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Outgoing legislature’s
outstanding achievements lay solid
foundation for new term: Sam

Tony Wong

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
had a meeting with all members of
the outgoing Legislative Assembly
(AL) on Friday, acknowledging that
the outstanding achievements that the
legislature has made over the past four
years have laid a solid foundation for
the upcoming new four-year legislative
term, according to a statement by
the Macau Government Information
Bureau (GCS) on Friday night.

The statement did not mention
where the meeting was held.

The 33-member Legislative
Assembly comprises 14  deputies
directly elected by universal suffrage, 12
deputies indirectly elected by association
representatives and seven deputies
appointed by the chief executive after
the direct and indirect elections.

The legislature has its two-month
summer recess every year between the
middle of August and the middle of
October. The current four-year legis-
lative term, which started on October

China
launches low
Earth orbit
satellite group

TAIYUAN - China launched
a new group of low Earth orbit
satellites from the Taiyuan Satellite
Launch Center in northern Shanxi
Province yesterday. The satellite
group — the ninth of its kind — will
form an internet constellation. It
was launched at 10:15 p.m. aboard
a modified Long March-6 carrier
rocket. The satellites entered their
preset orbits successfully. The
launch marked the 590" mission of
the Long March carrier rockets.
— Xinhua

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views

16, 2021, will officially end on Octo-
ber 15 this year. After its normal opera-
tion ended on Friday (August 15, 2025),
the legislature is now on its two-month
summer recess.

The direct and indirect legislative
elections for the upcoming new four-
year term will take place on Septem-
ber 14. Sam is slated to appoint seven
members to the legislature some time
after the elections. The new, eighth term
of the Macau Special Administrative
Region’s (MSAR) Legislative Assembly
will start on October 16.

Delivering a speech  during
Friday’s meeting, Sam said that the
seventh-term Legislative Assembly
has been committed to upholding the
constitutional order established by the
nation’s Constitution and the MSAR
Basic Law and ensuring the effective
and smooth operation of Macau’s
executive-led system established by the
MSAR Basic Law.

According to the statement, Sam
also acknowledged the outgoing

legislature’s consistent support for,
cooperation with, and supervision of
the government in exercising law-based
governance, as well as its commitment
to exercising the functions and powers
conferred by the MSAR Basic Law
and overcoming all difficulties, while
praising it for making outstanding
achievements.

Sam said that the significant
achievements made by the seventh-
term Legislative Assembly mark a
new stage in the MSAR’s legislative
work, laying a solid foundation for the
upcoming new term of the legislature.

According to the statement,
Sam expressed his gratitude to the
legislature’s outgoing president Kou
Hoi In, outgoing vice-president Chui
Sai Cheong, and all the other legislators
for their exceptional contributions to
the MSAR and their support for his
government.

The current government headed by
Sam took office on December 20 last year.

Continued on p.6

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai addresses Friday’s meeting with all
members of the outgoing Legislative Assembly (AL). - Photo: GCS

Mascots “Shubao”
(right) and “Jinzai”

are seen in front of the
flag bearers during the
closing ceremony of
The World Games 2025
in Chengdu, Sichuan
Province yesterday.
Shubao (%]) means
Sichuan’s Treasure.
Shu is an ancient name
for the Sichuan region.
Jinzai (%1) means
“Golden Boy”).

- Xinhua

(Story on p.14, more
pictures on p.16)
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Israelis rally nationwide calling for
hostage deal, end to Gaza war

Demonstrators across Israel called yesterday for an end
to the Gaza war and a deal to release hostages still held
by militants, a push sharply criticised by Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu and his allies.

—Storyon p. 10 < thefts.
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‘Pickypockets!’ vigilante pairs with
social media on London streets

On a recent weekday, Diego Galdino was on the hunt for
pickpockets in central London, patrolling tourist hotspots for
familiar suspects and telltale signs of those about to commit

— Story on p. 11
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Portugal wildfires claim first
victim, as Spain on wildfire alert

Portugal suffered its first death on Friday from the fires
raging there, as Spain’s weather agency warned of a “very
high to extreme risk” of more wildfires there during Europe’s
intense heatwave. —Storyonp. 12



MACAU

The Macau Post Daily

Your trusted source for real news MONDAY August 18,2025

Beyond Unseen Heritage: How Kapwa Weaves into

Macao’s Filipino Community

Amidst Macao's record heat, a familys Sunday ritual reveals how kapwa—the shared self—turns migrants into chosen kin. From church gardens to beach
barbecues, Filipinos forge resilience through community, food, and faith, with a legacy remixed by youth.

Commentary by Rafelle Marie Timog
Allego

August 13, 2025

Amidst one of the hottest summer
Macao has faced in recent memory, a
woman with her son and elderly mother
are strolling through Our Lady of Carmel
Church’s adjacent garden, with the woman
occasionally posing her son and mother next
to ornamental shrubs and plots of vibrantly
coloured flowers of all shapes and sizes.
Visiting from the Philippines, they were
treasuring every moment they had together,
and that included Sunday Mass together.

Nestled in Old Taipa Village, this
church is a gathering point for a portion of
Macao’s Filipino community every Sunday.
Of course, there were other nationalities
attending the English-language Mass, but
the majority were Filipinos. The mixture of
Tagalog, Bisaya, Ilocano and many other
Filipino languages fill the air, while members
of the church choir warmed up before Mass.
Different groups crowded together as they
caught up after a week’s worth of work,
whether they were in hospitality, domestic
work, or anything else in between. A scenic

spot directly above the colourful Old Taipa
Houses, the church was also celebrating its
140™ year.

