK$27,700 in chips and HK$47,000
in cash from Wang.

The suspects in both cases

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded mainland suspect
to a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.

- Photos: Ada Lei

were transferred to the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP) yesterday,
each facing an illegal currency
exchange charge. m

Gongbei Customs seizes 2,400 cigarettes,
26,260 fake ‘Labubu’ items

Armindo Neves

Zhuhai  Gongbei  Customs
announced in a statement yesterday
that its officers separately seized
2,400 cigarettes and 26,260 items
violating the intellectual property
rights of the Chinese mainland’s
POP MART brand.

On August 10, customs
officers at the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
Macao Bridge Zhuhai checkpoint
noticed a double plate vehicle with
abnormal images when passing
through the X-ray machine.

A follow-up inspection revealed
12 cartons totalling 2,400 cigarettes
of the “Double Happiness” (=)
brand in a compartment hidden in
the car door panel.

Gongbei Customs reminded
the public that tobacco products
are restricted items for entry into
the Chinese mainland. According
to relevant regulations, frequent
border crossers (those entering the
mainland more than once within
15 days) are allowed a duty-
free allowance of 40 cigarettes
(including heated cigarettes), or two
cigars, or 40 grams of pipe tobacco
each time they enter the mainland.

Meanwhile, Zhuhai Gongbei
Customs announced in a separate
statement yesterday that its officers
at the delta bridge had recently
busted a smuggling case involving
bogus “Labubu”* products from
POP MART, totalling 26,260
items that violate the intellectual
property rights of the Chinese
mainland’s POP MART brand.

At night on July 14, customs
officers at the delta bridge Zhuhai
checkpoint outbound freight inspec-
tion site noticed a lorry displaying
abnormal images through the X-ray
check. A follow-up inspection
revealed plush toys marked with
the “POP MART” brand logo,
containing 26,260 items.

Customs officials have
meanwhile confirmed with the
copyrights holder that the plush
toys were using the “POP MART”

logo  without  authorisation,
violating trademark rights and
intellectual copyrights. The rights
holder has requested that Gongbei
Customs protect the brand’s IP.

In the statement, Gongbei
Customs reminded the public that,
according to the “Customs Law of
the People’s Republic of China”,
importers, exporters, and their
agents must accurately declare the
intellectual property (IP) status
of goods to customs and submit
relevant certification documents.
Goods that infringe intellectual
property rights protected by
[mainland] Chinese laws and

regulations will be confiscated
and may incur fines; if a crime has
been committed, criminal liability
will be pursued. B

*The popular Labubu plush
toys, which have become collectible
items, are often sold in blind boxes
(also called mystery boxes or black
boxes), where the exact design the
buyers get is random unless they
buy a full case or identify them
by weight or feel. POP MART is a
leading mainland Chinese designer
toy and collectibles brand that has
gained global popularity for its
trendy blind box figures and art
toys. — DeepSeek
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This undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai Gongbei Customs yesterday
shows 12 cartons containing 2,400 cigarettes from the mainland Chinese brand
“Double Happiness” (% =), seized by customs officers at the Zhuhai checkpoint
of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge on August 10.
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This undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai Gongbei Customs yesterday

shows 26,260 counterfeit Labubu plush toys marked with the “POP MART” brand
logo seized by customs officers at the Zhuhai checkpoint of the Hong Kong-

Zhahai-Macao Bridge on July 14.
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Short film fest aims to foster exchanges between local,
int’l ilmmakers: IC chief

Armindo Neves

Galaxy Entertainment Group
(GEG) Macao and the Macau Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC) co-hosted a press
conference at Galaxy International
Convention Centre in  Cotai
yesterday to announce that this
year’s short-film festival “will get
off the ground next month.

“This festival aims to foster
exchanges between local and
international  filmmakers,” IC
President Deland Leong Wai Man
said in a speech.

The 2™ Galaxy Entertainment
Group Macao International Shorts
Film Festival will be held from
September 14 to 21.

Leong pointed out that the
government has rolled out training
and funding schemes for audiovisual
talent, incentivised international
productions to film in Macau, and
enhanced the city’s cultural profile,
progressively  establishing  the
festival as a worldwide platform
for visual storytelling. She revealed
that the festival’s budget stands at
around 2.1 million patacas, with

around 2,000 tickets going on sale
on September 5.

GEG Public Relations Corporate
Social ~ Responsibility — Assistant
Vice President Annie Loi Sin Kei
noted that GEG, as a co-organiser,
would provide the festival with
professional ~ screening  venues
through its “Galaxy Cinemas” arm,
while hosting workshops, panel
discussions, and masterclasses
to foster industry exchange
and advance cultural tourism
integration.

The festival will focus on five
major programmes, comprising
“Macao Shorts”, “New Voices from
Horizon”, “Director in Focus”,
“East Asia Panorama”, and “Special
Screenings”.

