
Hainan Free Trade Port to o!cially launch 
island-wide independent customs operation

China’s Hainan Free Trade Port (FTP) will officially launch 
an island-wide independent customs operation on December18, 
2025, an official with the country’s top economic planner 
announced yesterday.           – Story on p. 7

States legally obligated to tackle 
climate change: ICJ

The world’s highest court yesterday declared that 
states have a legal obligation to tackle climate change and 
that failing to do so was a “wrongful act” that could open 
the door to reparations.           –  Story on p. 11

Portugal backs Morocco’s Western 
Sahara sovereignty claim 

Portugal on Tuesday became the latest nation to 
back Morocco’s plan to give autonomy under Moroccan 
sovereignty to the disputed Western Sahara territory.

  – Story on p. 12 
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Ida Cheong
Coinciding with World Hepatitis 

Day* on July 28, a raft of activities will 
be held from Monday to Wednesday next 
week, featuring interactive booth games 
and free rapid Hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
testing, aiming to raise residents’ aware-
ness and concern about hepatitis B, 
the Health Bureau (SSM) said in a state-
ment earlier this week.

The statement noted that the free test 
for detecting Hepatitis B surface antigen 
(HBsAg) will be available for residents, 
aged at least 18, unsure of their HBV 
infection status, although the testing 
quota is limited and will be offered on 
a first-come, first-served basis, with the 
aim of helping residents understand their 
HBV infection status.

The three-day event, themed 
“Eliminate Hepatitis Together”, will 
take place at cooked food centres across 
three municipal wet markets: the Patane 
Food Court on Monday, Iao Hon Venders 
Building on Tuesday, and S. Lourenço 
Market Food Centre on Wednesday.

According to the 2016 “Macau Health 
Survey,” the Hepatitis B virus infection 
rate among adult residents in Macau is 
7.6 percent, representing about seven to 
eight out of every 100 adults infected.

The “Macau Health Survey” is 
conducted every 10 years by the Health 
Bureau (SSM), and the next “Macau 
Health Survey “ will be conducted next 
year, according to a SSM statement in 
March.

Currently, there is no cure for 
Hepatitis B, but antiviral drug treatment 
can effectively control the progression of 
the disease.

The statement pointed out that 
Chronic Hepatitis B virus carriers often 
have no obvious symptoms, but the virus 
in their bodies can continuously damage 
their liver, leading to chronic hepatitis. In 
the long term, this significantly increases 
the risk of serious complications such as 
liver cirrhosis and liver cancer.

Therefore, chronic HBV carriers 
need to maintain long-term self-
health management, including regular 
check-ups, medical follow-ups, and 
adopting a healthy lifestyle, to prevent 
complications, the statement said.

The statement noted that in order 
to implement the overall goals and 

targets set out in the “Healthy Macao 
Blueprint,”** the government promotes 
the “Healthy Community” initiative, 
adding that through cross-departmental 
collaboration and mobilising community 
organisations, it continuously carries 
out diverse community health education 
activities, striving to enhance residents’ 
health literacy and promote their capacity 
for self-health management.

For more information about the 
activities, please visit the SSM bureau 
website www.ssm.gov.mo/hepday. 

* World Hepatitis Day is an annual 
global observance held on July 28 to raise 
awareness about viral hepatitis, promote 
prevention, testing and treatment, and 
advocate for the elimination of this 
public health threat. -DeepSeek

**The Healthy Macao Blueprint is 
a comprehensive long-term strategic 
plan launched by the Macau Special 
Administrative Region (MSAR) 
Government in July 2024, aiming to 
transform Macau into a “Healthy City” 
by 2030. – DeepSeek

Free 3-day HBV testing 
to start Monday: SSM  

This image provided by the Heath Bureau (SSM) on Monday shows its poster promoting next 
week’s “World Hepatitis Day” activities.

ISTANBUL – The third round of 
talks between Russia and Ukraine 
opened yesterday evening (local time) 
in Istanbul, with Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hakan Fidan urging both sides to end the 
“bloody war” as soon as possible.

“Our aim is to end this bloody war, which has a 
very high cost, as soon as possible ... The ultimate goal 
is a ceasefire that will pave the way to peace,” Fidan 
said as he opened the negotiations.        – AFP

 Turkey opens 3rd round 
of Russia-Ukraine talks 

in Istanbul

WASHINGTON – US President Donald Trump’s 
administration yesterday launched an investigation 
into Harvard University’s ability to sponsor visiting 
students and academics, part of a continuing crackdown 
on the elite institution.

Since taking office in January, Trump has repeatedly 
accused Harvard and other top US universities of having 
a “liberal” bias, accusing some of “antisemitism” to cut 
federal funding and demand greater oversight.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the latest 
investigation would examine whether the university 
was complying with regulations in the Exchange 
Visitor Programme.

That included probing whether the university was 
“conducting their programmes in a manner that does not 
undermine the foreign policy objectives or compromise 
the national security interests of the United States.”

“The American people have the right to expect 
their universities to uphold national security, comply 
with the law, and provide safe environments for all 
students,” he said in a statement.

Harvard has so far defied Trump’s calls to submit 
to oversight of its curriculum, staffing, student 
recruitment and “viewpoint diversity.”

Trump has cut federal grants for Harvard and tried 
a host of different tactics to block the institution from 
hosting international students.

The administration has sought to remove Harvard from 
an electronic student immigration registry and instructed 
embassies to deny visas to international students hoping 
to attend the Massachusetts-based university.

The administration insists its moves are legally 
justified over Harvard’s failure to protect Jewish 
students, particularly amid campus protests against 
Israel’s war in Gaza.

Harvard has sued the Department of Homeland 
Security and other agencies to block the efforts, 
arguing they are illegal and unconstitutional.       – AFP

US State Dept probes 
Harvard over visiting 
scholar programme
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Ada Lei
The Public Security Police (PSP) 

apprehended a local man on Saturday 
for drunk driving, with his blood 
alcohol concentration standing at 
1.99 grams per litre, PSP spokesman 
Lam Keong said during a regular 
press conference yesterday.