While not all Filipinos are churchgoers
in Macao, we are a people that will get
together to celebrate even the smallest joys
in life. Filipinos make up about 17 per cent
of the citys non-resident workers-second
only to mainland Chinese - and many say
we are resilient people. Yet that’s because
circumstances force us to be, and these
weekend gatherings serve as many people’s
reprieve from their working lives and a
reenergising mechanism for another week,
all in line with the kapwa theory.

In short, the Filipino word kapwa is the
recognised concept of shared inner self and
identity, and of treating each other equally
regardless of whoever they may be or
wherever they’re from. Because of this, no
matter where Filipinos may go, they embody
this idea and in standing firm together. When
faced with challenges, they feel that they
are less difficult because of the community
backup. While no community is without its
complexities- we cannot refute the idea that
this can also cause issues and some toxicity,
possibly over-reliance and crab mentality-

but let’s focus on the good here.

Kapwa shows up during days-off,
whether as barbecue gatherings at Hac
Sa Beach, with pre-marinated meats in
containers and other foods that can be
enjoyed together, or sitting past dusk in
Senado Square over San Mig, Red Horse,
or other choice beverages. Possibly even as
simple as being part of a church choir. These
are all the manifestations of the need to be
close to the home they’ve left behind, for
mutual support that eases migrant life.

At the core of these gatherings, food
always features prominently. This may
explain why the Filipino restaurant DC Cafe
and bakery Anak Philippine Bread - both on
Macao’s “Pinoy Street” (Rua da Alfandega)
- endure, alongside newly established Mano
Bakery with its spin on Filipino bread, all
appreciated by Filipinos and other residents
alike. For instance, the restaurant is a place
that has introduced many to the Filipino
boodle fight* and the practice of pagkamay
(“bare-handed dining; kinamot in Visayan),
which is a callback to traditional communal
feasts and still a manifestation of kapwa.

Like any group who’ve left their country,
this leads to third-culture Filipino kids

growing up with these traditions. Living
between cultures, these often-multilingual
children seamlessly switch  between
English, Filipino, Cantonese, Mandarin, and
languages like Bisaya or Ilonggo, bringing
their own take by blending Chinese and
Filipino ideals.

Today, many of these third-culture
Filipino kids have grown up and are thriving
with Macao’s opportunities. From film and
photography to fashion and sports, they are
all paving their own paths.

This is Macao’s living heritage - unseen
yet breathing in the code-switching of
third-culture kids, where strangers turned
chosen family, anchored by a word that no
dictionary translates right. As the woman’s
son and mother enter Carmo Church, I feel a
sense of gratitude towards this city that has
welcomed our people, no matter how short
or long our stay might be. Filipinos also
have a place in this city.

*Boodle fight is a Filipino communal
dining tradition where food is laid out on
banana leaves and eaten with bare hands,
emphasising camaraderie and equality. —
DeepSeck

Police nab HK man for fraud, HK$60 million money laundering

Armindo Neves

A man from Hong Kong was
arrested on Wednesday for fraud
and laundering over HK$ 60 million
(61.8 million patacas), Judiciary
Police (PJ) spokesman Cheong Sio
Keong said during a special press
conference on Friday.

Cheong identified the suspect
as a 40-year-old man surnamed
Wong who claimed to be jobless.
According to Cheong, a second

The Judiciary Police (PJ) display HK$1.6
surnamed Wong from Hong Kong during Friday’s special press conference at the PJ

headquarters in Zape.

male suspect remained at large at
the time of the press conference.

On August 1, the Judiciary Police
received a report from a female
victim who had met the scammer
through a chat account and was
defrauded by him in an investment
scam in which she lost HK$5.12
million. PJ officers noticed in
their investigation that there was a
second victim in the same case who
was also defrauded by the scammer,

- Photos: Maria Cheang Ut Meng
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Macau Weather

CLOUDY.

SHOWERS, HEAVY AT TIMES.
OCCASIONAL
THUNDERSTORMS.

FORCE 4 TO 5 SOUTHEASTERLY
WINDS, OCCASIONALLY FORCE
6 WITH GUSTS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

WILL RANGE BETWEEN ~;/4,
80% AND 98%. 17474

24°C~28°C
Source: SMG

losing HK$3.3 million in the same
investment scam.

In both cases, the scammer
posed as a seasoned investor in order
to gain the victims’ trust, deceiving
them into using a fake investment
platform. The fraud was carried out
through both online transfers and
offline cash transactions to illicitly
obtain the victims’ money.

In a follow-up investigation,
PJ officers noticed that the suspect
who was still at large at the time
of Friday’s press conference had
been to a restaurant where Wong
was working twice to give him cash
fraudulently obtained from the two
victims. The restaurant is owned by
a relative of Wong. PJ officers went
to the restaurant on Wednesday to
arrest Wong and seized HKS$1.6
million in cash from Wong who had
hidden the money there.

According to Cheong, the
Judiciary Police believe that since
June 2024 Wong had been operating
in Macau to receive cash from his
handlers, in order to purchase virtual
currencies as instructed by them
to conceal and transfer funds of
suspicious origin. According to the
investigation, Wong had processed
at least HK$60 million for the gang
until his arrest.

Wong was transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) on
Friday, facing charges of fraud and
money laundering. At the time of the
special press conference on Friday
afternoon, the Judiciary Police were
still looking for the second suspect.

Police arrest Indonesian
female for loan sharking
& cyber defaming
Meanwhile, PJ officers nabbed
an Indonesian female for loan

sharking and cyber defaming, PJ
spokesman Cheong Sio Keong said
during a special press conference on
Friday.

Cheong identified the suspect
as a 42-year-old female surnamed
Siti who said that she worked as a
domestic helper.

