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Health Bureau checks 7,400 potential
mosquito breeding sites in H1

Armindo Neves

The Health Bureau (SSM) held
a press conference titled “Dengue
Fever and Chikungunya Prevention
and Control” yesterday, revealing
that it carried out 7,400 inspections

targeting  potential ~ mosquito
breeding sites across the city in the
first half of the year.

The press conference was held at
the Conde de Sao Januario Hospital
Centre complex.

Leong Iek Hou, who heads
the bureau’s Disease Control and
Prevention Centre (CDC), said that
to eliminate mosquito breeding,
1,220 chemical mosquito control
operations were carried out in
the first six months of this year,
targeting 140 high-risk sites across
Macau. Additionally, aiming to
promote community awareness of
dengue fever prevention, eleven
public education stations have been
set up in the peninsula, Taipa and
Coloane, according to Leong.

Leong pointed out that neither
dengue fever nor chikungunya can
spread directly between people as
they are transmitted only when an
Aedes albopictus mosquito first

Trump accuses Obama of ‘treason, calls for prosecution

WASHINGTON — Donald Trump
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The Health Bureau’s (SSM) Disease Control and Prevention Centre Chief Leong lek Hou (centre), the Municipal Affairs Bureau’s
(IAM) Department of Environmental Hygiene and Licencing Chief Kenny Fong Vai Seng (left) and the public Conde de Sao

Januario Hospital Centre’s (CHCSJ) Internal Medicine Infectious Diseases Consultant Fan Yunming look on during yesterday’s
press conference on its premises adjacent at the public hospital’s complex on Guia Hill.

bites an infected person and then
bites an uninfected individual.
Dengue fever typically causes
symptoms four to seven days after the
infectious bite, while chikungunya
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develops faster, usually within two
to three days, she said.
Chikungunya is a viral disease

- Photo: Armindo Neves

Aedes mosquitoes.

about

not common infectious diseases
in Macau, there are only a few
institutions capable of conducting
such tests. However, Leong noted
that the Public Health Laboratory
provides free dengue, chikungunya
and zika testing services for various
medical institutions and private
doctors in Macau, Leong said.
Meanwhile, the Municipal
Affairs Bureau’s (IAM) Department
of Environment and Licencing
Chief Kenny Fong Vai Seng said at
the press conference that the bureau
would intensify its mosquito control
efforts this month, increasing from
the usual twice-monthly operations,
from March to November, to three
times per month, in coordination
with the Health Bureau’s (SSM)
enhanced campaign to prevent
dengue fever transmission risks.
During the press conference,
the Health Bureau and Municipal
Affairs Bureau urged the public to
maintain environmental hygiene,
eliminate stagnant water, and

related  virus  implement mosquito prevention
services from reporters, measures to reduce the risk of

transmitted to humans primarily Leong said that since dengue fever, infectious disease transmission.

through the bites of infected

chikungunya and the zika virus are

yesterday accused his predecessor Barack
Obama of “treason” and called for his
prosecution over a report alleging that
officials in the Democrat’s administration
had manipulated information on Russia’s
interference in the 2016 election.

Director of National Intelligence (DNI)
Tulsi Gabbard has sent criminal referrals to
the Justice Department related to a report
published on Friday that asserted the Obama
officials had been part of a “treasonous
conspiracy.”

Gabbard claimed Obama and his team
had manufactured intelligence regarding
Russian election interference to “lay the
groundwork for what was essentially a
years-long coup against President Trump.”

Trump was asked whom the department
should target over the report during an Oval

President Ferdinand Marcos.

“Based on what [ read — and [ read pretty
much what you read — it would be president
Obama. He started it,” said Trump, who
was criticised on Monday for sharing an Al-
generated video of Obama being arrested.

Trump also singled out Obama’s then-
vice president Joe Biden, former FBI
director James Comey, former DNI director
James Clapper and former CIA director
John Brennan as being part of a conspiracy.