Lam identified the suspect as a 
24-year-old male surnamed Lam 
who told the police that he is jobless.

According to Lam, the Public 
Security Police (PSP) received 
a report early Saturday morning 
about a traffic accident near 
Estrada do Canal dos Patos (鴨
涌馬路). Upon arrival, the police 
found Lam lying on the road 
next to his motorcycle, reeking 
of alcohol. Lam had a fractured 
left hand and was immediately 
taken to hospital for treatment. 
A breathalyser test confirmed his 
blood alcohol concentration at 

1.99 grams per litre, indicating a 
drunk-driving offence.

Under questioning, Lam 
admitted to drinking alcoholic 
beverages in the mainland before 

driving in Macau.
Lam has been transferred to 

the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP), facing a charge for drunk 
driving. 

Police arrest local man for drunk driving

This undated handout photo provided by the Public Security Police (PSP) 
yesterday shows a PSP officer escorting the suspect into a police station.

Armindo Neves
Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs 

announced in a statement yesterday 
that a Hong Kong man attempted 
to smuggle 88 used smartphones 
into the mainland via Gongbei 
checkpoint.

Gongbei Customs announced 
the case, which was detected last 
Tuesday, in a statement yesterday, 
adding that the smuggler is 
surnamed Lam.

According to the statement, 
last Tuesday at noon Lam was 
intercepted by customs officers while 
entering Zhuhai through the “Green 
Channel” at the Gongbei checkpoint 
passenger inspection hall.

The statement said, customs 
officers noticed his unusually 
laboured gait while pushing a cart 
containing a paint bucket, prompting 
an inspection. The bucket’s abnormal 
weight and suspicious X-ray images 
led to its on-site dismantling, 
revealing 88 used mobile phones 

sealed in waterproof packaging 
inside the bucket.

In the statement, Gongbei 
Customs reminded the public that 
according to relevant regulations, 
evading customs supervision by 

hiding or bringing goods subject to 
taxes into the mainland constitutes 
smuggling. If the circumstances 
are severe enough to constitute a 
crime, criminal liability will be 
pursued. 

Hongkonger smuggles 88 used phones in paint 
bucket: Gongbei Customs

This undated handout provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs yesterday shows 
88 used phones sealed in waterproof packaging seized by Gongbei checkpoint 
customs officers last week.

Ada Lei
A woman from the mainland was 

arrested on Monday for engaging in 
illegal currency exchange activities, 
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Kim Fong said during a 
regular press conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect 
as a 54-year-old female surnamed 
Guo who told the police that she is 
jobless.

According to Cheong, PJ 
officers patrolling a casino in Cotai 
on Monday witnessed Guo engaging 
in an illegal currency exchange 
activity with two middle-aged 
male gamblers from the mainland. 
Guo approached the gamblers and 
offered a currency exchange deal. 
One of the gamblers then scanned 
the QR code provided by Guo, after 
which she handed over HK$30,000 
in cash to the gambler. After the 
deal, the gamblers entered the 
casino to gamble while Guo left. 
The police later apprehended Guo 
and the gamblers in the casino. The 
gamblers then turned witnesses in 
the case.

Under questioning, Guo refused 
to cooperate. The witnesses told 
police that Guo had exchanged 
HK$30,000 for 28,200 yuan. The 
police discovered that Guo had 
been engaging in illegal currency 

exchange activities since the 
beginning of this month, having 
earned a profit of 750 yuan from 
the latest deal. The police seized 
HK$160,000 and 60,000 yuan 
in cash from Guo, along with 
HK$25,900 in cash and chips from 
the gamblers.

Guo has been transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP), 
facing an illegal currency exchange 
charge, according to Cheong. 

Police bust illegal currency 
exchange dealer

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Kim Fong looks on during 
yesterday’s regular press conference. 

– Photo: Ada Lei

Khalel Vallo
The Cultural Affairs Bureau 

(IC) will hold its regular “Book for 
Book” swap event this weekend 
at Rotunda de Carlos da Maia 
(commonly known as “Three 
Lamps”), inviting the public to 
exchange used books and aiming 
to promote reading habits in the 
community through a convenient 
and accessible platform, according 
to an IC statement on Tuesday. 

The event will take place as part 
of an ongoing initiative to encourage 
community-wide reading, scheduled 
in odd numbered months from 
May to November, being set up at 
the “Three Lamps” roundabout on 
Saturday and Sunday, from 12 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., the statement noted. 

Participants may take up to 
20 books that meet the event’s 
criteria and exchange them for the 
same number of different titles. 
The process follows a one-in-
one-out system, where books are 

first verified on-site before the 
swap. Ineligible materials include 
outdated textbooks, damaged books, 
pirated editions, and other restricted 
categories to maintain quality and 
usability, the statement said.

To enrich the event, exhibition 
panels from the Macau Public 
Library will also be featured at the 
venue, showcasing the range of 
services and resources available 
to the public. The statement 

encouraged residents to take 
part in the meaningful exchange, 
turning unused books into new 
reading opportunities. By fostering 
accessible and sustainable literary 
engagement, the activity helps 
cultivate a stronger reading culture 
and a shared appreciation for 
literature within the community, 
according to the statement. 

IC to host ‘Book for Book’ swap at Three Lamps this weekend

This undated photo provided by the Cultural Affair Bureau (CI) recently shows 
participants during last year’s “Book for Book” swap activity last year.

This poster provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) recently promotes this 
weekend’s “Book for Book” swap at the “Three Lamps” roundabout.
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Khalel Vallo
The 30th Macao International 

Trade & Investment Fair (30th MIF), 

organised by the Commerce and 

Investment Promotion Institute 

(IPIM) and set to run from October 

22 to 25, under the theme “Macao, 

Gateway to Global Business”, at The 

Venetian Macao, is now accepting 

applications for its “Macao Local 

Enterprise Sales Area”. 