According to Nicosia Lok
Fai, who acted as the master
of ceremonies at the press
conference, the festival features
an opening ceremony and a raft
of screenings, industry events and
masterclasses, workshops, and a
closing and awards ceremony. The
masterclasses’ “Director in Focus”

IAS launches‘Macau Sign
Language Glossary Bank’

This undated and unlocated handout photo provided by the Social Welfare
Bureau (IAS) shows yesterday’s meeting introducing its online “Macau Sign
Language Glossary Bank”.

Armindo Neves

The Social Welfare Bureau
(IAS) announced in a statement
yesterday the official launch of
its online “Macau Sign Language

Glossary Bank”.
According to the statement,
the website marks a new

milestone in the localisation and
standardisation of Macau’s sign

language.
The online sign language
database, the statement said,

was established by the Chinese
University of Hong Kong Sign
Linguistics and Deaf Studies Centre,
commissioned by the bureau. It
aims to advance the standardisation
of Macau Sign Language, preserve
local sign language heritage, and
promote social inclusion.
According to the statement,
Macau is home to approximately
6,350 hearing-impaired individuals,
or 0.9 percent of the population,
for whom sign language serves as
a primary channel for accessing
information and  participating
equally in civil society. In alignment

with the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities, the
government is actively fostering
an environment conducive to sign
language acquisition, promoting
public awareness of deaf linguistic
identity, and creating conditions for
the full social integration of the deaf
community, the statement said.

The database, that statement
said, was developed with the
assistance of Macau’s deaf
community, who contributed to the
collection, analysis, and integration
of local sign language data. Users
can search for instructional video
demonstrations of commonly used
Macau Sign Language vocabulary
and its variants through multiple
methods, including  thematic
categories, initial handshapes, or
text input. Detailed information
on the usage patterns of these
lexical variations across different
age groups within Macau’s deaf
community is also provided.

Readers may access the
database via the following link

https://macslbank.ias.gov.mo/tc/ ®

invitee is Nobuhiro Yamashita.
Nobuhiro Yamashita*, accord-
ing to the press conference, is a
renowned Japanese independent
filmmaker who captures youth and
daily life with humour. He debuted
with “Hazy Life” (1999) and gained
recognition as a leading new-gen-
eration director. His works includ-
ing “Linda! Linda!” (2005) and
“A Gentle Breeze in the Village”
(2007) earned major accolades.
In 2024, his first animated feature
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Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man (sixth from right), Galaxy Entertainment Group

GALAXY-ENTERTAINMENT GROUP
_-MACAO INTERNATIONAL \,
SHORTS FILM FESTIVAL \

was selected for Cannes’ Directors’
Fortnight, showcasing his evolving
creativity.

According to a statement by the
co-organisers, the closing ceremony
will be held on September 20,
followed by an awards presentation.
The awards will be granted in
categories  representing  three
major areas, namely “Official
Competition”, “Macao Shorts” and
“East Asia of Tomorrow”. B

* Born in Aichi Prefecture in
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1976, Nobuhiro Yamashita is a
key figure in the Japanese “Slow
Cinema”  or “Unexpectedly-
Humdrum” movement, known for
naturalistic, and
often deadpan humorous portrayals
of the mundane lives of young
people. His work offers a unique
and poignant look at modern
Japanese life, finding profound
beauty, humour, and humanity
in its quietest and most ordinary
moments. — DeepSeek
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(GEG) Macao Public

Relations Corporate Social Responsibility Assistant Vice President Annie Loi Sin Kei (sixth from left) and 10 local directors
shortlisted for “The 2" Galaxy Entertainment Group Macao International Shorts Film Festival” pose during yesterday’s press
conference at Galaxy International Convention Centre about the upcoming film-fest.

Comic exhibition opens 2" week at FRC Gallery

Khalel Vallo

The Rui Cunha Foundation
(FRC) is hosting its annual
exhibition “APMCACE Comics
2025 + Hong Kong Machines” until
August 23, featuring artworks by
renowned Hong Kong artist Felix Ip
(BEET), the foundation said in a
statement last week.

Co-organised by the Association
of Promoting Macau Comics and
the Animation Cultural Exchange
(APMCACE), the exhibition is
presented in two parts. The first
week, held from August 12 to 17,
featured “Comics 20257 with

around 30 new works by five local
artists: Leung Wai Ka (%),

Nasu (/i f/+ *), Vincent Ho (il
7KES), Yeung Siu (i /), and ST.

Starting yesterday, the second
week exhibits replaced the earlier
works with about 30 pieces by Ip,
former creative and movie director
for Imagi Animation Studios and
Unicorn Animation Studios. The
opening ceremony took place
at 4 p.m. yesterday, with Ip in
attendance.