But he said the “leader of the gang” was
Obama, accusing him of being guilty of
“treason.”

Trump has claimed since they were
launched that the various probes into
Russian interference in the 2016 election
— and his own campaign’s involvement —
were a “hoax.” —AFP

Continued on p.2
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- :
US President Donald Trump (right) speaks alongside Filipino President Ferdinand Marcos during a
meeting in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington, DC, yesterday. Trump voiced confidence at

reaching a trade deal with the Philippines as he welcomed his counterpart Marcos to the White House.
- AFP
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Time for China, EU to broaden consensus
on navigating next 50 years of relations

The upcoming China-EU Summit presents a valuable opportunity
to reflect on the experience and insights gained from 50 years of

bilateral ties.
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— Story on p. 6 prevent it.

WHO sounds alarm on risk of
chikungunya epidemic

The World Health Organisation (WHO) warned
yesterday a major chikungunya virus epidemic risks
sweeping around the globe, calling for urgent action to
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— Story on p. 11

Leftist leaders gather in Chile

The leftist leaders of Spain and four South
American nations met in Chile on Monday to appeal
for unity in the face of US protectionism and a rise
in rightist forces worldwide.

— Story on p. 12
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2 locals lose HKS13
million in investment

scaims:

Ada Lei

A middle-aged local man and
a middle-aged local woman have
separately fallen victim to online
investment scams, resulting in a
total loss of HK$13 million (13.3
million patacas), Judiciary Police
(PJ) spokesman Cheong Kim
Fong said during a regular press
conference yesterday.

According to Cheong, the
male discovered an investment
advertisement on social media in
May. After clicking on the link, he
joined an investment group where
members  frequently  discussed
investment news. Soon afterwards,
someone claiming to be an
“investmentassistant” contacted him
and recommended an “investment
website”. After registering an

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman
Cheong Kim Fong looks on during
yesterday’s regular press conference
about the two scam cases.

- Photo: Ada Lei
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police

account, the “assistant” provided
“accurate”  investment advice,
appearing to show that the victim
was making significant “profits”.

Between May and July 14, the
man made multiple deposits into
his investment account, totalling
HK$12 million. By July 14, his
account balance indicated that the
principal, along with the “profits”
had reached HK$100 million.
However, when he attempted to
withdraw his funds, the website
demanded a payment of HKS$5
million as a “handling fee.” Lacking
funds to cover the “fee”, the victim
discussed the matter with his family
and finally realised that he had been
scammed. The victim then reported
his total loss of HK$12 million to
the police on Friday.

Meanwhile, Cheong also said
that a local woman reported to the
police on Monday that she had
fallen victim to a similar investment
fraud scheme. She came across an
investment advertisement on social
media in April, after which an
“investment assistant” added her to
a group. Following the assistant’s
instructions, she downloaded an
app called AOT-SIGEMA and
made 10 deposits from June 3 to
July 17, amounting to HKS$I.1
million. When she tried to withdraw
her funds, she lost contact with the
assistant. Realising she had been
scammed, she reported her total
loss of HK$1.1 million to the police
on Monday. m

Health Bureau checks 7,400 potential
mosquito breeding sites in H1

Continued from p.1

One more imported
chikungunya case

Meanwhile, the  Health
Bureau announced in a statement
last night that it confirmed one
more imported chikungunya case,
the second such case recorded in
Macau so far this year.

The statement noted that the
patient is a 33-year-old female
visitor, residing in Nanhai District
of Foshan City, Guangdong
Province. Nanhai lies some 120
km north of Macau. She entered
Macau at noon on Monday and

developed a fever and a rash
that same afternoon, prompting
immediate medical attention at
the private Kiang Wu Hospital.
Yesterday, laboratory tests by
the Public Health Laboratory
confirmed her chikungunya virus
infection. The patient was in
stable condition last night, with
no symptoms reported among her
cohabitants or travel companions.
Based on the patient’s travel
history, symptom onset timeline
and lab results, she has been
confirmed as Macau’s second
imported chikungunya case so far
this year, the bureau stated. m
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Macau Weather

MAINLY CLOUDY.