An IPIM statement from 

yesterday noted that in order 

to boost participation by local 

businesses, those eligible can 

enjoy an 80 percent discount on the 

exhibition fees, reducing the cost 

to 2,700 patacas, with applications 

open until August 6 via IPIM’s 

online system.

According to the statement, 

the “Macao Local Enterprise 

Sales Area” will feature four main 

product categories: smart home 

devices, daily necessities, food and 

beverages, and creative cultural 

products. 

Priority will be given to exhibitors 

with “M-Mark” certification, “Made 
in Macao” products, Macau agents 

for Portuguese-speaking countries 

and regions, and members of Macao 

Ideas or the Portuguese-speaking 

Countries Products Exhibition 

Centre. 

The statement also added that 

each qualified business may apply 
for one booth at the discounted rate. 

As booths and spaces are limited, 

applications will be submitted to a 

lucky draw if oversubscribed. Inter-

ested enterprises are encouraged 

to register early by contacting 

mif.sme@macauexpogroup.com

Celebrating its 30th anniversary, 

MIF will be held at Cotai Expo 

alongside two other UFI-certified 
expos*, the “2nd China-Portuguese-

Applications open for ‘Macao Local Enterprise Sales Area’ 
at 30th MIF with 80 pct discount

This undated handout photo provided by the Commerce and Investment Promotion 
Institute (IPIM) shows fairgoers at a previous MIF at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai Expo.

Speaking Countries Economic and 

Trade Expo (Macao)” and “Macao 

Franchise Expo 2025”. By integrating 

innovation and global market access, 

the fair aims to reinforce Macau’s role 

as a strategic platform for international 

trade and investment, according to the 

statement. 

Applications can be made by 

visiting the “Online Application 

System for Event Projects” at 

macaomice.ipim.gov.mo 

* A UFI-certified expo refers 
to an exhibition or trade show that 
meets the quality standards set 
by the Global Association of the 
Exhibition Industry (UFI). UFI is 
the leading global association for 
the trade fair industry, representing 
organisers, venues, and service 
providers. – DeepSeek 

Tony Wong
Kelvin Lam Hin San, who 

had headed the Transport Bureau 

(DSAT) for 10 years, has left the 

post of the bureau’s director as 

his appointment was not renewed 

when it expired on Monday, 

according to a notice published 

by the bureau in the Official 
Gazette (BO) yesterday.

Lam became the bureau’s 

director on July 22, 2015 when 

his appointment, made by the 

government’s then secretary 

for transport and public works 

Raimundo do Rosário, was 

scheduled to last one year. Since 

then, Lam’s appointment had 

been renewed every year for a 

year, with the last renewal of his 

appointment made by Rosário in 

July last year.

According to the notice 

gazetted yesterday, the latest 

renewal of Lam’s appointment, 

which was scheduled to expire 

on Monday this week, has not 

been renewed “upon his personal 

request”. The notice, signed by 

Lam on Thursday last week, did 

not mention why he made the 

request.

As of yesterday, there were no 

official announcements whether 
Lam will be appointed to a new 

post.

As the bureau’s director 

position has now been left vacant, 

Chiang Ngoc Vai, one of the 

bureau’s two deputy directors, is 

now the bureau’s acting director 

during the ongoing interim 

period, until the government 

formally makes an appointment 

of a new director.

As Monday this week was 

the last day Lam worked as the 

bureau’s director, Chiang has 

been the bureau’s acting director 

since Tuesday.

Meanwhile, according to an 

executive order by Secretary 

for Transport and Public Works 

Raymond Tam Vai Man gazetted 

yesterday, the government has 

authorised Chiang to perform 

various duties and functions in 

his capacity as the Transport 

Bureau’s acting director. 

Chiang’s authorised exercise of 

the various duties and functions 

took effect retroactively from 

Tuesday this week, according to 

the order.

The Transport Bureau 

was established in 2008 when 

Wong Wan was appointed as 

the bureau’s first director. Lam 
succeeded Wong in 2015 when 

the latter resigned from the 

position.

Lam joined the Macau Civil 

Aviation Authority (AACM) 

in 1995 where he had been 

working until July 2015 when he 

was appointed as the Transport 

Bureau’s director.

Lam holds two bachelor’s 

degrees, one in Civil Engineering 

and the other in Legal Studies, 

and two master’s degrees, in 

Civil Engineering and in Public 

Administration. 

Transport chief Kelvin 
Lam leaves post

Kelvin Lam Hin San, the then director 
of the Transport Bureau (DSAT), 
addresses a Q&A session in the 
Legislative Assembly’s (AL) hemicycle 
in May.            – Photo courtesy of TDM
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Bruno Moinard introduces his sketches displayed at GalaxyArt during yesterday’s 
media tour of “In the mind of Bruno Moinard”.    – Photos: Rui Pastorin

Rui Pastorin
Galaxy Entertainment Group (GEG) launched its “In the mind of Bruno 

Moinard” exhibition yesterday at the GalaxyArt gallery of Galaxy Macau in 
Cotai, with over 300 artworks on display until December 31.

Created and curated by Bruno Moinard, a renowned French interior designer, 
scenographer and painter, visitors to the free-admission exhibition will be able 
to see his oil paintings and sketches, among them being architectural sketches 
and design concepts of the soon-to-open Capella at Galaxy Macau, the design of 
which he spearheaded, and sketches of places he had travelled to.

Exhibitiongoers exploring the gallery will also find photos, informative videos 
and design manuscripts throughout the venue. Moreover, debut design concepts 
by his interior design studio Moinard Bétaille for Capella at Galaxy Macau are 
showcased, according to a statement from the integrated resort operator yesterday, 
noting that all of the works displayed are making their global debut.

Moinard is known for “blending the finest traditions of French craftsmanship 
with modern design” and was honoured as a Chevalier of the Legion of Honour in 
2010, the statement said. 

In terms of the exhibits he is showcasing, Moinard said that some include 
unfinished projects or projects have not been used yet. He also highlighted the 
sketches of Capella at Galaxy Macau, some of which were created during meetings.