Last Tuesday, according to
Cheong, the Judiciary Police received
a report from an Indonesian female
domestic helper who told them she
had taken out a high-interest loan
due to her mother’s sudden illness
and was in urgent need to pay for the
medical treatment. After failing to
repay the debt, the lender, an Indo-
nesian compatriot, had seized both
her passport and her non-resident
worker’s identification card.

Cheong said that in June, the
victim urgently needed to borrow
money to cover her mother’s
medical expenses. Through Siti she
obtained a loan of 3,000 patacas at

a monthly interest of 750 patacas,
pledging her passport and non-
resident workers’ identification card
(commonly known as the “blue
card”) as collateral. After failing
to repay the debt, the victim was
defamed by Siti in various online
posts. She subsequently reported
the incident to the police.

PJ officers intercepted Siti at
her workplace and recovered the
victim’s passport and “blue card”
from her home. Cheong said that
Siti had earned 300 patacas from
the illegal loan. At the time of the
press conference, the Judiciary
Police were still looking for other
individuals allegedly involved in
the case.

The Judiciary Police transferred
Siti to the Public Prosecutions
Office (MP) after Friday’s special
press conference, facing charges
of usury and a defamation, Cheong
noted. W

The hooded local Indonesian loan-sharking suspect surnamed Siti is escorted by
two PJ officers to a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters to be transferred to the
nearby Public Prosecutions Office (MP) in Zape on Friday.
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Govt demolishes collapsed house in Chi Lam Villag

Armindo Neves

The Lands and Urban Construction
Bureau (DSSCU) announced in a statement
on Friday that it demolished a house that had
recently collapsed in Chi Lam Village behind
the Ruins of St. Paul’s and Na Tcha Temple.

The over 80-year-old house on Travessa
Trés was severely damaged by a typhoon
and a rainstorm on July 21 and August 2
respectively.

According to the statement, the house
was declared structurally hazardous and
placed under emergency monitoring after its
roof, floor slabs, and sections of its external
walls had collapsed. A joint inspection
committee comprising personnel from the
DSSCU and Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
subsequently assessed the structure and
classified it as “imminently dangerous”,
posing a severe threat to public safety. The
authorities subsequently carried out the
demolition order.

Chi Lam Vai (XM[E, aka Chi Lam
Chuen - ZXMA]) in Portuguese named “Pétio
do Espinho” is a 400-year-old, formerly
walled village that lies just a street across
from the UNESCO World Heritage-protected
Na Tcha Temple, one of Macau’s two temples
dedicated to the divinity known in Putonghua

‘Kai Fong Festival’ attracts
5,000 participants

g

This combination of undated handout photos provided by the Lands

Vai (left photo) and after is demolition.

as Nezha. The village also features a café
dedicated to the Taoist tutelary deity whose
popularity has immensely risen since the
huge commercial and cultural success of the
Chinese mainland’s “Ne Zha 2” film earlier
this year — the fifth-highest-grossing film of
all time, and the highest-selling animated film
in terms of ticket sales — which stand at over
USS$2.2 billion.
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On July 21, Typhoon “Wipha” was
located just 30 kilometres from Macau, with
maximum winds reaching level 12. Top
Tropical Cyclone Signal No. 10 was hoisted
as “Wipha” threatened Macau. During the
typhoon, the old house at 10 Travessa Trés
failed to withstand the storm’s impact and it
caved in at about 6 a.m. when “Wipha” was
already on its way to Guangdong Province.
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and Urban Construction Bureau (DSSCU) on Friday shows the collapsed house in Chi Lam

On August 2, when the local observatory
hoisted the Red Rainstorm Warning Signal,
even more damage was caused to the house in
the ancient neighbourhood. Villagers reported
that the collapsing house nearly injured
passers-by during the incident.

The villagers said they were deeply
saddened by the collapse of the two-storey
house, a place full of memories. B

IAM again accepts applications for

outdoor seating licences

Macau General Union of Neighbourhood Associations (UGAMM) President Chan Ka
Leong deliver a speech during the “Kai Fong Festival” closing ceremony at the UGAMM

headquarters in Toi San district on Saturday.

Armindo Neves

A five-week event titled “Kai Fong
Festival” concluded on Saturday with
a closing ceremony at the Macau
General Union of Neighbourhood
Associations’ (UGAMM - widely
known as Kai Fong, its short name in
Cantonese) headquarters in Toi San
district. “This event attracted 5,000
participants,” according to Kai Fong
President Chan Ka Leong.

On July 12, according to a statement
by the association on Facebook, this
time the “Kai Fong Festival” was
themed ‘“Neighbourly Harmony -
Caring Community”. It offered a wide
range of activities, with the aim of
fostering patriotic solidarity in Macau
while letting Kai Fong members
experience the vibrancy and warmth
of their community, the statement said.

Chan said in a speech during
the closing ceremony that Kai Fong
will align with the government’s
six major districts’ revitalisation
plan and leverage the opportunity
of November’s National Games to
further enhance community services
and support the development of small

- Photo: Armindo Neves

and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

Chan also said, as a core patriotic
organisation in Macau, Kai Fong will
actively integrate itself into the Greater
Bay Area (GBA) development,
promote the digital transformation of
its social services, deepen patriotic
education, and inject new vitality into
Macau’s practice of the “One Country,
Two Systems” principle.

Chan told reporters on the sidelines
of the ceremony that his association
plans to set up a facility to be called “Yee
Hong* Centre for Geriatric Care” in the
peninsula’s northern district, adding
that Kai Fong is currently coordinating
with the Social Welfare Bureau
(IAS) and other relevant parties with
preliminary preparations for the project,
including staff allocation, capacity
planning, and renovation work for the
centre. It is also exploring, Chan said,
the introduction of Al-powered smart
facilities, as his association aims to
assist elderly residents in utilising new
media platforms to access information
more effectively.

