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‘Black Rainstorm’ triggers severe
flooding, Taipa hardest hit - no injuries

A taxi braves severe flooding on the Cotai roundabout during yesterday afternoon’s

“Black Rainstorm” warning.

- Photo: MPDG

Armindo Neves

The Meteorological and
Geophysics Bureau (SMG) hoisted
the “Black Rainstorm” warning
signal at 2 p.m. yesterday, the
highest of its three-level rainstorm
warning system — yellow, red, black.

The rainstorm triggered severe
flooding, hitting Taipa the hardest.

According to public broadcaster
TDM, the floods started at 2:11 p.m.
and continued in the afternoon.

At 6:35 p.m., all rainstorm
warning signals were cancelled.

No injuries were reported.

Typhoon “Podul” made landfall
in eastern Guangdong in the early
hours of yesterday. While the
tropical cyclone did not directly
strike Macau, its peripheral systems
unleashed torrential downpours
across the territory, causing flooding
in some areas.

According to the SMG website,
as of 7 p.m. yesterday, the Ka-Ho
monitoring  station had recorded
cumulative precipitation of nearly
271.6 millimetres during the rainstorm,
while the Taipa Grande and Coloane
Village stations both registered over
245 millimetres. All other monitoring
stations  reported  accumulations
exceeding 100 millimetres.

US wholesale prices post largest monthly
increase in 3 years

NEW YORK - US wholesale
prices for July posted its largest
monthly increase since June
2022, signaling that inflationary
pressures remain a challenge for
the economy, the Bureau of Labor
Statistics said yesterday.

The producer price index
(PPI), which tracks prices for
final demand goods and services,
surged 0.9 percent in July, far
exceeding the Dow Jones estimate
of'a 0.2 percent increase.

Core PPI, which excludes
food and energy, also rose 0.9
percent, well above the forecast
of 0.3 percent. When excluding
food, energy and trade services,

the index climbed 0.6 percent, the
fastest pace since March 2022.
On an annual basis, the
headline PPI rose 3.3 percent, the
largest increase since February,
while core PPI rose 3.7 percent.
“Producers are starting to
feel the inflation fire heat,”
Chris Rupkey, chief economist
at FwdBonds, wrote yesterday.
“It will only be a matter of time
before producers pass their higher
tariff-related costs on to the backs
of inflation-weary consumers.”
The bulk of the upward pressure
came from services inflation, which
jumped 1.1 percent, its largest
increase since March 2022. Trade

services margins rose 2 percent
amid continued developments
surrounding US tariff policies.

Equity markets slipped following
the release of the data, as the hotter-
than-expected report reduced inves-
tors’ hopes for the Federal Reserve to
cut interest rates after its September
monetary policy meeting.

“Given how benign the CPI
numbers were on Tuesday, this
is a most unwelcome surprise
to the upside and is likely to
unwind some of the optimism of a
‘guaranteed’ rate cut next month,”
said Chris Zaccarelli, chief
investment officer at Northlight
Asset Management. — Xinhua

During the period of the “Black
Rainstorm”, the observatory’s water
level monitoring station at Caminho
das Hortas recorded 0.92 metre,
Iec Long recorded 0.55 metre, Rua
da Ponte Negra and Seac Pai Van
recorded 0.34 metre each.

During the “Black Rainstorm”
warning period, according to official
reports, the Fire Services Bureau
(CB) and Public Security Police
(PSP) responded to a total of 55
distress calls — 29 incidents handled
by the PSP and 26 by the CB, with
no casualties reported. The police
cases included vehicle entrapments,
landslides, and building fagade
collapses. The Fire Services
Bureau’s responses involved 15
potential entrapments along with
various emergencies such as debris
removal, water leakage, landslides,
fallen trees, rock collapses, and flood
mitigation operations. All incidents
were promptly addressed with
additional personnel deployment,
the authorities said last night.

Residents in Taipa’s Lake
Building (##If:KJ5) told the Post
they saw torrents of floodwater
cascading like a raging river from
Estrada da Ponta da Cabrita (ZESH
H#%) towards Estrada Coronel

Remove stagnant
water regularly
to prevent dengue
and chikungunya fever

61Hﬂﬂﬂiliﬂlil

Nicolau de Mesquita (J&H|HKf
F ). They acknowledged that
they had initially planned to go for
a drive around Taipa with the family
to “see the floods”, but ended up
returning home because Taipa was
completely gridlocked with traffic
everywhere.

According to the SMG website,
under the influence of Typhoon
“Podul’s” outer rainbands, frequent
heavy showers and thunderstorms
with strong gusts are expected in
Macau early today. The observatory
also forecast more flooding in low-
lying areas due to heavy rainfall.

Continued on p.2

HK’s mid-2025 population remains
unchanged at 7.5 million

HONG KONG —-Hong Kong’s
population was 7,527,500 in the
middle of the year, remaining
virtually unchanged from a year
earlier, the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR)
government announced yesterday.

Among the total population
at mid-2025, 7,247,600 were

usual residents. A net inflow of

18,200 Hong Kong residents
was recorded during the period
from mid-2024 to mid-2025.
Over the same period, there were
35,200 births and 50,000 deaths,

resulting in a natural decrease of

14,800, according to the Census

and Statistics Department of the
HKSAR government.

A spokesperson for the HKSAR
government pointed out that
Hong Kong continues to benefit
from various measures on talent
attraction and labor importation.