Curated by APMCACE
President Howard Chan ([BJk$%),
“Hong Kong Machines” highlights
Ip’s career as a comic artist,
illustrator,  animation  director,
and art designer. According to
the statement, Ip’s works include

Zentrix, Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles, Astroboy, and Monkey
King Reloaded. His martial arts
novel adaptation “Blood and Steel”
won the Best Adult Comic Golden
Dragon Award in 2012, while
his 2019 artbook HongKong
Machines 1 earned the Best
Artbook Award in the Asia Pacific
Animation & Comics category.

The exhibits, which are copies of
the originals, are for sale, according
to the foundation. Opening hours are
Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to
7 p.m. and Saturday from 3 p.m. to
7 p.m. at the FRC Gallery, Avenida
da Praia Grande, No 759, Luen Pong
Bldg.,with free admission. m

This photo taken yesterday shows some of the exhibits done by Felix Ip at the Rui Cunha Foundation (FRC) gallery on Avenida da
Praia Grande, one of them featuring the Ruins of St Paul’s.

- Photos: Khalel Vallo
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presents original

production Caretaker in Guangzhou

Interview by William Chan

Macau’s original production “Caretaker” — a fusion
of music, illustration, and theatre — was performed at
Guangzhou’s Yun Theatre this Saturday and Sunday.
Blending drama, music, and movement, the work is based
on real-life stories, using art to trace the lives of caregivers
and spark deeper reflection on the issue of long-term care.

“Caretaker” is produced by local art company Pierian
Spring* and draws from five years of in-depth interviews
conducted by Comuna de Pedra, collecting firsthand
experiences from community caregivers. The show is a
collaboration of a 15-member creative team, combining
narrative theatre, pop music, and visual design to create a
richly layered stage language.

This run is directed by seasoned Playback Theatre**
facilitator Debbie Tai (325 %), with drama therapist Jojo
Lam (#K5KJik) as co-creator, producer, and performer. The
production places special emphasis on physical theatre to
express the emotions and struggles of caregivers, inviting
audiences to experience the inner worlds of those who give
care through a blend of movement and music.

Tai and Lam reflected that over the past five or six years,
through Playback Theatre, the team had entered the lives
of caregivers — social workers, nurses, family members
— the quiet figures who support others while rarely being
noticed themselves. They added that these stories were not
just personal but intertwined with duty, emotion, and the
systems everyone lives within, forming a web that revealed
the deeper layers of society and the invisible threads that
connect people.

“These interviews weren’t just research; they became
emotional archives — our script and our emotional map.
Through theatre, we hope that caregivers can see themselves
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on stage, hear each other’s voices, and feel seen, heard, and
supported,” Tai said, “Caretakers are physically exhausted,
but it’s their belief that keeps them going.”

Tai emphasised that the team has always believed in
a mixed cast, with professional performers sharing the
stage with people who have actually lived the stories. She
considered this not just a stylistic choice but a creative
philosophy, saying that stories about caregiving should
be told by those who truly experience it and performed by
those willing to listen wholeheartedly.

Tai described working closely with actors and musicians,
all of whom spoke of their own experiences with caregiving
— sometimes as providers, sometimes as recipients of care.
Through these exchanges, perspectives shifted, and the
group realised that they were not just performers but also
participants and witnesses, re-examining their own lives
through the lens of care.

Performance reaction

Tai cited a moment from a 2022 performance when a
caregiver had to leave halfway through, apologising as they
rushed out because they needed to feed someone upstairs.
Tai said that moment struck her deeply, as it showed that
caregivers’ time was constantly fragmented and that simply
being present at the theatre was already an act of courage
and trust. She felt every moment given to them was precious.

“After each performance, we took a quiet moment to
listen - to really hear what the audience leaves behind. One
caregiver once whispered as they were leaving, ‘I don’t
know how to say it, but there’s so much inside me.” That
line stayed with me,” Tai said.

Tai noted that some audience members in Guangzhou
challenged them, saying that the title “Caretakers™ felt

too blunt, too exposed, as viewing their own vulnerability
on stage can be uncomfortable. “Nonetheless, it’s exactly
the space we want to reach. The emotions that get buried,
ignored, or quietly endured - they deserve a voice,” Tai said.

Lam noted that post-performance, through the use of
online chat groups, they gathered mixed reactions from the
audience. “As the topic of caretaking is quite universal -
even our performers have related experiences - it is easy
to create sympathetic responses. Guangzhou and Macau
also share similar cultural backgrounds, creating much
resonance in terms of Chinese cultural issues.”

“One audience member, a person in recovery, praised
the performance for accurately presenting the truth with a
powerful and beautiful stage performance, while some felt
the show romanticised caregivers too much, as real-life care
isn’t always so saintly. We welcome and acknowledge all
reactions, as care is complex. It’s not just soft and noble -
it’s exhausting, messy, and full of contradictions. There’s
light and shadow, grace and grit,” Tai said.