*  Yee Hong (WifE) means
“nurturing” or “care”.m

Khalel Vallo

The Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) announced
in a statement on Friday that applications by
eateries and bars for outdoor seating licences, also
known as pavement or sidewalk licences, will be
accepted on a pilot basis.

The application procedures started right away
on the day of the announcement.

Outdoor seating facilities provided by restaurants,
cafés and bars are also known as terraces.

According to the bureau, the measure follows
consultations with the food and beverage sector,
the Consultative Committee on Municipal Affairs,
the community consultative committees of three
districts, and various industrial and commercial
groups.

New application requirements and operational
rules were drafted after reviewing past practices and
considering factors such as community environment
and public life, with the aim of optimising the
business environment for small- and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), the statement said.

The new rules include requirements on fire
safety, environmental protection and hygiene,
noise control, and pedestrian access, as the
bureau stated that applications will be reviewed
and approved together with relevant regulatory
authorities, and that inspections will be stepped up
once the respective outdoor seating facilities start
operating, in order to ensure compliance with all
the operational requirements.

The statement added that the new rules
are based on the analysis of pavement cafés at

“Anim’ Arte NAM VAN (“HE 3C-i#lil") and Patio
do Comandante Mata e Oliveira (F57% 554548
[# %), both in the Nam Van (Praia Grande) area,
with provisions that include barring outdoor seating
to open to the public between 9 p.m. and 9 a.m.,
banning loudspeakers and other sound devices, and
requiring adherence to the “Environmental Noise
Prevention and Control Law.”

The statement noted that outdoor seating
operators must also maintain cleanliness and
hygiene of the respective area and surrounding
spaces, conduct daily cleaning, and properly
remove stains and items after closing. In addition,
safety guidelines have been set for operations during
inclement weather, such as tropical cyclones and
storm surges, to ensure public safety and hygiene.

The bureau stated it will continue to monitor
the effectiveness of the pilot measure and create
favourable conditions for the revitalisation of the
community economy.

According to public broadcaster TDM, the bureau
stopped granting outdoor seating licences in 20009.
TDM also said that currently only 20 restaurants,
cafés and bars are allowed to run outdoor seating.

In Portuguese, outdoor dining facilities are
known as “esplanadas”. In English, however,
an esplanade is a long, open, level area, typically
beside a river, lake, or the sea, designed for
walking, leisure, or public gatherings.

The guidelines on new applications for the
Licence for Outdoor Cafes can be downloaded by
going to the following link of IAM’s website (https:/
www.iam.gov.mo/adminAttachment.ashx?p=1,316). ®

This photo
taken on
Friday shows
pedestrians
dining in
licensed
pavement
cafés in

Patio do
Comandante
Mata e Oliveira
(P IS 5t

Sril# Hg)

in the Nam
Van. - Photo:
Armindo Neves
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The Macau Post Daily’s The Young Post will be published
every Monday to present and discuss topical issues that may

interest not only the younger but also all the other generations.

Hoi Sio Hong, Form 4, Chan Sui Ki Perpetual Help College

The International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) is a
competition where every year the most talented high school
students from around the world come together to tackle
extremely tough maths problems. Preparing for the prestigious
competition demands enormous time and effort - so much so
that, in 2025, only about half of the 630 contestants won a
medal, and just 72 earned gold.

Yet Al is closing the gap. Both OpenAl and Google, which
are among the most competitive tech firms, have claimed that
their Al models achieved a gold medal-level performance in
IMO 2025. A year ago, OpenAl’s model achieved an upper
silver-medal performance. It seems only a matter of time
before Al achieves a perfect score in the competition.

Of course, “Al defeating humans” is not new. In 2016,
Google DeepMind’s AlphaGo stunned the world by beating
Lee Sedol, who was the best Go player at that time in a five-
game match. It is the highlight of a move, now famously
known as “Move 377, during the match which marked the
milestone of Al development.

In game 2, AlphaGo made an unexpected move which
no human would have made. At first sight, it appeared to be
a mistake, even Lee Sedol took an unusually long time to
respond to that move. However, it turned out to be a brilliant
move that ultimately led to AlphaGo’s victory, revealing a
style of play no one had anticipated.

These milestones illustrate a clear trend: Al is evolving
so rapidly that it may soon surpass human intelligence in
many domains. For centuries we have regarded ourselves as
the planet’s smartest creatures and today, our creations are
teaching us new ways to think.

What’s more is that the pace of Al development can
render entire skill sets obsolete almost overnight. Back in
January, [ had an article published about the tutorial of prompt
engineering (written in July 2024), only to see it outmoded
within months by the launch of “reasoning models”. These
models are able to analyse the input from the user (and the
context of past conversations for some models) to figure out
the optimal answer by itself.

That may sound bleak, but there is a bright side. Al-powered
study apps are flourishing, reshaping education by delivering

personalised learning paths and real-time feedback. Students
facing heavy memorisation tasks are turning to these apps.
Memo Al, a Hong Kong—developed Al learning platform, is
especially popular among Hong Kong medical students. It
claims to convert PDFs, slides or videos into flashcards and
practice quizzes, then track their progress instantly.

Not only can Al assist with medical knowledge, but
it can also contribute to abstract research fields, such as
mathematics. Terence Tao*, a preeminent mathematician and
Fields Medallist**, has actively integrated Al into his research
workflow. He believes that Al could evolve into a “trustworthy
collaborator”. In fact, he used Al to identify subtle errors in his
proofs. For instance, Al spotted flawed steps in his work that
required manual correction, acting as a preliminary “sanity
check”.

In a world where machine intelligence accelerates daily,
our greatest opportunity is to learn alongside it. We may treat
Al not just as a utility, but as a partner whose methods we
can adopt. From Tao’s experience, we can see that he remains
a “strategist” to set goals while utilising Al as a “partner” to
execute tasks.