Over the past few years, many
people have moved to Hong Kong
from the Chinese mainland and
other places around the world.
This has offset the impact of
natural  population  decrease,
stabilizing the overall population
in mid-2025, which increased over
180,000 compared to mid-2022,
the spokesperson said. — Xinhua

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views (f)The Macau Post Daily

China to launch new type of visa Trump says Putin summit could Bolsonaro’s lawyers call for
for young science, technology fail, pledges Ukraine say acquittal in alleged coup trial

prOfESSionaIS US President Donald Trump yesterday acknowledged his Defence lawyers for former president Jair Bolsonaro

China will introduce a new visa category for young : high-stakes summit with Vladimir Putin may fail, and said asked Brazil’s Supreme Court for an acquittal during
science and technology talent, following a decision by the : any Ukraine deal would come through a future three-way Wednesday’s closing arguments in a trial in which he is
State Council. —Storyonp. 7 meeting with Kyiv to “divvy things up.” — Story on p. 11 accused of attempting a coup. —Storyonp. 12
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Guangdong, HK & Macau promote Al and robotics
collaboration with Yangtze River Delta in Shanghai

Khalel Vallo

The “2025 Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area—
Yangtze River Delta Economic
and Trade Co-operation Exchange
Conference (Artificial Intelligence
and Robotics Industry Session)”
was held on Tuesday in Shanghai,
bringing together nearly 200
representatives  from  research
institutions and tech companies
to deepen regional collaboration,
according to Macau’s Commerce
and Investment Promotion
Institute (IPIM) statement on
Wednesday.

Jointly organised by the
Department of Commerce of
Guangdong Province, InvestHK of
the Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region,
and IPIM, the exchange conference
featured themed presentations and
project roadshows, the statement
said, as the event showcased the
support policies and commercial
environments of Guangdong, Hong
Kong and Macau, while promoting
connections between the Yangtze
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This handout photo provided by IPIM shows participants attending the 2025 Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area-
Yangtze River Delta Economic and Trade Co-operation Exchange Conference on Tuesday in Shanghai.

River Delta and Greater Bay Area
(GBA) industries.

Level-two Inspector of the
Guangdong Provincial Department
of Commerce Huang Xin, Assistant
Director-General ~ of  InvestHK
Loretta Lee Shuk-ching, and IPIM
Director Larry Leong Wa Fong

‘Black Rainstorm’ triggers
severe flooding, Taipa

hardest hit -

Continued from p.1

According to PSP messages,
areas closed to traffic for a certain
period of time due to flooding
yesterday included the Praca de
Ferreira do Amaral Underground
Traffic Tunnel (o5 W HTHH
AT7HLi#), Rua do Porto (CKATH A
[ 4E7), Rua de Chiu Chau (3] M4E),
Rua Ferndo Mendes Pinto (F&AE(H
J£45), Rotunda da Central Térmica
de Coloane (7 Jiit[F] JEHL), Avenida
Wai Long (f##E/5#%), Rotunda
Ouvidor Arriaga (¢K47 50 A1) ni 5]
JEH), Avenida de Cinco de Outubro
(It HW) 1SE), Estrada do
Alto de Coloane (%= THES M
JK3#5%), Estrada do Istmo (#%0K
THE 2N PR T R A R IR RS T
&), Caminho das Hortas (Zkf13%
[ #%), Largo dos Bombeiros (411
B SR AT ), University of Macau
Campus Tunnel (I JEREIE),
Avenida das Virtudes (Z8fF W4k
F514%), Avenida do Transporte (15
KI5#), Avenida do Progresso (7K
i K F514) and Rua Ferndo Mendes
Pinto (IRAFAEREMHEAETT). m

no injuries

107.4

Total Precipitation(mm)

Source: SMG

9 000000000000000000000000000000000

Published since Aug 2004

@)_Director & Chief Editor — Harald Briining
@) _Office Manager — Sally Chong
@) Marketing Manager - Kevin Cheung King Lok
@)_Managing Editor — Maria Cheang Ut Meng
Editors — Lesley Wells, Johnny Un
@)_Senior Reporter — Tony Wong
Reporters — Rui Pastorin, Ada Lei, Khalel Vallo,
William Chan, Ida Cheong, Armindo Neves
@)_Chief Graphic Designer — Simon Wang
Graphic Designer — Colin Zhong
@)_Administrative Assistants — Ester Mak, Carl Leong
@)_Printed by Tipografia Welfare Lda., 82-86 Rua
dos Pescadores
® Wire services — AFP, Xinhua

@) Chathots: Poe, DeepSeek  NRaaPOST :

®00000000000000000000000000000000 o

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

© 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Macau Weather

MAINLY CLOUDY.

SHOWERS, HEAVY AT FIRST.

A FEW THUNDERSTORMS.
SHOWERS WILL EASE OFF
LATER.

FORCE 4 TO 5 EAST TO
SOUTHEASTERLY

WINDS, OCCASIONALLY
FORCE 6 WITH GUSTS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY A

WILL RANGE
BETWEEN 75% W23 oyl ke
Source: SMG
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spoke about the development
advantages and investment policies
of GBA. The statement said
that Leong highlighted Macau’s
strong momentum in technology
industry policy support, business
environment competitiveness, and
service economy vitality, noting its

role as a China—Portuguese-speaking

countriecs  (PSCs)  cooperation
platform with strengths in resource
aggregation, talent  cultivation,

capital flow, spatial expansion and

international co-operation.
The statement noted

representatives from

that

GBA

cities, including Guangzhou
and Shenzhen, introduced local
policies, industry layouts and
support measures for Al and
robotics. Eight high-quality projects
were presented, strengthening ties
between the Yangtze River Delta
and the Greater Bay Area in Al and
robotics innovation.