* The literal Pierian Spring is located in Pieria, a
region in ancient Macedonia, just north of Mount Olympus
in Greece. This area was considered the homeland of
the Muses. In Greek mythology, the Muses were the nine
goddesses who presided over the arts and sciences (like
poetry, history, music, and astronomy). They were the
source of inspiration for all artists, poets, and thinkers.

To “drink from the Pierian Spring” means to deeply and
earnestly seek out learning, to be inspired by the arts, and
to cultivate one's mind. - DeepSeek

**Playback Theatre is a form of improvisational theatre
where audience members share personal stories, which are
then enacted on the spot by the performers. — DeepSeek

Comuna de Pedra hosts original production
Caretaker Guangzhou’s Yun Theatre on Sunday.
— Photos provided by Comuna de Pedra
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UM Health Sciences Summer Camp aims to inspire
secondary students to explore biomedical research

Khalel Vallo

The Faculty of Health Sciences
(FHS) at the University of Macau
(UM) hosted two sessions of its
Health Sciences Summer Camp,
drawing over 70 senior high-school
students from 36 Macau schools
to engage in hands-on biomedical
learning and research activities,
according to a statement from the
public university yesterday.

The first session took place from
July 30 to August 1. The second was
held from August 6 to 8.

The on-campus camp adopted
interactive teaching methods, with
FHS faculty and students guiding
participants through the latest
biomedical knowledge, research
skills, and experimental techniques,
the statement noted.

At the opening ceremony,
Assistant  Dean  Di Lijun

encouraged students to make the
most of the camp to develop their
interest in health sciences, while
Associate  Prof. Terence Poon
Chuen Wai introduced the faculty’s
recent  research  achievements
and explained the fundamentals
of biomedical sciences and their
applications, according to the public
university.

This year’s programme, themed
“BIO-Detective”, included topics
such as genetic mapping and
experimental animal models. The
statement added that participants
conducted practical experiments,
gaining valuable skills in using
pipettes, handling sterile samples,
and exploring model organisms
such as zebrafish*. Students also
learnt about cutting-edge research
areas, including fluorescent proteins
and bioinformatics.

‘Slava’s Snhowshow’ returns
to Macau with 3-day run at
2"d MICAF

This undated and unlocated handout photo provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(ICM) shows a previous “Slava’s Snowshow” performance.

Kristina Vallesteros

“Slava’s Snowshow” will be
returning to Macau as a highlight
of the 2% Macao International
Children’s Arts Festival (MICAF),
according to a statement provided
by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
yesterday.

The clown show, conceived by
master clown and founder of the
Clown Theatre Academy, Slava
Polunin*, will run from August
22 to 24 at the Macau Cultural
Centre’s (CCM) Grand Auditorium.
The statement noted that the
performance uses physical artistry,
poetry, and circus elements to create
a magical winter world with giant
balloons and falling snow, offering
a non-verbal spectacle for all ages.

Meanwhile, another featured
show, the family choir musical
“Whispering Zodiac: The Chinese
Zodiac Choral Concert”, will be
performed on August 30 by students
from the Macao Conservatory, the
statement said.

The statement added that the
“MICAF Fun Day” Arts Carnival
will take over the CCM Plaza
for two consecutive weekends,

August 22 to 24, and 29 to 31. The
statement said the free-admission
event will feature a 10-metre-high
inflatable installation, a “foam
party”, a water party, workshops,
game stalls, and various interactive
performances.

A “Talent Show” has been added
to this year’s edition, allowing
children to showcase their talents.
Registration for the “Talent Show”,
“Backstage Adventure”, “Water Fun
Party” and “Foam Party” opens on
August 20 via the festival’s official
website.

Tickets for the paid performances
are on sale through Enjoy Macao
Ticketing, with special family and
children’s  packages available,
added the statement. ®

*Slava Polunin, born in 1950,
is a Russian performance artist,
director, and clown, celebrated
worldwide for creating a unique
poetic and  visually  stunning
language of contemporary
clowning. He is best known as
the creator of the iconic stage
persona “Asisyai” and the globally
acclaimed  spectacle  “Slava'’s
Snowshow.” — DeepSeek

The statement noted that Lui
Hong Man, from Colégio Diocesano
de Sdo José 6, said that the camp
improved her research skills and
deepened her understanding of
zoology, while Chan Hok Hin,
from Pui Ching Middle School,
said the programme strengthened
his interest in bioinformatics and
inspired him to pursue further study
in related fields.

FHS has organised summer
camps for several consecutive
years, offering students a platform
to explore biomedical sciences
and cultivate their passion for
scientific research, the statement
concluded. m

* Zebrafish are small, striped
tropical fish that are commonly
used in scientific research to study
genetics and human diseases —
DeepSeek

This undated handout photo provided by the University of Macau (UM) shows UM
Health Sciences Summer Camp participants conducting an on-campus experiment.