Al’s outperformance demands redefining excellence:
We must become Al’s strategists to guide its logic with
human values, creativity, and ethical foresight. This means
championing roles that blend technical oversight, such as
verifying Al outputs, with irreplaceably human skills like
innovation.

Much like the computing revolution of the late 20" century,
Al will inevitably redefine industries. By embracing it as a
co-intelligence, we can further leverage synergy between
human and machine to accelerate human potential.

*Terence Tao Zhexuan (F§¥%F) is a preeminent
Australian-American mathematician, widely regarded as one
of the greatest living mathematicians, born in Adelaide in
1975. — DeepSeek

** The Fields Medal is the most prestigious international
award in mathematics, often described as the “Nobel Prize
of Mathematics.” It recognises outstanding mathematical
achievement for existing work and the promise of future
contributions. — DeepSeek

Photo courtesy by Unsplash
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Upcoming influencer event
opens applications for local
content creators: MGTO

Rui Pastorin

Local content creators have a
chance to become ambassadors for
this October’s “CreatorWeek Macao
20257, the Macau Government
Tourism Office (MGTO) said in a
statement yesterday, adding that the
recruitment programme starts today
and runs through September 12.

First held in Singapore last year,
this edition is slated to be held from
October 24 to 28 and will invite
180 influencers from the Chinese
mainland and around the world, along
with industry leaders from social
media platforms and celebrity guests.

The upcoming event, according
to the statement, is organised in
conjunction with international media
company Branded and will also
include Macau’s six integrated resort
operators as well as community
tourism resources in inviting the
content creators, the statement said.

The statement noted that
applicants must be Macau ID holders
aged at least 18, as well as own at least
one personal social media account.
To apply, one can submit an original
video narrated in English themed
“One Day in Macao” that introduces
a self-designed travel itinerary in no
more than three minutes. More details
can be found on www.cwmacao2025-
ambassador.com .

Twenty outstanding participants
will be chosen to “co-create exclusive,

YOU LEAD THE WAY— >
UNLOCK MACAQ'S CREATIVE JOURNEY!

GREATORWEEK MACAD 2023 i
Ambassador |
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This poster provided by the Macau
Government Tourism Office (MGTO)
yesterday promotes “CreatorWeek
Macao 2025”, which is slated to take
place from October 24-28.

tailor-made  offline  experience
itineraries alongside top influencers
from both the Chinese mainland
and around the world”, the MGTO
statement. ~ Moreover, applicants
may also learn the top influencers’
creative concepts, content production
and fanbase building techniques,
according to the statement. Summits,
creator forums and cross-industry
collaborations are among other
activities also slated to be held.

One can find more details by
visiting https://www.creatorweek.live B

Frequent showers, occasional
thunderstorms lie ahead: SMG

Rui Pastorin

Macau may see frequent showers
and occasional thunderstorms,
along with possible flooding due
to short-term heavy rainfall today
and tomorrow due to the influence
of the rainbands* associated
with a tropical depression in the
central South China Sea, the local
observatory noted on its website
yesterday afternoon.

Strong Wind Signal No.3 was
hoisted at noon yesterday due to the
effects of the tropical depression,
remaining in effect throughout the
day. By 11 p.m., the bureau cancelled
all tropical cyclone signals, the
SMG website added, noting that the
cyclone near Hainan Island was over
600 kilometres away from Macau
and gradually moving away.

However, affected by its

N & T

outer rainbands, the possibility of
frequent showers and occasional
thunderstorms over the next two days
remained, while wind speeds may
reach Force 6, the statement said,
with members of the public urged
to pay attention to the latest weather
information and related warnings. B
*4 rainband is an elongated area
of precipitation that typically forms
in association with weather systems
like tropical cyclones, cold fronts,
or warm fronts. These bands can
extend for many kilometres and are
characterised by varying intensities
of rain, often accompanied by
thunderstorms and strong winds.
Rainbands can lead to heavy rainfall
and are usually found in curved
shapes around the centre of a storm,
contributing to the overall weather
conditions in the affected area. — Poe

e

Tourists shelter under umbrellas while walking to and from Macau’s UNESCO World
Heritage-listed Ruins of St. Paul’s on Calgada de S. Paulo yesterday afternoon.

- Photo Rui Pastorin
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GDP grows 5.1 pctin 2Q,

Macau returned to positive
growth in the second quarter of the
year, driven by surging visitor arrivals
amid government efforts to boost
visitation, alongside steady domestic
private consumption, the Statistics
and Census Bureau (DSEC) has
announced in a statement.

Gross domestic product (GDP)
expanded by 5.1 percent year-
on-year in real terms to 100.39
billion patacas in the April-June
period, according to the statement
released by the bureau on Friday.
Macau’s overall economic output
corresponded to 88.8 percent of
the total in the same period of pre-
pandemic 2019.

Analysed by major components,
total exports of services increased
by 6.0 percent year-on-year in real
terms in the second quarter, fuelled
by anearly 20 percent rise in visitor
arrivals; exports of other tourism
services and gaming services
recorded respective growth of
5.9 percent and 9.9 percent. With
respect to external merchandise
trade, exports and imports of goods
shrank by 6.6 percent and 4.1
percent year-on-year respectively
in the second quarter.

As regards domestic demand,

according to the statement,
government final consumption
expenditure and private

consumption expenditure grew by
1.0 percent and 0.3 percent year-
on-year respectively in the second

1.8 pctin 1H

Consumers buy electronic goods in a shop on Rua dos Mercadores (“Merchants’

— 451

Street”) yesterday. Virtually all of Macau’s goods are imported. Macau imported
goods worth 60.57 billion patacas in the first half of the year, accounting for 90.1

percent of its external merchandise trade.

quarter. On the other hand, Gross
Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF)*
declined by 3.7 percent year-on-
year owing to a decrease in private
construction projects.