Aspartofthe Shanghai visit, IPIM
and the Economic Development
Bureau of the Guangdong-Macao
In-Depth  Co-operation Zone in
Henggin visited six enterprises in
sectors such as financial technology,
digital management, and film
and entertainment for targeted
investment promotion, according to
the statement.

The initiative aims to motivate
more local enterprises to leverage
Hengqin’s preferential policies
to establish production bases,
research and development centres,
or international headquarters,
contributing to Macau’s
appropriately diversified economic
development, the statement
concluded. m

Police bust 3 illegal exchange cases

Armindo Neves

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers
busted three illegal currency
exchange cases on Wednesday,
PJ spokesman Cheong Sio Keong
said in a special press conference
yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect
in the first case as a 26-year-
old female surnamed Xia; in the
second case a 61-year-old female
surnamed Liu; and in the third
case a 41-year-old male surnamed
Liu. All of them told the police
that they are from the mainland
and unemployed.

In the first case, according to
Cheong, on Wednesday morning,
PJ officers patrolling a casino
in Zape noticed Xia (a female
suspect) and a gambler, who later
became a witness in the case,
finalising an illegal currency
exchange. The officers took action
after the duo had exchanged

| o

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded illegal exchange dealer

cash for gambling chips. The
officers seized HK$13,000 in
cash, HK$97,000 in chips and a
smartphone.

Cheong said that Xia had
been engaged in illegal currency
exchange activities since the
beginning of the year. She told the
police that she had made a profit
of some 4,000 yuan so far.

In the second case, according to
Cheong, on Wednesday afternoon,
PJ officers patrolling a casino
in Zape noticed Liu (a female
suspect) and a gambler, who later
also became a witness in the case,
finalising an illegal currency
exchange. PJ officers took action
after they exchanged cash for
casino chips. The officers seized
HK$20,000 in cash, HK$2,000 in
chips and a smartphone.

According to Cheong, Liu
told the police that she had been
involved in illegal currency
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surnamed Xia to a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.

- Photos: Armindo Neves

exchange activities since January,
having made a profit of 2,000
yuan so far.

In the third case, according to
Cheong, on Wednesday morning,
PJ officers on patrol in a casino in
the city centre noticed Liu (the male
suspect) and a gambler, who later
also became a witness, finalising
an illegal currency exchange. PJ
officers took action after the duo
exchanged cash for gambling chips.
The officers seized HK$59,500 in
chips and one smartphone.

According to Cheong, Liu
had been involved in illegal
currency exchange activities since
the middle of June. He told the
police that he had made a profit of
HK$4,000 so far.

The trio have been transferred
to the Public Prosecutions Office
(MP), facing illegal currency
exchange charges, according to
Cheong. m

Evidence seized from Xia is displayed
during yesterday’s special press
conference at the Judiciary Police (PJ)
headquarters in Zape.
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MPU students explore Huawei’s sports tech lab

umlmllﬂlmm”m,\;

Khalel Vallo

Faculty and students from the Master’s
Degree Programme in Sports and Physical
Education at Macao Polytechnic University
(MPU) have recently visited the Huawei
Health and Sports Science Laboratory in
Dongguan to deepen their understanding
of intelligent wearable technology and its
role in sports science, according to a MPU
statement yesterday.

The driving distance between Macau and
Dongguan is about 120 km. Dongguan is
one of the 11 cities of the Greater Bay Area
(GBA).

The statement said that the visit was
organised by the Faculty of Health and
Sports Sciences (FHSS-MPU) to encourage
young students to advance the sports industry
through science and technology, contributing
to the “Healthy China” initiative.

The delegation toured the laboratory’s
facilities at Songshan Lake* and participated
in interactive experiences focused on
wearable technology, sports health data
analysis, and scientific and technological
preparations for the Olympic Games, the
statement highlighted.

During the exchange, the statement
noted, MPU faculty and students engaged in
in-depth discussions with laboratory experts
on the theme of “Intelligent Wearable
Devices and Trends in Sports Technology.”
Topics included the application of intelligent
devices in monitoring sports training and
athletes’ psychological adjustment, as well
as the optimisation effects of wearable
devices in specialised training, exemplified
by dragon boat racing.
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This undated handout photo provided by Macau Polytechnic University (MPU) yesterday shows
faculty and students of the public university inside the Huawei Health and Sports Science Laboratory in

Dongguan.

Gao Binghong, coordinator of the
Doctoral Programme in Physical Education
and Sports Sciences, was quoted by the
statement as saying that postgraduate
students in Sports Sciences should develop
themselves in four areas: “knowledge
accumulation, mastery of methods, problem
solving, and self-improvement,” to better
integrate scientific research results with the
actual needs of the industry.

Li Xiangchen, a researcher from
the General Administration of Sport of

China, noted that the Huawei Health
and Sports Science Laboratory aims to
promote technology transfer and Olympic
preparations, while adopting an industry-
university-research ecosystem and
cultivating interdisciplinary talent, according
to the statement.