UM research team develops new method
to accelerate cell therapy

Khalel Vallo

The University of Macau
(UM) announced in a statement
yesterday that a research team
has developed a novel engineered
cell culture system based on the
physicochemical principle of phase
separation, significantly shortening
the time required for activating
immune cells.

Led by Prof. Wang Chunming
from the Institute of Chinese
Medical Sciences (ICMS) and
the State Key Laboratory of
Mechanism and Quality of
Chinese Medicine, the team
designed a system using two
biocompatible  polymers  —
polyethylene glycol (PEG)* and
dextran (DEX)** - to form an
aqueous two-phase system, the
statement noted.

This method, according to

the statement, enriches activating
factors around cells at higher
concentrations than conventional
systems, rapidly inducing desired
cell phenotypes. Tested on
macrophages*** and T cells****,
the approach reduced activation
time by up to 80 percent and
increased target gene expression
tenfold, the statement said, as
the study further showed that
encapsulating cells in this phase-
separation environment enhanced
key protein processes in immune
activation through clear and
controllable mechanisms.

As the system is based on two
inexpensive and safe biomaterials
already approved by regulatory
agencies in multiple countries, it
holds strong potential for clinical
translation, the statement said,
adding that the findings, recently

This undated handout image provided by the public university yesterday shows
the development of a novel aqueous two-phase system for large-scale cultivation

and rapid activation of therapeutic cells.

published in Cell Biomaterials, a
sibling journal to the international
journal  Cell, have already
prompted a collaboration with
a clinical research centre in the
Guangdong-Hong  Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (GBA)

The statement highlighted that
the co-first authors are Li Yuwei,
a master’s graduate from UM
ICMS, and Wang Anheng, a
postdoctoral researcher at ICMS,
with significant contributions from
Associate  Prof. Massimiliano
Galluzzi (Shenzhen University),
Dr Jordi Esquena (Institute
of Advanced Chemistry of
Catalonia, Spain), and Prof. Dong
Lei (Nanjing University).

The statement added that
the project was funded by
Macau’s Science and Technology
Development Fund and the public
university.

The full version of the research
article can be accessed at: https:/
www.cell.com/cell-biomaterials/
fulltext/S3050-5623(25)00168-0. m

* Polyethylene glycol (PEG)
is a common, harmless substance
used to thicken, soften, or hold
moisture in  many medicines,
cosmetics, and foods. — DeepSeek

** Dextran (DEX) is a sugar
molecule made by bacteria, used
in medicine as a volume expander
to treat shock from blood loss. —
DeepSeek

***  Macrophages are large
white blood cells that act as the
body’s “clean-up crew,” eating
and digesting harmful bacteria,
dead cells, and other foreign
invaders. — DeepSeek

*¥F¥% T cells are a type of
white blood cells that act as the
“managers” of the immune system,
directly attacking infected cells
and directing other immune cells
to fight off threats. — DeepSeek
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SJM talent dev’t programme
welcomes inaugural student cohort
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Rui Pastorin

SIM  Resorts welcomed 64
students from the inaugural cohort*
for its “Forge My Own Journey”
Development Programme during
an activation ceremony held at
Grand Lisboa Palace (GLP) in
Cotai on Monday.

The talent development
programme, recently launched
in conjunction with the Macao
University of Tourism (UTM),
received applications from over
150 students from local secondary
schools, with 64 candidates chosen
after a detailed evaluation process,
according to a statement from the
integrated resort operator yesterday.

The statement said that students,
after graduating, will be “awarded
a bachelor’s degree in Hotel or
Tourism Management from UTM,
with the four-year tuition fee
sponsored by SJM”, as well as
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having the option to pursue careers
with the integrated resort operator.
The programme is geared towards
“nurturing a new generation of
professionals to support Macau’s
growth as a World Centre of Tourism
and Leisure”, the statement added.

In her speech delivered via
video link at the ceremony, which
was attended by over 100 people,
SIM Managing Director Daisy
Ho Chiu-fung was quoted by the
statement as saying: “Through
our paid internships in various
departments, including Hotel
Operations, Food and Beverage,
and Marketing, students can
effectively translate their academic
knowledge into a practical context,
thereby shaping their career
aspirations and cultivating their
growth into industry experts with a
global perspective and a high level
of professionalism”.

This handout
photo released
yesterday by
SJM Resorts
shows

guests and
representatives
of SUM and
UTM, as well as
students, posing
during Monday’s
activation
ceremony at
Grand Lisboa
Palace (GLP) in
Cotai.