Private equipment investment
climbedby 11.7 percentyear-on-year,
and public construction investment
and equipment investment increased
by 19.9 percent and 83.0 percent
respectively.

For the first half of the year,
GDP expanded by 1.8 percent
year-on-year in real terms to
200.15 billion patacas. The overall
economic output returned to 87.0
percent of the level in the same
period of 2019.

Macau confirmed its first
COVID-19 case in January 2020.

In the first six months,

- Photo: Carl Leong

exports of services, government
final consumption expenditure,
private consumption expenditure
and GFCF rose by 1.0 percent,
1.1 percent, 0.3 percent and 1.8
percent year-on-year in real terms
respectively. The implicit deflator
of GDP, which measures the
overall changes in prices, fell by
0.5 percent year-on-year to 99.0. B

*  Gross Fixed Capital
Formation (GFCF) vrefers to
the total value of additions to
fixed assets (such as buildings,
machinery, infrastructure, and
intellectual property) within an
economy during a specific period,
minus disposals of old assets. It is
a key component of an economy s
GDP under the expenditure
approach. — DeepSeek

Ophthalmology Dept of Macao Union Medical Centre
launches routine ambulatory cataract surgery

N At
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This undated handout photo provided by the Macau Union Medical Centre yesterday shows the three lead surgeons (from
left to right): Dr Chen Zhe, Beijing specialist at the Ophthalmology Department of the Macao Union Medical Centre; Dr
Lam Ka Meng and Dr Leong Wa Cheong from the Ophthalmology Department of Conde de Sdo Januério Hospital Centre,

performing cataract surgery.

Khalel Vallo

The Ophthalmology Department
of the Islands Healthcare Complex
— Macao Medical Centre of Peking
Union Medical College Hospital
(Macao Union Medical Centre)
in Cotai has officially launched
routine ambulatory cataract surgery,
in coordination with the Health
Bureau, according to a statement
from the medical centre on Friday.

Since mid-July, three lead
surgeons, Dr Chen Zhe from the
Macao Union Medical Centre and
Dr Lam Ka Meng and Dr Leong
Wa Cheong from the Conde de
Sao Januario Hospital Centre,

have been performing daily
procedures, with more than 100
patients already treated and their
sight restored, the statement noted.

The statement said that the centre
has adopted the ambulatory surgery
model successfully implemented
at Peking Union Medical College
Hospital (PUMCH), allowingeligible
patients to complete admission,
surgery, and discharge within about
three hours. The statement added
that for those requiring overnight
care due to special circumstances,
ambulatory surgery can be converted
to inpatient care, ensuring flexibility
and patient convenience.

In addition, for complex cataract
cases, the statement said that the
centre leverages the expertise of
specialists from Beijing. Experienced
PUMCH experts are invited regularly
to provide support in Macau, further
strengthening cooperation between
Beijing and Macau and ensuring
medical safety and quality.

With the ongoing optimisation
of cataract surgery services
and strengthened departmental
coordination, the Macao Union
Medical Centre expects to steadily
expand its treatment capacity,
bringing long-term benefits to local
residents, the statement concluded. m
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Sam on 5-day visit to Hangzhou,
Shanghai, Nanjing

Tony Wong

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
met with Communist Party of
China (CPC) Zhejiang Provincial
Committee ~ Secretary ~ Wang
Hao in the provincial capital of
Hangzhou yesterday during his
ongoing five-day working visit to
Hangzhou, Shanghai Municipality,
and Jiangsu Province’s capital of
Nanjing, which started on Saturday,
according to a statement by the
Macau Government Information
Bureau (GCS) yesterday.

Sam is scheduled to return to
Macau on Wednesday night.

According to the statement,
Sam and Wang exchanged
views on advancing cooperation
between Zhejiang and Macau and
on enhancing joint development
in technological-innovation
enterprises in the two places.

During yesterday’s meeting,
Sam expressed his gratitude to
Zhejiang for its long-standing
support for Macau’s socioeconomic
development. Samsaid that Zhejiang
and Macau have consistently
leveraged their complementary
strengths and deepened cooperation
in trade, cultural tourism and youth
education, laying a solid foundation
for collaboration between the two
sides.

According to the statement,
Sam said that bilateral relations

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai yesterday “shakes hands” with a staff member wearing
a bionic arm while visiting a high-tech enterprise in Hangzhou specialising in the

production of intelligent bionic and smart health products.

have grown closer, with expanding
cooperation  across  multiple
sectors, and with increasingly
significant outcomes.

Sam said that Macau, as a
core city of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay
Area (GBA), is contributing to
the GBA’s development into an
international hub for technological
innovation. Sam said that Macau is
advancing the development of its
four new key industries, including
hi-tech.

Sam noted that Hangzhou,
with its rapid technological
advances and robust ecosystem

- Photo: GCS

for innovation, has emerged as
a leading hub for science and
technology in the Yangtze River
Delta, and a vital gateway for the
nation’s further opening-up.

Sam underlined that by
leveraging the advantages brought
about by the implementation of
the “One Country, Two Systems”
principle, Macau is committed
to enhancing connectivity
between China and the rest of the
world, advancing its appropriate
economic diversification, and
accelerating the development of
the Guangdong-Macau In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin. m

2 casino staff shuttle buses collide on
Friendship Bridge, 30 passengers hurt

Tony Wong

A casino staff shuttle bus
crashed into the back of another
casino staff shuttle bus on the
Macau-Taipa Friendship Bridge on
Saturday night, slightly injuring 30
passengers on the two vehicles, the
authorities said on Saturday night.