A FEW SHOWERS.

POSSIBLE THUNDERSTORMS AT
FIRST.

FORCE 3 TO 4 EASTTO
SOUTHEASTERLY WINDS WITH
GUSTS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

WILL RANGE 1047
BETWEEN 75% 747

AND 95%. 26°C~30°C
Source: SMG
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Police arrest 2 mainlanders for pimping

Ada Lei

Two men from the mainland
were arrested on Friday for
procuring, Public Security Police
(PSP) spokesman Wong  Chi
Weng said during a regular press
conference yesterday.

Wong identified the suspects as
two males surnamed Zhao and Wu,
both in their forties who claimed to

be jobless.
The Public Security Police
(PSP) received a report early

Friday morning about someone
accosting passers-by outside a hotel
in Cotai. Upon arrival, the police
officers apprehended Zhao and a
Thai man surnamed Boonchun,
who is in his twenties, dressed in
women’s clothing. Wong added that
Boonchun was believed to have
been working illegally in Macau,
which was inconsistent with his
entry permit. The police later
arrested Wu in a hotel guestroom.
Under  questioning,  Zhao
admitted to “assisting” sex workers

to recruit clients, having earned
HK$500 for each referral, totalling
HK$1,500. Wu admitted to booking
the guestroom for sex services at
Zhao’s request, after Zhao promised
to pay him 300 yuan (338 patacas).
Boonchun admitted to engaging in

prostitution in Macau after entering
Macau on Thursday, charging
HK$1,500 for each service.

Zhao and Wu have been
transferred  to the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP), each
facing a charge of procuring. B
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This undated handout photo provided by the Public Security Police (PSP) yesterday
shows PSP officers escorting the three suspects into a police station.

Mainlander smuggles Maotai in juice boxes:
Gongbei Customs

Armindo Neves

Zhuhai’s  Gongbei  Customs
announced yesterday that its
officers nabbed a male mainlander
for smuggling four bottles of Maotai
wine from Macau to Zhuhai hidden
in four juice boxes.

Gongbei Customs said that the
incident happened on Monday night.
Customs officers intercepted a
mainland man at a “Green Channel”
who was acting suspiciously, and
found him carrying four juice
boxes in a plastic carrier bag, none
of which showed signs of having
been opened for use, but the boxes
appeared unusually rigid, raising
suspicions of concealed items
inside. Upon inspection, each juice
box was found to contain a bottle of
Moutai liquor, totalling four bottles.

The statement underlined that

smuggling includes concealing,
disguising, misreporting, or
otherwise evading customs
inspection  when  transporting,

carrying, or mailing dutiable goods
entering or leaving the mainland,
and that serious cases that constitute
a crime will be subject to criminal
liability in accordance with the law

Macau Customs busts 7
smuggling cases in 6 days

Meanwhile, the Macau Customs
Service announced in a statement on
Monday that its officers had busted
seven smuggling cases in six days
at the Barrier Gate and Qingmao
border checkpoints.

According to the statement,
the seven separate contraband
cases involved seven smugglers
from Macau, Hong Kong and the
mainland, aged between 23 and 67
years.

According to the statement, the
seven smuggling cases included
two cross-border vehicle attempts
and five parallel trader operations;
all cases happened between July 12
and 17. The local customs officers

seized 44.7 kg of uninspected meat,
114 used mobile phones, 12 bottles
of Chinese white liquor, and 90
used electronic devices.

On the afternoon of July 12,
customs officers intercepted a
cross-border vehicle in the inbound
lane of the Barrier Gate checkpoint,
discovering 44.7 kilograms of
uninspected meat being smuggled
into Macau.