Responding to questions by the Post during a group interview after yesterday’s 
opening ceremony and exhibition tour, Moinard noted that the exhibition can also 
show that sometimes, even a small sketch can become something bigger.

In terms of the exhibits he is showcasing, Moinard said that some include 
unfinished projects or projects have not been used yet. He also highlighted the 
sketches of Capella at Galaxy Macau, some of which were created during meetings.

Moreover, Moinard pointed out what he finds to be important when taking on 
projects and working with different brands, those being flexibility and adaptability, 
all the while being creative, a message that he also hopes to share with others 
through his pieces on display.

“In the mind of Bruno Moinard” is one of the Special Exhibitions organised by 
the six integrated resort operators for Art Macao. It also marks the 30th anniversary 

of Moinard’s career and 12 years of his eponymous design brand, Bruno 
Moinard Éditions.  One can visit it daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Explore Bruno Moinard’s world 
  through over 300 artworks  
         at GalaxyArt exhibition
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Tony Wong
Louie Wong Lok I has been 

the acting director of the Macau 
Government Information Bureau 
(GCS) since early this month, 
according to information updated 
on the government portal website 
and announcements published in 
the Official Gazette (BO) yesterday.

The bureau’s director position 
has been left vacant since Inês Chan 
Lou’s appointment as the bureau’s 
director expired on June 30 when it 
was not renewed.

Wong has been the bureau’s 
deputy director since March 1, 2014. 
The bureau has only one deputy 
director in its organisational structure.

According to an executive order 
published in the gazette yesterday, 

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai 
has authorised Wong to perform 
various duties and functions in his 
capacity as the Macau Government 
Information Bureau’s acting 
director. Wong’s authorised exercise 
of the various duties and functions 
took effect retroactively from July 
11, according to the order, which 
was signed by Sam that day.

The bureau is directly overseen 
by the chief executive.

According to information 
displayed on the government portal 
website yesterday, Wong is now the 
bureau’s acting director.

According to previous 
announcements published in the 
gazette, Wong, a former journalist, 
joined the Macau Government 

Information Bureau in 1996 when 
Macau was still under temporary 
Portuguese administration. He 
became a division chief in the bureau 
in 2000, before he was promoted to 
the head of the bureau’s Information 
Department in 2011. 

Louie Wong becomes info 
bureau’s acting director

Armindo Neves
The Macau Government 

Tourism Office (MGTO) plans to 
bring a raft of large-scale events to 
Zape next month, Deputy Director 
Cheng Wai Tong told the media on 
the sidelines of a public event at 
Galaxy Macau in Cotai yesterday. 

The initiative aims to 
boost the district’s commercial 
appeal while evaluating its 
business environment for future 
development, Cheng said. 

Cheng said that in mid-August, 
MGTO will partner with local 
associations to organise food 
markets and cultural and creative 
products bazaars in the Outer 
Harbour Land Reclamation (Zape) 
district, comprising 40 booths 
in total. The initiative is being 
launched as Macau has experienced 
a strong tourism recovery this 
month, he said, adding that the 
number of daily visitor arrivals 
during the summer holidays was 
forecast to be 110,000. 

Cheng also announced that 
MGTO would organise a string 
of large-scale events in Zape later 
this year, such as a new edition of 
its traditional Festival of Lights. 

Cheng also said that due to 
changing travel trends, fewer 
families are choosing package tours, 
as digital platforms have become 
the primary source for travel 
information and hotel bookings. 
MGTO will support the tour-guide 
sector through training programmes 
to help professionals adapt to these 
market shifts, Cheng said.  

Cheng’s remarks yesterday 
came in response to worries by 
businesspeople in Zape, those 
running small- and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in particular, 
that the closure of the district’s 
five “satellite casinos” by the 
end of the year would harm their 
business prospects. 

Speaking to the media in June, 
Economic and Technological 
Development Bureau (DSEDT) 
Director Yau Yun Wah acknowledged 
that about 160 businesses in Zape 
could be adversely impacted by the 
satellite casinos’ closure triggered 

by the government’s decision nearly 
three years ago that such casinos, 
i.e., gaming venues formally 
owned by any of Macau’s gaming 
concessionaires but managed 
by third parties on premises not 
owned by the respective gaming 
concessionaires, would not be 
allowed to continue operating after 
this year. 

The five satellite casinos  
affected by the government policy 
are Casa Real, Fortuna Kam Pek 
Paradise, Landmark, and Waldo.

In June, Yau detailed the 
government’s revitalisation plans 
for Zape, such as introducing 
attractions featuring international 
intellectual properties (Ips), 
implementing tourist spending 
incentives, and supporting 
community-organised events  

These measures, Yau said, aim 
to diversify Zape’s economy and 
attract non-gaming visitors.  

Also in June, a DSEDT 
statement announced the launch 
of comprehensive SME support 
programmes including financial 
aid schemes, credit guarantees, and 
digital transformation assistance.

Zape is home to a considerable 
number of pawnshops, restaurants, 
jewellery shops, pharmacies and 
other retail outlets traditionally 
patronised by casino gamblers.  

Moreover, also in June, govern-
ment officials proposed allocating 
650 million patacas to the Indus-
trial and Commercial Development 
Fund (FDIC) to help businesses 
affected by the 11 satellite casino 
closures, with funds targeted for 
Zape’s revitalisation and SMEs 
digital upgrades.

Only two of the 11 satellite 
casinos – L’Arc and Ponte 16 – are 
slated to continue operating, but 
no longer as third-party managed 
businesses but as those owned 
and managed directly by gaming 
concessionaire SJM. While L’Arc 
is located in Nape (Outer Harbour 
New Land Reclamation), Ponte 
16 is situated in the Inner Harbour 
district. SJM has said that it plans 
to acquire the full ownership of 
both casinos. 