According to statements by the
Fire Services Bureau (CB) and the
Public Security Police (PSP) on
Saturday night, the crash occurred
at around 7:30 p.m. on Saturday
when the two casino staff shuttle
buses were travelling on the bridge
from Taipa to the peninsula.

According to the PSP statement,
one of the two casino staff shuttle
buses changed lanes when its
driver saw that a public bus ahead
had broken down. When he was
changing lanes, the shuttle bus was
rear-ended by the other shuttle bus.

The police said that both
drivers, local men aged 60 and 40
passed a breathalyser test. Neither
of them was injured.

According to the CB statement,
the 30 injured passengers
comprised nine males and 21
females. The 30 injured, aged
between 23 and 63, comprised

g5

These photos show the two casino staff shuttle buses which collided on Friendship Bridge on Saturday night.
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22 local residents and eight non-
resident workers (NRWs), eight
of whom were taken to the private
Kiang Wu Hospital, while the
remainder were taken to the public
Conde de Sao Januario Hospital
Centre.

The 30 passengers sustained
slight abrasions or contusions, the
statement said.

Local Chinese-language media
photos of the collision published
over the weekend showed that one
of the buses belonged to integrated
resort operator Melco, and the
other to SIM. B

- Photos courtesy of TDM
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Outgoing legislature’s
outstanding achievements
lay solid foundation for new
term: Sam

Continued from p.1

Modernisation of legal
system

Sam said that the legislative
work of the seventh-term Legislative
Assembly has further modernised the
MSAR’s legal system, pointing out
that 86 bills have been passed during
its four-year term, covering areas such
as improving the local legal system
for safeguarding national security,
enhancing governance capabilities,
promoting the city’s appropriate
economic diversification, improving
residents’ well-being, and improving
the legislature’s operational
mechanism and legislators’ rights
and obligations.

Sam said that the seventh-term
Legislative Assembly has also
remained committed to fulfilling
its statutory functions and duties
to monitor the government’s work,
acknowledging that the legislators
have maintained close ties with
various sectors of civil society and
members of the general public and
raised constructive opinions and
suggestions to the government.
The chief executive said that both
the legislature’s representativeness
and professionalism have been
continuously elevated.

3 important insights into
legislature’s future work

According to the statement,
Sam also outlined three important
lessons and insights from the
successful operation of the seventh-
term Legislative Assembly.

First, Sam said, the “patriots
governing  Macau”  principle
must be firmly implemented to

ensure the correct direction of the
legislature’s work.

Second, Sam said, there must
be a clear division of duties and
responsibilities between Macau’s
executive and the legislative organs
so as to ensure the smooth operation
of its executive-led system.

Third, Sam said, the legislature
must continuously improve
the efficiency and quality of its
legislative process so as to guarantee
arobust legal framework for Macau’s
development, safeguarding the city’s
rule of law and its reputation.

According to the statement, Sam
also underlined that his government has
steadily advanced its policy agenda,
achieving a good start and important
milestones, which would not have
been possible without the seventh-term
Legislative Assembly’s cooperation
and strong support, he said.

Sam pledged that the government
will continue to strengthen its
collaboration with the city’s
legislative and judicial organs.

Sam also noted that the direct and
indirect elections for the new, eighth
term of the Legislative Assembly
will be held next month, the first
to be held under the newly revised
Legislative Assembly Election Law,
adding that the elections will be
an important political event in the
MSAR.

Sam underlined the government’s
commitment to organising the
elections in strict adherence with the
provisions listed in the Legislative
Assembly Election Law and other
relevant laws, with the aim of
ensuring that next month’s direct
and indirect elections will be held in
a fair, impartial and clean manner. B

Macao Magazine on sale now _AD
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Humanoid robot games in Beijing spotlight global
tech innovation

-
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Humanoid robots compete in a kickboxing match at the 2025 World Humanoid Robot Games in Beijing on

Friday.

BEIJING — At the 2025 World Humanoid
Robot Games, the first of its kind globally,
which wrapped up yesterday in Beijing, the
much-anticipated robot five-a-side soccer
saw Tsinghua Hephaestus from China
emerge victorious, defeating the joint team of
Germany’s HTWK Robots and Nao Devils to
claim the championship. China Agricultural
University’s Mountain & Sea beat Sweaty
from Germany in three-a-side soccer final.

The robot games kicked off on Thursday,
featuring 280 teams from 16 countries
competing across 26 events in categories
such as competition, exhibition and scenario-
based events. This clash of metal, chip and
algorithm provided a public showcase and
technical exchange platform for the emerging
field of embodied intelligence represented by
humanoid robots.

ULTIMATE TEST SCENARIO

The competition included events such as
the 100m, 400m, 1500m, standing long jump,
free gymnastics and soccer. The exhibition
featured individual and group dance, as well as
wushu, while scenario-based events simulated
real-world settings such as factories, hospitals
and hotels. Together, these challenges served
as the ultimate test for humanoid robots.

In the center of the stadium’s boxing
ring, two G1 robots from Unitree faced off
in a gripping match. Standing around 130
cm tall and weighing roughly 35 kg, they
donned professional boxing gloves and
helmets. Mirroring human fighters, the robots
exchanged left and right hooks, executed side
kicks and knee strikes, and nimbly dodged
incoming blows. Even when knocked down,
they rose unassisted and continued the fight.

Deng Huasheng from Unitree said that in

- Xinhua

freestyle combat sports, hardware durability
is just as crucial as software algorithms. “If
the structure can’t withstand impacts, it will
fall apart. And if the balance algorithm fails,
even a slight push can topple the robot.”