UTM Rector Fanny Vong
Chuk Kwan was quoted by the
statement as saying that the
joint programme “features an
innovative integrated approach
that blends four years of academic
study with practical work
experience. Its goal is to cultivate
specialised talent in tourism,
leisure, and hotel management
within Macau”. m

*4 cohort of students is a
group of individuals who progress
through an educational programme
together, sharing the same start and
(expected) end dates, and typically

following the same sequence of

courses or learning experiences.
The key idea is togetherness and
shared experience. Unlike students
who take classes individually at
their own pace, a cohort moves
through the curriculum as a single,
integrated unit. — DeepSeek

Guangdong to issue offshore provincial govt
bonds in Macau for 5" time

Tony Wong

Guangdong will once againissue
offshore provincial government
bonds in Macau, scheduled at the
end of this month, marking the
fifth consecutive year the adjacent
province is issuing offshore
bonds here, the Macau Monetary
Authority (AMCM) announced in a
statement yesterday.

The renminbi-denominated bonds
to be issued at the end of this month
will include, for the first time, blue
bonds*, as well as specialised bonds
aiming to support the organisation of
the 15" National Games.

“Renminbi” (“people’s
currency”) is the official name of
the nation’s legal tender, informally
known as “yuan”.

Unchanged from last year, this
time the Guangdong Provincial
People’s Government will issue
offshore  renminbi-denominated
provincial ~ government bonds
worth 2.5 billion yuan in Macau.

Guangdong issued offshore
provincial ~ government bonds
worth 2.2 billion yuan in Macau
in 2021, two billion yuan in 2022,
and also two billion in 2023.

According to the statement, the
bonds to be issued this time will
once again include green bonds**,
as well as specialised bonds aiming
to support the development of
the Guangdong-Macau In-Depth

Cooperation Zone in Hengqin.

Green bonds were issued by the
Guangdong government in Macau
for the first time in 2023, and were
once again issued here last year.

Specialised bonds for the
zone’s development were issued
by the Guangdong government in
Macau for the first time last year.

As in the past four years, the
offshore provincial government
bonds this year will also only be
offered to institutional investors,
according to the statement.

The statement underlined
that the preparation work for
the upcoming issuance has been
jointly supported by the Ministry
of Finance in Beijing and the
Guangdong Provincial People’s
Government in Guangzhou.

The statement said that
the  Guangdong government’s
upcoming issuance of specialised
bonds for the 15" National Games
highlights its support for the first
large-scale sporting event jointly
hosted by Guangdong Province,
Hong Kong, and Macau. This
issuance, the statement said, also
stands as a notable demonstration
for the accelerating integration
within Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macau Greater Bay Area (GBA) and
support for Macau’s integration into
the nation’s overall development.

Moreover, the statement said, the

continued issuance of green bonds,
together with the first issuance of blue
bonds, will help diversify financial
products in Macau’s bond market,
and encourage more issuers to bring
green, blue and other sustainable
instruments to Macau’s bond
market, thereby fostering the green
and sustainable development of
financial markets across Guangdong
Province and Macau under the
guiding objectives of carbon peaking
and carbon neutrality. m

*4 blue bond is a type of debt
instrument, similar to a green
bond, where the funds raised are
dedicated exclusively to financing
projects  that  have  positive
environmental, economic, and
climate benefits for the ocean and
marine ecosystems. — DeepSeek

**4 green bond is a type of
loan where the money raised by the
issuer is exclusively used to finance
or refinance new or existing projects
that have positive environmental
or climate benefits. Green bonds
function exactly like any other
traditional bond: an issuer sells the
bond to investors, promises to pay
periodic interest, and repays the
principal amount on a maturity date.
The only difference is the “green”
label, which creates a legally binding
commitment that the capital raised
will be used for environmentally
sustainable projects. — DeepSeek
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MGM to host ‘Maritime Silk Road
Culinary Art Feast’ grand finale

Rui Pastorin

Integrated resort (IR) operator
MGM is set to host the grand finale
of the year-long “Maritime Silk
Road Culinary Art Feast” at MGM
MACAU’s Grand Imperial Court
from August 29 to 30.

Part of its “Gastronomic Journey
with Star Chefs” series, the six-
hands* gastronomic event, a Friday
MGM statement noted, is scheduled
to feature a trio of award-winning
chefs: Dong Zhenxiang (aka Da
Dong), founder of Chinese Artistic
Conception Cuisine and Chef-founder
of Da Dong Roast Duck Restaurant
Group; Yang Dengquan, Executive
Sous Chef of Chinese [cuisine] at
MGM COTAI, who helms Five Foot
Road; and Homan Tsui, Executive
Chef of Chinese [cuisine] at MGM
MACAU, who leads Imperial Court.

They will present a curated
“Homecoming to the Capital”
experience celebrating the legacy of the
Maritime Silk Road with iconic cuisines
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from Beijing, Sichuan and Guangdong,
according to the statement.