MGTO vows to bring 
large-scale events to Zape 

next month

Pedestrians walk along a shopping street in Zape in June.          – Photo: MPDG 

Ida Cheong
The renovated Yiu Tung 

Building on the Macao University 
of Tourism’s (UTM) Taipa campus 
will start operating in the next 
academic year, featuring 58 theory-
based classrooms, 54 academic 
offices, four educational kitchens, 
mock front desks, and housekeeping 
classrooms, according to yesterday’s 
naming ceremony officiated by 
Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture Wallis O Lam and others.

The 2025/26 academic year is 
slated to start in September. 

The educational building was 
officially inaugurated and named 
after Francis Lui Yiu Tung, the head 
of Macau’s integrated resort operator 
and gaming concessionaire Galaxy. 

Yiu Tung Building (耀東樓) 
was formerly known as the Silver 
Jubilee Building (銀禧樓), with 
a total construction area of about 
16,000 square metres, according to 
a statement by the public university, 
which underlined that the high-rise 
will serve as the primary teaching 
venue for degree programmes, with 
a capacity of accommodating over 
2,000 students.

Trustees Committee of the UTM 
Development Foundation Inaugural 

Chairman and UTM Council Vice-
Chairman Francis Lui Yiu Tung said 
in a speech that with the continued 
support of the government, he 
hoped to work closely with UTM 
and all sectors of the community to 
further strengthen the high-quality 
development of Macau as a “Word 
Centre of Tourism and Leisure”.

Lui is chairman of K. Wah Group, 
chairman  of Hong Kong-listed K. 
Wah International Holdings Limited, 
chairman of Hong Kong-listed Galaxy 
Entertainment Group (GEG), and 
managing director of Galaxy Casino 
Company Limited, the official website 
of the Our Hong Kong Foundation, 
of which Lui is a special counsellor, 
points out, adding that “with over 40 
years of experience in the construction, 
property development, hospitality and 
entertainment sectors spanning across 
the Chinese mainland, Hong Kong, 
Macau, Southeast Asia and North 
America, he oversees the development 
and operational management of K. 
Wah Group and GEG.” 

Meanwhile, Executive Committee 
of UTM Development Foundation 
Chairman Cheung Kin Chung said 
in a speech that Lui’s “generous 
donation of 30 million patacas will 
be dedicated to supporting UTM’s 

academic development, including 
establishing teaching excellence 
awards, research excellence awards, 
outstanding paper awards, and 
fostering exchange and collaboration 
programmes”, among others. 

UTM Rector Fanny Vong Chuk 
Kwan noted that as a public higher 
education institution, this marked the 
first time that UTM has opened a new 
source of financial income, signifying 
greater flexibility for the future.

Vong added that UTM would 
continue leveraging its strengths 
to nurture cross-disciplinary 
“Tourism+” talent, injecting new 
elements and vitality into the 
development of the tourism industry 
and other sectors, thus contributing 
to the high-quality development of 
both Macau and the nation.

The building has been named 
after Francis Lui Yiu Tung. Born in 
1955 in Hong Kong, he is the eldest 
son of the Lui Che Woo (呂志和), 
a Hong Kong business magnate, 
investor and philanthropist who 
passed away last November, aged 
95. Francis Lui studied at the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in civil engineering and a master’s 
degree in structural engineering. 

UTM new educational building 
set to open in next academic year, 
named after Francis Lui Yiu Tung

The photo taken yesterday shows one of the renovated classrooms at the public 

University of Tourism (UTM) Yiu Tung Building on its Taipa campus.

 – Photos: Ida Cheong

Trustees Committee of the Macao 

University of Tourism Development 

Foundation Inaugural Chairman and 

UTM Council Vice-Chairman Francis Lui 

Yiu Tung addresses yesterday’s naming 

ceremony for the public university’s Yiu 

Tung Building on its Taipa campus.

Louie Wong Lok I, in his capacity as a 

member of the Legislative Assembly 

Electoral Affairs Commission (CAEAL), 

attends a press conference hosted by 

the commission last week.   

  – Photo: Tony Wong
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Analysis
TIANJIN – Preserved at Beijing’s Civil 

Aviation Museum, an Airbus A310 with 
the registration number B-2301 stands as 
a physical testament to four decades of 
cooperation between China’s civil aviation 
industry and the European plane maker.

The China Eastern Airlines lettering on the 
fuselage and the airline’s red-and-blue logo on 
the tail remain distinct despite the aircraft’s age.

The plane was Airbus’ first commercial 
delivery to China, delivered on June 25, 1985. 
Received by the Civil Aviation Administration 
of China (CAAC) Shanghai Branch, which 
was the predecessor to China Eastern Airlines, 
it marked the beginning of Airbus’ partnership 
with China’s civil aviation sector.

The delivery came as China’s reform and 
opening-up accelerated demand for domestic 
and international air travel. With a national 
fleet of just over 200 aircraft at the time, China 
sought modern jets to expand its network. The 
twin-engine widebody A310 significantly 
boosted capacities, profitability and passenger 
comfort on key routes between Shanghai and 
locations like Beijing, Guangzhou, Hong 
Kong, Tokyo and Osaka.

“This A310 did start what became a 
phenomenal success story, friendship and 
basis of trust between airlines and us at Airbus, 
beyond the European aviation ecosystem and 
its Chinese counterparts, and even beyond that 
between Europe and China,” said Christian 
Scherer, CEO of Airbus Commercial Aircraft.

In the decades that followed, China’s 
civil aviation sustained an average annual 
growth rate of around 20 percent in total 
traffic turnover over a prolonged period. 
Successive Airbus models, including the 
A300, A340, A320, A330, A380 and A350, 

joined Chinese fleets, enabling the creation of 
a comprehensive domestic and international 
route network.

Specific models saw notable milestone 
achievements. The A340 pioneered a polar 
route, the A319 and A330 operated effectively 
on the high-altitude Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, 
the A320 family introduced a fly-by-wire 
digital flight control system, the A350 opened 
the possibility of ultra-long-haul routes, and 
Airbus freighters bolstered air logistics.

Airbus became both a witness to and 
a participant in China’s rapid aviation 
development.