Using Huawei’s intelligent wearable
devices, students were able to monitor
electrocardiograms**, blood oxygen levels,
and other health indicators in real time,
experiencing firsthand how technology is

8% LW M2025F 17 ¢ ART MACAO 2025 COLLATERAL EXHIBITION
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enhancing public health management, the
statement said.

Li added that, as of 2023, the platform
had served 320 million users globally and
collaborated with more than 60 institutions,
including the General Hospital of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA), to
develop health risk assessment algorithms.

The public university concluded that its
Faculty of Health and Sports Sciences will
continue to promote academic research
and industry cooperation, encouraging
students to follow developments in national
health and actively participate in scientific
and technological innovation in the GBA,
as well as noting that through exchanges
with domestic and international research
institutions and enterprise platforms, the
faculty aims to advance sports sciences,
health management, and intelligent
technologies, cultivate interdisciplinary
talent, and contribute to the “Healthy China”
initiative. W

* Songshan Lake (Yn11#) is a high-
tech industrial zone and scenic area in
Dongguan,playing a key role in the GBA as
a centre for innovation, R&D, and advanced
manufacturing. — DeepSeek

**4n electrocardiogram (ECG or EKG)
is a quick, painless test that measures the
electrical activity of the heart. It helps
doctors check for heart problems by tracking
the heartbeats rhythm and detecting issues
like heart attacks, irregular beats, or poor
blood flow. Small sticky patches (electrodes)
are placed on the chest, arms, and legs,
which record the heart's signals as waves on
a screen or paper — DeepSeek

Art
Macao
B M

H‘ L

ILYA MILSTEIN




PAGE FOUR
The Macau Post Daily Your trusted source for real news FRIDAY August 15,2025

=0
Sy R ol .
= \‘.‘ { Y b” 4
il
1 T U b

Wa s \
| b
¥ . b l
8 R
" \4\““

I !
)
|

R R %
[L12]

BB A R Y R 6
LT T T T T M xS AT s m

RE K7, 4 AR HE
4%4&#@,;%5&%’4% e
- | Cnk S

Review by Armindo Neves
The Cardinal Newman Centre for Culture and Arts Performance of Macau (CCCN) is hosting an exhibition

whose Chinese name “F&M: HIE, HEFIREE R4 ZMF......” translates as “I may be silent, but my mind is full of
thoughts......”, aiming to showcases young people’s inner voices.

The exhibition had been organised by Macao Diocesan of Performance Arts and Culture Association.

Chan Sio Fong, curator of the exhibition, writes in a message on the venue’s information board that that while
language is a primary tool for communication, accurately conveying thoughts and feelings remains challenging.

In today’s efficiency-driven society, people rush to speak but rarely pause to listen, and well-intentioned words
often morph into accusations, fracturing relationships.

In her message, Chan reveals that she collected the voices of local youngsters who in handwritten messages
—in Chinese and English - on notepad sheets unveiled the unspoken emotions behind their silence - helplessness,
grievances, joy, and gratitude. Through texts and visual designs, Chan says in the message that the exhibition aims
to create an egalitarian space for dialogue, drawing attention to the invisible harm words can inflict.

The exhibition, according to her message, aims to assure teenagers that “you’re not alone,” as it guides them
to reflect on communication barriers while inviting adults to reconsider how to foster safer spaces for expression.
With no prescribed answers, Chan says, each visitor may gain unique insights. Her message also expresses hope that
this showcase, in our efficiency-obsessed society, can become a starting point for pausing, listening, and rebuilding
connections — making authentic dialogue possible.

The most heartbreaking exhibits are two handwritten cards — one by a 10-year-old reading “Mom always scolds
me, [ don’t want to live anymore”, and another by a 13-year-old asking “Why am I blamed for things that aren’t my
fault?”

These cries of despair lay bare the communication crisis between generations, forcing exhibitiongoers to
confront the problem of how habitual criticism can fracture young spirits.

The exhibition, which commenced on July 31, continues until August 31. It is open from Monday through Friday
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 1p.m. and from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
The centre is located at 55 Calgada da Vitoria (15155 314 5558 1 ).

w
(1.7 /3

These photos taken on Wednesday show some
of the “Tkif i, Tt Bur £ Mf.....”
exhibits at Cardinal Newman Centre for Culture
and Arts Performance of Macau (CCCN Macau).
- Photos: Armindo Neves
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Sports park project on ex-dog racetrack to start in Q1
next year, 1° phase to cost around 1.3 billion patacas

Tony Wong

The Public Works Bureau (DSOP) said
yesterday that the first-phase construction of
its project to build a sports park, i.e., a park
featuring various sporting facilities, on the
plot of land where the now-defunct greyhound
racetrack (Yat Yuen Canidrome) and its
adjacent, currently still in-use Lin Fong Sports
Centre are located is scheduled to get off the
ground in the first quarter of next year.

According to  yesterday’s DSOP
announcements, the project’s first-phase
construction is slated to cost around
1.3 billion patacas.

The government launched a public
tender early last month for the sports park’s
first-phase construction. Potential bidders
were required to submit their quotations by
Wednesday, August 13.

A total of 17 construction companies had
submitted their bids, which were unsealed
by DSOP officials yesterday. All bids were
accepted.

A statement by the burcau yesterday
announced that the quotations for the project’s
first-phase construction proposed by the 17
bidders range from 1.27 billion patacas to
1.36 billion patacas.

The tender has set a maximum period of
1,014 working days for the winning bidder
to complete the sports park’s first-phase
construction.