An eight-course menu, priced
at 2,900 patacas per person, will be
on offer, with a highlight being the
collaborative dish “Double-Boiled
Fresh Sea Whelk and Mushroom in
Superior Duck Soup” that presents
the three chefs’ distinct culinary
skills. These are namely “Chef
Dong’s profound understanding
of Jiangnan flavours, Chef Tsui’s
precision of the Guangdong double-
boiled soups, and Chef Yang’s
unique expertise in mushrooms and
herbs”, according to the statement.

One can find more details on
WWW.mgm.mo M

*“Six hands” refers to a
collaborative meal prepared by
three chefs, each contributing their
unique skills and styles. The term
signifies the combined effort and
creativity in crafting a multi-course
menu, showcasing diverse culinary
traditions and techniques. — Poe

This photo provided by MGM on Friday shows Grand Imperial Court, which is where
the integrated resort operator will host the grand finale of the ‘Maritime Silk Road

Culinary Art Feast’ later this month.

4,520 direct election voters
removed from electoral roll

Continued from p.1

Neutrality & impartiality

Meanwhile, Seng also pointed
out yesterday that while public
servants and staff members of public
enterprises or concessionaires are
obligated to maintain legislative
election-related neutrality when
performing their duties, they possess
the right as citizens to participate in
election campaign activities outside
working hours and to cast their
ballots on polling day.

According to the Legislative
Assembly Election Law, public
entities, public enterprises, and
concessionaires must adhere to the
principle of election-related neutrality
and impartiality, according to which
they are barred from participating in
any election campaign activities.

Seng said that his commission
has recently received enquiries
concerning the obligations — in
relation to the legislative elections
— of neutrality and impartiality for
public entities, public enterprises, and
concessionaires, as well as enquiries
regarding the voting rights of public
servants and staff members of public
enterprises or concessionaires.

Seng noted that according to
the Legislative Assembly Election
Law, any public entities and any
companies required to maintain
operations on polling day must
allow their employees to visit
polling stations to cast their ballots
during their respective work shifts.

Consequently, Seng said, public
entities, public enterprises, and
concessionaires should put in place
proper arrangements to facilitate
voting for on-duty workers, including
providing transportation between
the workplace and polling stations.
However, Seng said, the respective
entities are barred from engaging in
any election campaign activities while
providing the transportation, in order
to ensure neutrality and impartiality.

Moreover, Seng also said
that community associations do
not need to suspend their normal
activities and services in the
run-up to, and on polling day.
Public entities, public enterprises,
and concessionaires can continue
their cooperation with community
associations in organising normal
activities, provided they are kept
separate from any election-related
campaigns, Seng said. B
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China, India agree to maintain momentum of bilateral ties

NEW DELHI - China and India on
Monday agreed to maintain momentum of
bilateral ties.

The consensus came from talks between
visiting Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his
Indian counterpart Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.

Wang, also a member of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee, said that in today’s
world, the changing situation is evolving
rapidly, unilateral bullying practices are
rampant, and free trade and the international
order face severe challenges.

Wang said as the United Nations marks
its 80™ anniversary, humanity has reached
a critical crossroads determining the future
direction of the world.

As the two largest developing countries
with a combined population of more than 2.8
billion, China and India should demonstrate
a sense of global responsibility, act as major
powers, set an example for developing
countries in pursuit of strength through
unity, and contribute to promoting world
multipolarization and democratization of
international relations, he said.

He said both sides have been implementing
consensus reached by leaders of the two
countries, gradually resuming exchanges
and dialogue at all levels, maintaining peace
and tranquility in border areas, and enabling
Indian pilgrims to resume their pilgrimages
to sacred mountains and lakes in China’s
Xizang.

China-India relations are showing a
positive trend toward returning to cooperation,
Wang said.

He noted that this year marks the 75"
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic

—

Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee, shakes hands with his Indian counterpart Subrahmanyam Jaishankar in New Delhi on

Monday.

relations between China and India, lessons
could be learned from the past, and it is
imperative for the two sides to have correct
strategic perceptions, view each other as
partners and opportunities rather than rivals
or threats, and invest their valuable resources
in development and revitalization.

The two countries should explore right
ways for neighboring major countries to
coexist with mutual respect and trust, pursue
common development and achieve win-win
cooperation, he said.

Wang emphasized that China is willing to
uphold the principle of amity, sincerity, mutual
benefit and inclusiveness, and work together

with neighboring countries, including India,
to jointly build a peaceful, secure, prosperous,
beautiful and friendly home.

He said China and India should remain
confident, move in the same direction, remove
barriers, expand cooperation, and consolidate
the improvement momentum of bilateral
relations, so that revitalization processes
of the two great eastern civilizations can be
mutually beneficial, providing certainty and
stability to Asia and the world at large.

Jaishankar said that under the joint
guidance of leaders of the two countries,
bilateral relations have moved from the
bottom and are continuously improving
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and developing, adding exchanges and
cooperation between the two sides in all fields
are moving toward normalization.