China is now the world’s second-largest 
air transport market and Airbus’ largest single-
country market for commercial aircraft. 
Operating a fleet exceeding 4,300 aircraft, 
over 2,200 of which are Airbus jets, Chinese 
aviation has evolved from follower to leader.

The Airbus 2025 global market forecast 
projects annual air trips per capita in China 
will rise from 0.6 in 2024 to 1.8 by 2044. 
Over the next 20 years, China is expected 
to become the world’s largest air transport 
market, requiring 9,570 new aircraft – nearly 
a quarter of global demand.

“It is the intention of Airbus to continue its 
footprint in China,” Scherer said. “Ranging 
from the second final assembly line at Tianjin 
to the development of more services and 
support capabilities, including digital services 
and, of course, pioneering with Chinese 
partners in sustainable aviation fuel.”

Cooperation now spans the entire aircraft 
life cycle from research, design, manufacturing 
and final assembly to operational support and 
end-of-life recycling.

Airbus and its Chinese partners have 
established facilities across China: training, 

engineering and customer support centers in 
Beijing, an A320-family final assembly line 
and widebody completion-and-delivery center 
in Tianjin, an aircraft life-cycle services center 
in Chengdu, a composites manufacturing 
center in Harbin, an innovation center in 
Shenzhen, and an R&D center in Suzhou. 
Airbus employs over 2,300 staff in China.

To mark 40 years of operations, Airbus 
has launched a project to refurbish the historic 
B-2301 A310. After 21 years of service, the plane 
was retired in 2006. Repurchased by Airbus and 
donated to the China Civil Aviation Science 
Popularization Foundation, it now resides at 
the Civil Aviation Museum in Beijing as the 
institution’s largest and most valuable exhibit.

The refurbishment project, involving the 
aircraft’s cockpit, cabin and external livery, aims 
to offer the public an immersive, educational 
experience by 2027. Wang Yanan, an aviation 
expert at Beihang University, said that the 
revitalized A310 will become a communicator 
of science and culture, revealing what lies 
behind aircraft design and manufacturing.

Fang Zhaoya, chairman of China Eastern 
Airlines Technology Co. Ltd. and the project’s 
honorary advisor, voiced his anticipation for 
strengthened cooperation between Airbus 
and China, saying that he looks forward to 
“another 40 golden years of partnership.”

George Xu, executive vice president of 
Airbus and CEO of Airbus China, called the 
A310 “a symbol of China-Europe aviation 
cooperation and the starting point of the 
Airbus story in China.”

“Looking ahead, Airbus remains committed 
to deepening its roots in China, serving China, 
growing alongside its civil aviation industry, 
and contributing further to its high-quality 
development,” Xu said.   – Xinhua

BEIJING – China’s public security organs 
have helped facilitate the nation’s high-quality 
development by resolutely safeguarding 
public safety during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period (2021-2025), a senior Chinese public 
security official said yesterday.

“China is widely recognized as one of 
the safest countries in the world,” Qi Yanjun, 
vice minister of public security, said at a 
press conference on public security during 
the 2021-2025 period.

“China has maintained one of the lowest 
incidence rates of fatal criminal cases, 
the lowest rate of criminal offenses, and 
the fewest cases involving firearms and 
explosives in the world,” Qi noted.

WORLD’S SAFEST COUNTRY
During the 14th Five-Year Plan period, 

public security authorities have focused on 
safeguarding the safety and well-being of the 
public, continuously intensifying efforts to 
combat criminal offenses, leading to a steady 
decline in the overall number of criminal 
cases nationwide, senior police officer Jiang 
Guoli said at the press conference.

China has consistently ranked among 
the countries with the lowest homicide rates 
globally, with a rate of 0.44 per 100,000 
people in 2024, said Jiang, who is the political 
commissar of the Ministry of Public Security 
(MPS) criminal investigation bureau.

China has maintained a hard stance 
on gang-related crime. Chinese police 
have dismantled over 590 mafia-style 
organizations and over 8,900 other criminal 
gangs to date during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period, according to Jiang.

More than 105,000 gang-related criminal 
cases have been solved nationwide since 
2021, he said, stressing that law enforcement 
agencies have maintained a zero-tolerance 
policy on organized crime – particularly for 
complex, high-profile cases.

He noted that law enforcement authorities 
have also focused on the root causes of 
organized crime, utilizing long-term crime 
prevention and social governance mechanisms.

“By disrupting the cycle in which disorder 
fosters crime and crime evolves into organized 
gangs, authorities aim to eliminate the conditions 
that allow such groups to thrive,” Jiang said.

In the field of transportation, the number 
of major traffic accidents resulting in three or 
more deaths during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period declined significantly – 34 percent –  
compared to the 2016-2020 period, Qi said.

He highlighted that public security organs 
across the country have since 2021 intensified 
their identification and rectification of safety 
loopholes in sectors such as road traffic, 
railways and civil aviation, aiming to protect 
the people’s safety and property to the 
greatest possible extent.

TELECOM FRAUD 
CRACKDOWNS

China launched harsh crackdowns on 
telecom and online fraud during the 14th Five-
Year Plan period, effectively protecting the 
people’s lawful interests.

Chinese police resolved 1.739 million such 
cases and arrested 366,000 related individuals, 
including 3,442 major financiers and core 
members of criminal groups, Jiang said.

Police and relevant government 

departments intercepted 12.41 billion scam 
calls and 10.93 billion fraudulent text 
messages over the past five years, he noted.

He said that during the same period, Chinese 
police deepened law enforcement cooperation 
with their international counterparts, 
dispatching work groups to countries such as 
Myanmar, Thailand and Cambodia to boost 
joint operations targeting telecom fraud.

“These efforts led to the dismantling of over 
2,000 overseas fraud centers and the capture of 
more than 80,000 individuals,” he added.