Yesterday’s statement announced that the
first-phase construction periods proposed by
the 17 bidders range from 913 to 973 working
days.
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The image downloaded from the Public Works Bureau’s (DSOP) website yesterday shows the design of the
future sports park indicating its first phase (yellow) and second phase (blue).

The current Lin Fong Sports Centre, next to
the former dog racetrack, comprises a pavilion
and a running track plus a football pitch. The
pavilion situated at the area’s southern tip
includes various facilities such as swimming
pools, table tennis tables, a gym, and arecas
used for various other sporting activities.

The sports park project will be carried out
in two phases.

The statement noted that in the sports
park’s first phase, the existing buildings and

Macau logs this year
7" chikungunya case

Tony Wong

Macau recorded this year’s seventh
imported case of chikungunya fever
yesterday, the Health Bureau (SSM)
announced in a statement last night.

According to the statement, the patient
is a 10-year-old local boy who lives in
Block 6 of the Kin Wa Building residential
estate in Areia Preta district.

The boy participated in a training camp
in Guangzhou’s Baiyun District between
August 2 and 11. After returning to Macau,
the statement said, he came down with a
fever, a rash on his face and right forearm,

"

and joint pain in his arms and legs on
Wednesday morning, after which he was
taken for treatment to the private Kiang Wu
Hospital that night.

According to the statement, he was
diagnosed with chikungunya fever by the
Health Bureau’s Public Health Laboratory
yesterday.

The boy has meanwhile been transferred
to the public Conde de Sdo Januario
Hospital Centre for inpatient treatment.

The boy was in a stable condition and
still undergoing hospital treatment at the
time of last night’s statement. B

This handout photo released by the Health Bureau (SSM) yesterday shows a training session on
Tuesday for its staff members equipping them with skills needed for chemical mosquito control

operations.

other structures once used for greyhound-
racing purposes will be demolished, where
three new sports pavilions will be constructed.

The statement underlined that the Lin Fong
Sports Centre, situated where the sports park’s
second phase will be carried out, will remain
open during the project’s first phase.

The statement noted that only after the
completion and opening of the three pavilions
in the first phase, will the second phase be
carried out, during which the current Lin Fong

Sports Centre’s pavilion, as well as its running
track and football pitch, will be demolished,
after which a pavilion for children will be
built where the current pavilion is located,
while a revamped running track and a new
football pitch will be laid where the current
ones are located.

Moreover, according to the DSOP website,
the sports park project will also include a
single floor underground public carpark,
where 69 parking spaces for cars and 166
parking spaces for motorcycles will be set up
in the first phase, while 415 parking spaces for
cars and 425 parking spaces for motorcycles
will be set up in the second phase.

Yesterday’s statement pointed out that the
whole plot where the sports park will be built
covers an area of 40,425 square metres.

According to the DSOP website, the
No. 1 Pavilion, with four floors, will have
swimming pools, basketball courts, running
tracks, and cycle paths for children.

The six-floor No. 2 Pavilion will have
a skatepark, an area for table tennis, wall
climbing facilities, volleyball courts, and
badminton courts.

The seven-floor Pavilion No. 3 will have
a five-a-side football field, a two-storey
multipurpose room, and multifunctional
activity rooms.

According to the website, the children’s
pavilion, which will only be constructed
in the second phase, will have an outdoor
activity area, an indoor playground, creative
classrooms, a reading area, and activity
rooms. W

Guangzhou-based entrepreneurship
contest launched in Macau
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Mike Loh, manager of Innovation and Business Affairs Office of the Guangzhou HKUST Fok Ying Tung
Research Institute, briefs representatives from institutions slated to organise teams to join the upcoming
competition, including local higher education institutions, during yesterday’s launch ceremony at the

Macao Young Entrepreneur Incubation Centre.

Tony Wong

The 2025 edition of a technological
innovation and entrepreneurship competition,
jointly organised by the Guangzhou Municipal
Science and Technology Bureau and the Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology
(HKUST), which is accepting innovation
projects submitted by teams from Hong
Kong, Macau and Taiwan, was launched in
Macau yesterday, aiming to source good-
quality projects from the three regions with
their commercial applications to get off the
ground in Guangzhou.

The organisation of the competition
is jointly implemented by the Guangzhou
HKUST Fok Ying Tung Research Institute
and the Guangzhou Science and Technology
Progress Foundation.

A launch ceremony was held at the Macao
Young Entrepreneur Incubation Centre in

- Photo: Tony Wong

Nam Tung Commercial Centre yesterday.

The ongoing period for entrepreneurship
teams to sign up is running until the middle
of next month, after which various rounds of
contests will be held, with the finals to be held
in Guangzhou’s Nansha District in October.

Mike Loh (E:i&5#), manager of
Innovation and Business Affairs Office of the
Guangzhou HKUST Fok Ying Tung Research
Institute, told yesterday’s ceremony that the
organisers are aiming to draw 300 projects
from Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan for
the upcoming competition, pointing out that
about 200 projects from the three regions
participated in last year’s contest.

Loh pointed out that the competition
aims to provide a platform for innovation
projects with great potential for commercial
applications to draw attention from potential
investors in the mainland. m
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China strengthens all-round efforts
to counter climate strains

Analysis by Xinhua writer Gao Zhu

BEIJING — The summer of 2025 has tested China
with familiar yet intensifying climate challenges, from
heavy rainfall in some northern areas to persistent
inland heat, with global warming adding to the
variability.