He expressed gratitude to China for
facilitating Indian pilgrims’ visits to sacred
mountains and lakes in China’s Xizang*,
saying that improving strategic perceptions
is of great importance, and as the two largest
developing countries, India and China adhere
to multilateralism and are committed to
promoting a fair and balanced multipolar
world.

The two countries should also jointly
maintain the stability of the world economy,
he said.

Stable, cooperative and forward-looking
bilateral ties serve the interests of both
countries, he said.

He reaffirmed that Taiwan is a part of
China.

He said India is willing to take the 75"
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two countries as an
opportunity to deepen political mutual trust
with China, strengthen mutually beneficial
cooperation in economic and trade fields,
enhance people-to-people exchanges, and
jointly maintain peace and tranquility in
border areas.

He said that India fully supports China
in hosting the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization Tianjin summit, and is willing
to strengthen coordination and cooperation
with China in multilateral mechanisms such
as the BRICS.

During the talks, they also exchanged
views on international and regional issues of
mutual concern. — Xinhua

*Formerly known as Tibet

China, India hold special representatives’ meeting on boundary question

NEW DELHI — The 24" Round of Talks
Between the Special Representatives of
China and India on the Boundary Question
was held in New Delhi yesterday.

China’s Special Representative Wang
Yi and India’s Special Representative Shri
Ajit Doval had comprehensive, in-depth and
fruitful communication on the China-India
boundary question and bilateral relations.

Wang, also a member of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee and director of
the Office of the Central Commission for
Foreign Affairs, said that the top leaders of
both countries reached important consensus
during their meeting in Kazan, Russia,
pointing out the direction and providing
impetus for the improvement of China-India
relations and the proper handling of the
boundary question.

Since the beginning of this year, Wang
noted, bilateral relations between China and
India have entered a steady development
track, and the boundary situation has
continued to stabilize and improve.

As two major neighboring and
developing countries, China and India share
similar views and broad common interests,
said Wang, adding that both countries should
trust and support each other.

China attaches great importance to
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to China to attend the Tianjin summit
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) and looks forward to India’s active
contribution to the success of the summit.

Wang emphasized that history and reality
have repeatedly proven that the healthy and
stable development of China-India relations
serves the fundamental interests of both
peoples and is also the common expectation

of developing countries at large.

He said both sides should follow the
strategic guidance of their leaders, adopt a
dual-track approach that promotes mutual
advancement and fosters a virtuous cycle in
viewing and addressing bilateral relations
and boundary questions.

The two sides should also enhance mutual
trust through dialogue and communication,
expand exchanges and cooperation, and jointly
advance consensus, clarify directions, and set
goals in areas such as boundary management,
boundary negotiations, and cross-boundary
exchanges, to properly address specific
issues, achieve more positive progress, and
continuously create favorable conditions for
the improvement and development of bilateral
relations, said Wang.

For his part, Doval, also India’s national
security advisor, said the meeting between
the leaders of the two countries in Kazan
served as a turning point in the improvement
and development of India-China relations,
with positive changes made in mutual
understanding between the two sides, peace
and stability maintained in the boundary
regions, and breakthrough progress achieved
in bilateral relations.

With the current turbulent international
situation, Doval said, India and China face
a series of common challenges, and it is
necessary to enhance understanding, deepen
trust, and strengthen cooperation, as this
concerns the well-being of the people of both
countries and the peace and development of
the world.

He said India has consistently adhered to
the one-China policy.

This year marks the 75" anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations
between India and China, said the Indian

China’s Special Representative Wang Yi (left), also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and director of the Office of the Central Commission for Foreign
Affairs, and India’s Special Representative Shri Ajit Doval shake hands in the Indian capital New Delhi
yesterday. The 24" Round of Talks Between the Special Representatives of China and India on the

Boundary Question was held in New Delhi yesterday.

official, noting that Modi looks forward to
attending the SCO summit in China, believing
that this will promote new developments in
bilateral relations.

Doval said India supports China, as the
current chair of the SCO, in successfully
hosting the summit.

He added that the Indian side is willing to
maintain communication and dialogue with
the Chinese side in a positive and pragmatic
manner, continuously creating conditions for
the final resolution of the boundary question.

During the meeting, the two sides
exchanged views on early harvests of

- AFP

boundary negotiations, reaffirming their
commitment to fully utilize the mechanism
of special representatives meetings, and
explore fair, equitable, and mutually
acceptable solutions based on mutual respect
and understanding in accordance with the
political guiding principles agreed in 2005.
At the same time, the two sides agreed
to strengthen routine boundary management
and control, and jointly maintain peace and
stability in the border areas. The two sides
also agreed to hold the 25" Round of Talks
Between the Special Representatives of
China and India next year in China. — Xinhua