ENHANCING AUTONOMOUS 
DRIVING REGULATION

Responding to a question on autonomous 
driving, Wang Qiang, director of the MPS 
traffic management bureau, said that China 
will tighten its regulation and management of 
intelligent driving, as the intelligent driving 
systems currently installed in vehicles have 

not yet achieved true autonomous driving.
“The driver remains the ultimate party 

responsible for operating the vehicle,” Wang said.
He stressed that if a driver takes their 

hands off the wheel or their eyes off the road 
while the vehicle is in motion, they pose a 
serious risk to traffic safety and their actions 
could result in civil liability, administrative 
penalties and criminal prosecution.

To strengthen the regulation and 
management of intelligent driving, police will 
support the refining of laws and regulations to 
clarify manual control in vehicle autonomy 
from Level 0, which indicates no driving 
automation, to Level 2, which indicates 
partial driving automation, Wang said.

China will also encourage vehicle 
manufacturers to continuously improve 
the reliability of assisted driving systems, 
and to establish relevant safety technology 
standards, he added.                            – Xinhua

This photo taken on June 25, 2025 shows an Airbus A310 displayed at the Civil Aviation Museum in Beijing.  
                   – Xinhua

Qi Yanjun (center), vice minister of public security, attends a press conference held by the State Council 
Information Office (SCIO) on ensuring high-level security as a safeguard for the high-quality completion 
of the 14th Five-Year Plan in Beijing yesterday.             – Xinhua 

China’s !rst Airbus jet symbolizes 40 years of aviation ties

Public security authorities safeguard high-quality development 
over 14th Five-Year Plan period
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BEIJING – China’s Hainan Free 
Trade Port (FTP) will officially 
launch an island-wide independent 
customs operation on December 
18, 2025, as approved by the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, an official with 
the country’s top economic planner 
announced yesterday.

The launch on this symbolic 
date, which marks the anniversary 
of the milestone Third Plenary 
Session of the 11th CPC Central 
Committee in 1978 that ushered 
in the reform and opening-up, 
underscores China’s unwavering 
commitment to high-standard 
opening-up, Wang Changlin, deputy 
head of the National Development 
and Reform Commission, said at a 
press conference.

“The island-wide independent 
customs operation is a flagship 
move for the development of the 
Hainan FTP and a key measure to 
further expand opening-up,” Wang 
said, calling it “a milestone” in 
China’s opening-up efforts.

The proportion of tariff lines 
with zero-tariff products in the 
Hainan Free Trade Port will increase 
from 21 percent to 74 percent, Wang 
said, adding that imported products 
that undergo at least 30 percent 
value-added processing in Hainan 
can enter the mainland tariff-free. 
Certain goods currently banned or 
restricted nationwide will enjoy 
open policies in Hainan.

Vice Minister of Finance Liao 
Min noted that the number of duty-
free items in Hainan will increase 
from about 1,900 to around 6,600, 
marking a significant boost in 
openness.

The scope of eligible beneficiaries 
will be significantly expanded to 

include enterprises, public institutions, 
and private non-enterprise entities 
in the FTP with actual import needs, 
according to Liao.

Once the independent customs 
operation begins, zero-tariff imports 
will be managed under a negative 
list, Liao added.

“We will take a targeted regula-
tory approach of low-intervention 
and high-efficiency for zero-tariff 
and relaxed management goods, 
ensuring smooth implementation 
of the opening-up policies,” Wang 
said.

Yuan Xiaoming, assistant 
minister of commerce, said that the 
commerce ministry, together with 
relevant departments, has issued a 
list specifying goods and articles 
prohibited or restricted from import 
and export in the Hainan FTP.

The list clearly and 
systematically outlines the full 
scope of goods and articles subject 
to current import and export 
prohibitions or restrictions, enabling 
businesses to understand regulatory 
boundaries easily, Yuan added.

Preparations on the policy front 
for the island-wide independent 
customs operation are already in 
place, said Feng Fei, secretary of the 
CPC Hainan provincial committee.

Wang stressed that the 
independent customs operation 
is intended to expand opening-
up further and promote the high-
quality development of the Hainan 
FTP. Following the launch, 
exchanges between Hainan and the 
international market will become 
smoother and more seamless. At 
the same time, travel for business 
or tourism to the island will remain 
unchanged, with no additional 
documents required.

The launch of the operation 
marks the beginning of a new 
stage in the opening-up and 
development of the Hainan FTP 
and will be followed by sustained 
policy implementation, Wang said, 
pledging further efforts to deepen 
reform, expand openness, and refine 
the FTP’s policy framework to 
build Hainan into a key gateway for 
China’s opening-up.

“We are full of anticipation for 
the independent customs operation 
of the Hainan FTP,” said Meng 
Weiwei, general manager of Jia 
Green Chocolate Works (Hainan) 
Co. Ltd. Meng has been paying 
close attention to the policies 
released at the press conference.

The company is a joint venture 
that mainly imports raw and 
auxiliary materials from countries 
such as Belgium, Spain and Canada 
for chocolate production, before 
selling its chocolate products to 
the domestic market. This business 

model is highly applicable to the 
Hainan FTP tariff-free policy.

In April 2018, China announced 
a decision to develop Hainan into a 
pilot free-trade zone while gradually 
exploring and steadily promoting 
the establishment of an FTP with 
Chinese characteristics. In June 
2020, a master plan was unveiled 
to build the island into a globally 
influential and high-level FTP by 
the middle of the century.

After several years of 
development, the Hainan FTP 
has achieved remarkable results 
in the formation of policies and 
institutions, the upgrading of 
modern industrial systems, the 
cultivation of an export-oriented 
economy and the optimization of 
the business environment.

In the past five years, the actual 
utilization of foreign capital in 
Hainan reached 102.5 billion yuan, 
with an average annual growth rate 
of 14.6 percent. A total of 8,098 new 

foreign-funded enterprises were 
established at an average annual 
growth rate of 43.7 percent, and 176 
countries and regions invested in 
Hainan during this period, official 
figures showed. Meanwhile, its 
offshore duty-free sales have grown 
rapidly, accounting for over 8 percent 
of the global duty-free market.