While shifting climate patterns have posed challenges,
the country’s responses have reflected long-term efforts
in ecological protection, green development and disaster
preparedness, positioning it well to manage a season of
volatile weather.

RISING AWARENESS

Notably, 2024 was the hottest year on record globally,
with warming and El Nifio contributing to evident
anomalies in many parts of China, thereby underscoring
the need for urgency in strengthening adaptation capacity,
said a June report from the Ministry of Ecology and
Environment.

China, keenly aware of changes in climate and their
impact on daily life, has put effective climate adaptation
and response high on its government agenda.

At policy level, policymakers are embedding climate
considerations across planning and emergency management
— under a climate framework set through 2035 that pairs
greenhouse gas cuts with climate risk management. A
resolution adopted at a tone-setting plenum in July last
year further called for improving the working system for
adapting to climate change.

Urban adaptation is being pushed forward through a
network of climate-adaptive city pilots, with 39 cities
nationwide advancing integrated measures that combine
infrastructure with environmental factors.

As a part of these efforts, more Chinese cities are
adopting what is known as the sponge city approach,
which entails absorbing rain during wet periods, storing
and purifying it in normal times, and releasing it in dry
seasons to boost flood resilience.

Gong Yongwei, a professor at Beijing University
of Civil Engineering and Architecture, said sponge city
projects should be effectively integrated with large-scale
urban flood control and drainage systems to provide a
more comprehensive response to waterlogging.

RESTORING RESILIENCE

Beyond cities, decades of ecological restoration,
including large-scale afforestation, grassland and wetland
programs, have managed to curb desertification, improve
local climates and turn restored landscapes into natural
buffers that help cope with pressures and challenges
stemming from issues related to weather and climate
impacts.

The country now boasts a total forest area of 283.7
million hectares, with forest coverage exceeding 25
percent of its total land area — up from a mere 12 percent
in the early 1980s.

China is also home to the world’s largest total human-
made forest area. In 2024 alone, China planted 4.45 million
hectares of trees and improved 3.22 million hectares of
grassland.

Home to nearly one-fifth of the world’s population,
China’s green transformation carries global significance.
Also, in the period from 2016 to 2023, China provided
US$24.5 billion in climate funding to other developing
countries.

Zhang Yunfei, a researcher at Renmin University of
China, said China’s unwavering push for green cooperation
is delivering tangible benefits to more countries and
regions, with its development philosophy offering broad
inspiration for the Global South.

TECH-POWERED RISK REDUCTION

China’s growing ability to manage climate risks is
closely tied to advances in meteorological science and
technology.

The country operates the world’s largest integrated
weather monitoring network — via nine meteorological
satellites in orbit, 546 weather radars and over 70,000
ground observation stations.

This smart forecasting system delivers nationwide
coverage at S-kilometer resolution, with 93-percent
accuracy in terms of heavy rain alerts and a 43-minute
lead time for severe convective weather. Accuracy in
forecasting typhoon movement also remains among the
best globally.

Recent examples show how these systems translate
into real-world risk reduction. Ahead of Typhoon Wipha’s
landfall in Guangdong Province in south China on July 20,
early warnings prompted the city of Taishan to suspend
port operations, halt outdoor work at construction sites and
evacuate residents from dangerous housing in advance.

During Typhoon Gaemi’s presence in Fujian Province
in 2024, meanwhile, staged forecasts enabled the relocation
of over 300,000 residents from high-risk areas.

Experts say China’s early meteorological warning
system, rooted in national conditions and practical
experience, offers an efficient model for disaster prevention
that has gained global recognition as a valuable approach
to tackling the climate change.

Internationally, in support of the United Nations Early
Warnings for All Initiative, China released an action plan
in November 2024 to advance open regional early-warning
cooperation and strengthen information sharing, resource
allocation and action coordination. — Xinhua
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Panda-shaped bag charms to be exported are displayed at a toy manufacturing factory in Dazhou City, Sichuan Province, on Monday.
Bag charms have gained popularity in China recently, which allow young people to express themselves while fueling an emerging
business. E-commerce data from this year’s “June 18” shopping spree showed that trendy toys ranked among the most vigorous
sectors in “new consumption” in the country. Bag charms, for their part, have evolved into a full-fledged industry chain that ranges

from original designs to intellectual property franchising, and from manufacturing to distribution.

- Xinhua
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Beautiful China vision
has sown the seeds
for the blossoming of
an ecological civilization

China Daily Editorial

It is the right actions based on the right answers to the
right questions that determine whether progress can be
achieved or not.

This is exactly the case when it comes to the development of
China’s environmental protection and ecological conservation.

Twenty years ago on August 15, 2005, President Xi Jinping,
then secretary of the Communist Party of China provincial
committee of Zhejiang, made the now well-known remark that
lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets when
answering the question of how development can be ecologically
and environmentally friendly. This was subsequently developed
into one of his guiding theories for China’s sustainable
development.

The recognition that economic growth can not be achieved
at the expense of the natural environment is the cornerstone of
Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization, which is firmly
grounded in the traditional Chinese philosophy of harmony
between humanity and nature. Under the guidance of this
framework, a host of creative, forward-looking and important
initiatives have been taken with the aim of building a Beautiful
China that satisfies the ancient ideal. As a result, the country’s
ecological and environmental protection efforts have produced
sweeping, historic and transformative changes.