In the five-a-side soccer final and three-
a-side soccer final, the four teams fielded T1
robots from Beijing-based Booster Robotics.
These robots can autonomously assess their
surroundings and execute complex actions
like trotting, tackling, shooting, and defending
entirely on their own. Achieving this requires
not only lightweight yet resilient hardware
capable of withstanding impacts, but also
sophisticated real-time perception, advanced
motion control, cognitive decision-making,
and seamless multi-agent coordination.

According to Zhao Weichen, vice president
of Booster Robotics, robot soccer represents
the most fundamental universal testing ground
for technology. The capabilities honed by
humanoid robots in soccer scenarios, such as
mobility, perception algorithms, positioning and
navigation, as well as decision-making logic,
all hold potential for real-world applications in
both daily life and professional scenarios.

YOUNG TALENTS

Alongside the robotic athletes, the human
operators working behind the scenes also
drew wide attention, particularly as most
were university students and young engineers
in their 20s and 30s, with some even still in
high school.

During the opening ceremony, the 14-year-
old flag bearer from a junior high school in
Beijing became the youngest participating
engineer. Three teams composed of junior
high school and senior high school students
also competed in the soccer events.

Death toll rises to 10 in Inner
Mongolia flash flood

HOHHOT — The death toll from a flash flood
that swept through a wild camping site in the
northern Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region
has risen to ten, with two people still missing,
local emergency authorities said yesterday.

The disaster struck around 10 p.m. on
Saturday in the upstream area of a river in
Urad Rear Banner in Bayannur City, leaving
13 campers unaccounted for. They are from
five families, including eight males and five
females.

As of 3:30 p.m. yesterday, one person

had been rescued, according to the city’s
emergency management bureau.

More than 700 rescuers have been
promptly dispatched to the site, urgently
searching for the missing.

The Ministry of Emergency Management
has demanded full-scale operations to locate
the missing and sent a work team to guide
operations. The ministry warned travelers
during the flood season to avoid undeveloped
wilderness areas and exercise caution in
geologically hazardous zones. — Xinhua

Humanoid robots compete in a 100m race during the opening ceremony of the 2025 World Humanoid

Robot Games in Beijing on Thursday.

Young talents from various countries
have been pouring into humanoid robotics
development. Most are STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
enthusiasts or university students majoring
in fields like mathematics, mechanical
engineering, electronics, computer science,
and communications. During the competitions,
they troubleshot malfunctioning robots on-
site, connecting laptops to adjust software
parameters with the precision and focus of a
laboratory experiment.

China’s talent advantage is a key driver in
advancing humanoid robotics. Zhou Changjiu,
president of the RoboCup Asia-Pacific
Confederation and one of the co-organizers of the
games, noted that China has a culture that deeply
values STEM education. Both parents and society
place great emphasis on STEM, with many
children actively participating in competitions,
creating a unique cultural and social environment
that fosters talent development.

According to policy documents unveiled
this May, China will establish a tiered Al
education system spanning primary, junior
high and senior high schools to guide students
from foundational cognitive awareness to
practical technological innovation.

GLOBAL OPEN PLATFORM

The games also provided a platform for
global humanoid robotics researchers to
exchange ideas, allowing engineers from
various countries to get familiar with the
latest robots and refine their algorithms.

In the soccer competition, over 10
international teams from countries including
Brazil, Germany, Japan, Malaysia, Australia,
Italy, Thailand and Indonesia used T1 robots
from Beijing-based Booster Robotics. In the
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2025 RoboCup held in Brazil this July, two
Chinese teams made history by using these
T1 robots, sweeping both the champion and
runner-up titles in the adult-size category.

According to Jodo Victor, a soccer team
member of RoboFEI from Brazil, it was the
first time that he used Booster Robotics T1,
and the robots were amazing. His team could
talk with other teams from around the world
and pick up new tactics from the competition.

Zhao Weichen said Booster Robotics has
increased investment in operating systems and
all-in-one development tools, making it easier
for other users to do secondary development.

Thanks to the modular and readable
design, developers can use the integrated
development tools to quickly migrate
algorithms across different robot brands. For
example, at the 2025 RoboCup in Brazil, a
German team rapidly deployed their original
robot’s algorithms onto Booster Robotics K1
and ultimately won the championship in the
small-size category, Zhao added.

According to Zhou, the games served as
both a platform and a showcase, demonstrating
to the world China’s advantages in the
humanoid robotics sector from the industrial
chain and robot hardware to a large user base.
It also showed the global developers that by
cooperating with China, they can integrate
the country’s top-tier hardware with their own
algorithms to solve diverse challenges.

“I’'m truly excited that China is hosting
the first World Humanoid Robot Games. It’s
making history. A decade or two from now,
we’ll look back and recognize this as the birth of
the robot Olympics. Just as the Olympic Games
originated in Ancient Greece, future generations
will see Beijing as the birthplace of the modern
robot Olympics,” he said. — Xinhua

China holds 2" rehearsal for event
marking 80 anniversary of victory
over Japanese aggression, fascism

BEIJING — The second comprehensive
rehearsal for the upcoming grand gathering to
mark the 80" anniversary of the victory in the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist
War concluded in Beijing early yesterday,
according to the event’s media center.

The rehearsal, held from 5:30 p.m.
Saturday to 3:30 a.m. yesterday in Tian’anmen
Square, involved about 40,000 participants,
including those taking part in the rehearsal

and personnel providing on-site support.

Organizers said the second rehearsal,
based on the first one, included more elements
and segments, and all processes were
organized in an orderly manner and closely
linked, achieving the intended goals while
further testing the organizational, logistical,
and command operations.

The grand gathering, which will include a
military parade, is scheduled for September 3
in Tian’anmen Square. — Xinhua