A number of policies introduced 
in the Hainan FTP have been 
effectively implemented, focusing 
on the areas of “zero tariffs, low tax 
rates and a simple tax system,” as 
well as the free and convenient flow 
of factors such as goods, capital and 
personnel.

“All of these are real benefits,” 
said an employee of Chambroad 
(Hainan) Advanced Material Co. 
Ltd. in Hainan. A while ago, the 
company imported a batch of crude 
oil through the “zero-tariff” policy, 
with 2.37 million yuan of tariff 
exempted.

The opening-up policies are 
attracting more global capital and 
industries, according to William 
Huang, managing partner of EY 
China South.

“With the independent customs 
operation, Hainan will continue to 
attract the concentration of high-
end manufacturing, biomedicine 
and other industries. Sectors like 
aviation and deep-sea industries 
will also see new opportunities for 
development,” Huang said.

“We will strive to build the Hainan 
Free Trade Port into an important 
gateway leading China’s opening 
up in the new era, contributing to 
the sustained development of the 
Chinese economy as well as injecting 
stability and certainty into the world 
economy,” said Yuan, assistant 
minister of commerce.        – Xinhua

China Daily Editorial
When asked at his Senate 

confirmation hearing half a year 
ago if he could name one member 
of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, describe what type 
of agreement the United States had 
with the ASEAN countries, and how 
many nations were in the bloc, the 
then defense secretary to-be Pete 
Hegseth replied that he knew the US 
has “allies in South Korea and Japan, 
and in AUKUS with Australia”.

But that sorry-you-got-
me reply was no hindrance to 
his appointment and the US 
defense chief has quickly done 
his ASEAN-related homework. 
The US’ focus in the region is 
to work with the Philippines, its 
closest ally in ASEAN, to advance 
its misleadingly titled “peace 
through strength” agenda in the 
Asia-Pacific, a region the US has 
identified as “priority theater”. 
That’s the core message Hegseth 
delivered to the Philippines during 
his visit in March, the first Asian 
country he visited after taking 
office, and one that he reiterated 
during his meeting with visiting 

Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos at the Pentagon on Monday.

However, although Manila and 
Washington speak in one voice 
about defending “peace, security 
and freedom of navigation” in the 
South China Sea, other regional 
countries see clearly they are 
paying lip service to these while 
scratching each other’s back.

The Marcos government threw 
itself into the arms of the US soon 
after taking office three years ago, 
as the maritime disputes between 
the Philippines and China provided 
the US with an ideal means to solicit 
its ally’s participation in its strategy 
to contain China. Since then, the 
US has pushed the Philippines to 
the front to do the dirty work of 
trying to provoke China and drive a 
wedge between regional countries 
and China.

In a readout of the Department 
of Defense about the Hegseth-
Marcos meeting, the Pentagon made 
no attempt to conceal the truth that 
it is the Philippines’ position in the 
South China Sea that makes it such 
a desirable partner in the region.

To make the US’ intervention 

in regional affairs “legitimate” and 
present its de facto geopolitical 
scheming as fulfilling its 
obligations to an ally, Washington 
cites the Mutual Defense Treaty it 
signed with Manila in 1951 in the 
wake of the Cold War as a basis 
for its irrationally fast-growing 
military presence in the region.

But the bilateral security treaty 
by no means constitutes a “legitimate 
basis” for the US to interfere in the 
maritime disputes between China and 
the Philippines through fabricating a 
“security threat” to the latter.

China has never ceased 
urging the Philippines to resolve 
their disputes in the South China 
Sea through consultations. It is 
committed to working with other 
countries in the region to build 
the South China Sea into a sea of 
peace, friendship and cooperation. 
So the US demands that the Marcos 
government act like the Philippines 
feels “threatened” by China so that 
it can increase its military footprint 
on China’s doorstep. Manila has 
obliged by staging all kinds of “look 
at the bully” farces in the waters 
near Chinese islands and reefs.

In saying “We do not seek 
confrontation, but we are and will be 
ready and resolute” in his meeting 
with Marcos, Hegseth gave the US’ 
game away. The US’ Philippines 
policy these years has always been 
to play it as a piece on the board of 
its geopolitical games in the Asia-
Pacific. That’s why the US has not 
satisfied the Marcos government’s 
requests for more economic aid 
to help reinvigorate the country’s 
economy that has been unavoidably 
impacted by its ill-advised diplomacy.

The US is more interested in 
deploying missiles and drones 
in the Philippines, at the latter’s 
expense, than including it in its 
advanced semiconductor supply 
chain, something Washington 
promised years ago.

In his meeting with Marcos 
on Monday, US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio once again voiced the 
US’ commitment to advancing the 
two countries’ “shared prosperity”. 
But the US threatened this month 
to raise the “reciprocal tariffs” on 
Philippine exports to 20 percent 
from the 17 percent it threatened 
in April. That is why Marcos has 

made the trip to Washington to try 
and persuade the administration to 
be merciful on his country.

But the Philippine president faces 
a Herculean task as the US president 
wrote in his letter to his government 
announcing the proposed tariff 
rate: “Please understand that the 20 
percent number is far less than what 
is needed to eliminate the trade 
deficit disparity that we have with 
your country.”

The Philippine leader is 
well aware that the current US 
administration is only paying lip 
service to such initiatives as the 
Luzon Economic Corridor proposed 
by its predecessor. In his hosts’ 
“America First” dictionary there is no 
such phrase as “shared prosperity”. 
Marcos should be prepared for a 
White House lecture on “Ask not 
what America can do for you, but 
what you can do for America”.

Instead of being a pawn of the 
US, the Philippines should return 
to the right track of peacefully 
resolving its disputes in the South 
China Sea through negotiations 
with China.

– Courtesy of China Daily

An inbound aircraft is under maintenance at a one-stop aircraft maintenance base in 
Hainan Free Trade Port in Haikou, capital of Hainan Province, on February 17. 
               – Xinhua

Hainan Free Trade Port to o!cially launch island-wide 
independent customs operation

Playing its appointed part in US’ strategy will not bring Manila its desired rewards