What makes this guiding theory particularly noteworthy
is the fact that it points the way toward integrating ecological
protection and economic development, creating a virtuous cycle.

The output value of China’s forest and grass industry
increased from 726.9 billion yuan in 2005 to 10.17 trillion yuan
in 2024. At the same time, the forest coverage has expanded from
18.21 percent of the country’s total territory in 2006 to more than
25 percent now. In the past two decades, of the increased green
area worldwide, China has contributed 25 percent, the highest
of all countries.

Under the guidance of this theory, China’s fight against
desertification has made notable achievements. The
desertification control rate in Kubuqi Desert in the Inner
Mongolia autonomous region has increased from 7 percent,
early this century, to 40 percent today. The endeavors various
localities have made in environmental protection and ecological
conservation have resulted in the considerable improvement of
air and water quality.

Likewise, President Xi’s insistence on ecological conservation
has changed people’s mentality about the relationship between
environmental protection and economic development.

Under the guidance of Xi’s vision of an ecological civilization,
the country has applied a system of ecological conservation red
lines, established a protected areas system with national parks as
the mainstay, carried out major biodiversity protection projects,
and conducted stringent enforcement and supervision. A large
number of rare and endangered species have been placed under
effective protection, and the diversity, stability and sustainability
of the ecosystem have kept improving.

That quite a number of villages in various provinces and
autonomous regions have shaken off poverty and become
prosperous by leveraging their natural resources for eco-
tourism has verified the truth that clear waters and lush
mountains can produce development dividends if the right
approach is adopted.

Behind China’s announcement of its dual carbon goals —
carbon peaking before the year 2030 and carbon neutrality before
the year 2060 — is the shift in mentality and awareness of the need
to realize an ecological civilization. As a result, what the country
has achieved in its environmental protection and ecological
conservation as well as the technological breakthroughs it has
made in this regard has become a reference for the world.

More countries are drawing on China’s experience in
ecological civilization, from eco-cultural villages in South
Africa to solar-powered land restoration in Uzbekistan and
marine protection in Peru. Guided by the vision that “lucid
waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets”, China is
advancing its own green transition while cooperating with over
100 countries on clean energy, supplying the majority of the
world’s photovoltaic modules and wind power equipment.

This approach shows that economic growth and ecological
protection can progress together, and China will continue
working with the world to ensure a clean, beautiful planet for
future generations. — China Daily
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Exhibition honors role of
overseas Chinese in war
against Japanese aggression

BEIJING - An exhibition
opened in Beijing yesterday to honor
overseas Chinese contributions
in the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance ~ Against ~ Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War.

The exhibition, which features
nearly 400 artifacts, is being held
at the Overseas Chinese History
Museum of China to commemorate
the 80" anniversary of victory in the
wars.

It aims to pay tribute to overseas
Chinese for their selfless support

for the Chinese nation when it was
at risk of falling apart. It presents
a panoramic view of the indelible
achievements of overseas Chinese
in the wars.

Itis the first time that the museum
has organized a comprehensive
physical exhibition on this subject
since it opened in 2014.

The museum has also partnered
with the Guangdong Provincial
Federation of Returned Overseas
Chinese to host photography
exhibitions in multiple cities in the
province. —Xinhua

China, India in close
communication to promote
resumption of direct flights:

spokesperson

BEIJING — China has for some
time been in close communication
with India to promote the early
resumption of direct flights between
the two countries, foreign ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian said yesterday.

Lin made the remarks when
answering a query concerning the
report saying that India and China
are set to resume direct flight
connections as soon as next month,
and Airlines in India have been asked
by the Indian government to prepare
flights to China at short notice.

Lin said the total population of
China and India combined is over
2.8 billion. Resuming direct flights
between the Chinese mainland and
India helps facilitate cross-border
travel, exchanges and cooperation,
he added.

When asked to comment on
the positive momentum of China-
India relations, as well as the two

countries’ cooperation on the global
stage, Lin said a cooperative pas de
deux of the dragon and the elephant
as partners helping each other
succeed is the right choice for the
two sides since they are both major
developing countries and important
members of the Global South.

Lin said China stands ready
to work with India to act on the
important common understandings
reached between leaders of the two
countries, consistently increase
political mutual trust, expand
exchanges and cooperation together,
properly handle differences while
bearing in mind the bigger picture,
and strengthen coordination and
cooperation on such multilateral
platforms as  the  Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO),
with a view to promoting the sound
and steady development of China-
India relations. — Xinhua

China urges Japan to stay
prudent on Taiwan question

BEIJING — China is urging Japan
to have a profound reflection on history,
learn lessons from history, stay prudent
on the Taiwan question, refrain from
harming China’s sovereignty in any
form, and avoid sending any wrong
message to “Taiwan independence”
separatist forces, a foreign ministry
spokesperson said in Beijing yesterday.

Spokesperson Lin Jian made the
remarks when asked to comment
on media reports that the Japanese
government said Chinese Minister
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Han Jun canceled his planned
visit to Japan, and there are media
analyses saying that the move is
related to the visit to Japan by the
head of Taiwan’s so-called foreign
affairs authorities Lin Chia-lung.

“I’d refer you to competent
authorities on the specific reason
of Minister Han Jun postponing his
visit to Japan,” said Lin Jian, adding
that China holds an open attitude
toward maintaining engagement at

various levels with Japan.

The spokesperson said that if
Japan has the sincerity of conducting
exchanges with China, it should take
concrete actions to earnestly abide
by the one-China principle, uphold
the political foundation of China-
Japan relations, and act on the spirit
of the four political documents
between China and Japan as
well as Japan’s commitment of
comprehensively advancing the
China-Japan strategic relationship
of mutual benefit, instead of saying
one thing but doing another.

On Lin Chia-lung’s visit to Japan,
the spokesperson stressed that by
allowing Lin Chia-lung to pay a
“personal trip,” Japan provides a stage
for the separatist activities of “Taiwan
independence”  forces, seriously
violates the basic norms governing
international relations and principles
in the four political documents
between China and Japan, and sends
out a severely wrong signal. — Xinhua
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China to launch new type of visa
for young science, technology
professionals

BEIJING — China will introduce
anew visa category for young science
and technology talent, following a
decision by the State Council.

Premier Li Qiang has signed a
State Council decree to promulgate
the decision to amend the country’s
regulation on the administration of
foreigners’ entries and exits.

According to the decision,
China will add a K visa to its
ordinary visa categories, available
to eligible young science and
technology professionals.

Applicants for this visa must
meet the qualifications and
requirements set by relevant
Chinese authorities and submit
supporting documentation.

The new rules will take effect
on October 1.

Compared with the existing
12 ordinary visa types, K visas
will offer more convenience to
holders in terms of number of
permitted entries, validity period
and duration of stay, according to

a press conference held by relevant
authorities on Thursday.

After entering China, K visa
holders can engage in exchanges
in fields such as education, culture,
and science and technology, as
well as relevant entrepreneurial
and business activities.

Bar specific age, educational
background and work experience
requirements, applications for K visas
do not require a domestic employer
or entity to issue an invitation, and
the application process will also be
more streamlined.

“China’s development requires
the participation of talent from
around the world, and China’s
development also provides
opportunities for them,” according
to the press conference.

The decision aims to further
implement China’s  workforce
development strategy in the
new era, facilitate the entry for
foreign young sci-tech talent into
China, and promote international

cooperation and exchanges among
young sci-tech professionals, said
officials at the press conference.
The decision is announced amid
China’s continuous streamlining of
visa rules to promote international
exchanges over recent years.
As of the end of July, China had
introduced unilateral  visa-free
entry or mutual visa-exemption
agreements with 75 countries.
Buoyed by these relaxed visa
rules — particularly the expansion
of the country’s visa-free travel
programs — China has seen
increasing numbers of international
visitors arriving at its borders.
According to the National
Immigration Administration,
foreign nationals made a total of
38.05 million trips to or from China
in the first six months of 2025 — an
increase of 30.2 percent year on
year. Of these trips, 13.64 million
involved visa-free entries, which
was an increase of 53.9 percent over
the same period last year. — Xinhua

Chinese, Cambodian, Thai FMs share
tea gathering in Yunnan

BEIJING — Foreign Minister
Wang Yi yesterday invited
Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn
and Thai Foreign Minister Maris
Sangiampongsa to a tea gathering
in Anning in southwest China’s
Yunnan Province, and the three
sides engaged in friendly and
candid communication in a
harmonious atmosphere in talking
about the border conflicts between
Cambodia and Thailand.

Wang, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee, said that neither
Cambodia nor Thailand want the
border conflicts to continue and
both are willing to resume dialogue
and improve relations, adding that
the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation
(LMC) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
to be held in Anning provides an
opportunity for both sides to
pursue these aims.

He also pointed out that the
word “Anning” implies peace,
harmony and amity in Chinese —

»

and it is hoped that both Cambodia
and Thailand can jointly speak out
for peace while in Anning.

Noting that China supports
Cambodia and Thailand in
engaging in dialogue, eliminating
misunderstandings, rebuilding
mutual trust and restoring normal
exchanges and cooperation, Wang
said China backs both sides in
fully implementing the consensus
reached at the extraordinary session
of the General Border Committee
(GBC) meeting between Cambodia
and Thailand and consolidating the
ceasefire situation without delay.

China also supports the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in playing its
due role and properly resolving
issues in the ASEAN way, supports
both sides in responding to the
demands of the two peoples and
reopening the border crossings as
soon as possible, Wang said.

China is willing to provide
support and assistance for clearing
of mines and other activities in
the border areas of Cambodia and

| Foreign Minister

. Wang Yi (center),

| also a member of the
Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of
China (CPC) Central
Committee, holds
hands with Cambodian
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Prak Sokhonn (left) and
Thai Foreign Minister
Maris Sangiampongsa
on the sidelines of a a
tea gathering in Anning,
Yunnan Province,
yesterday. - Xinhua
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Thailand in accordance with the
will of both sides, Wang said. He
added that Cambodia and Thailand
are eternal neighbors and brothers,
and it is believed that the two sides
can manage specific disputes well
and join hands to address various
global challenges.

This will surely be welcomed
by the people of both countries and
is also the common expectation of
regional countries, Wang stated.

The foreign ministers of
Cambodia and Thailand sincerely
appreciated China for providing
the opportunity for communication
between the two sides and highly
appreciated China’s constructive
role in easing the situation and
promoting dialogue.

Both sides emphasized the
value of peace and the importance
of  good-neighborliness, and
reaffirmed their willingness to
actively implement the ceasefire
agreement, make full use of the
dialogue mechanism, and manage
and resolve disputes through
peaceful means. — Xinhua