Last Tuesday night, customs
officers at the Barrier Gate
intercepted a man attempting to
smuggle 30 used mobile phones
into the mainland.

Last Wednesday afternoon,
customs officers at the Barrier Gate
intercepted a man and a woman
attempting to smuggle 90 used
electronic devices and 14 used
mobile phones into the mainland.

Last Wednesday night, customs
officers at the Qingmao checkpoint
intercepted a man attempting to
smuggle 46 used mobile phones
into the mainland

Last Thursday afternoon,

customs officers intercepted a cross-
border vehicle in the inbound lane
of the Barrier Gate checkpoint, and
discovered 12 bottles of Chinese white
liquor being smuggled into Macau.

A ) A3

This undated handout provided by
Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs yesterday
shows four bottles of Maotai wine
smuggled in four Portuguese juice
boxes from Macau to Zhuhai.

Last Thursday night, customs
officers at the Qingmao checkpoint
intercepted a man attempting to
smuggle 24 used mobile phones
into the mainland.

According to Macau’s External
Trade Law, each smuggler faces a
maximum fine of 100,000 patacas
each, while the seized contraband
has been confiscated. B

This undated handout provided by Macau Customs Service yesterday shows 44.7
kilogrammes of uninspected meat seized from a cross-border vehicle behind the

back seat.




WEDNESDAY July 23,2025

Your trusted source for real news

The Macau Post Daily

MACAU

Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau wins LEED gold certification
for operation & maintenance, 1°'in Macau

Khalel Vallo and Rui Pastorin

Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau has
become Macau’s firsthotel toreceive
the coveted LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design)
Gold Certification for Operations
and Maintenance (O+M): Existing
Buildings, a globally recognised
standard awarded by the US Green
Building Council (USGBC).

A presentation ceremony was
held yesterday at the five-star hotel
in Nape, where a networking session
and keynote speeches were given.

Area Vice President, Macau and
Hengqin of Artyzen Hospitality Group
and General Manager of Artyzen Grand
Lapa Macau Rutger Verschuren, speaks
to reporters after yesterday’s award
presentation ceremony at the five-star

hotel in Nape. - Photo: Khalel Vallo

According to a statement by
the hotel yesterday, it was officially
awarded the LEED Gold Certification
under the LEED O+M: Existing
Buildings category, making it the
first hotel in Macau to achieve this
international sustainability milestone.

The certification, developed by
the USGBC, assesses how existing
buildings are being operated
and maintained in key areas
such as energy efficiency, water
conservation, indoor environmental
quality, waste management, and
occupant experience.

The recognition placed Artyzen
Grand Lapa Macau among more than
197,000 LEED-certified projects
across over 180 countries and
regions, highlighting its contribution
to the global movement aiming for a
greener built environment, according
to the statement.

Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of yesterday’s press
conference, Rutger Verschuren,
Area Vice President, Macau and
Hengqin of Artyzen Hospitality
Group and General Manager of
Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau, said
that they are proud to have won the
award, being quite an achievement,
especially with Artyzen Grand Lapa
being the first hotel in Macau to
have won the prestigious award.

Hotel occupancy has strong outlook
for July & August: Verschuren

Rui Pastorin

Macau  Hotel  Association
(MHA) Vice President Rutger
Verschuren was yesterday asked
by reporters about Macau’s hotel
occupancy this summer, saying that
while June was “challenging”, this
month and the next look “fantastic”.

Verschuren made the remarks
after yesterday’s official presenta-
tion ceremony for receiving the
LEED for Operations and Main-
tenance (O+M) Gold Certification
held at Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau
in Nape.

“I think none of us need to worry
about occupancy. The typhoon
[during this past weekend] was
a little hiccup basically, but right
away the hotels are back to high
occupancy”, he said, adding that
hotel guestroom occupancy stands
at around 90 percent.

Verschuren also said that the
room rates, although not yet back to
2019 pre-pandemic levels, were also
“good”, while the sector was happy
with the return of the international
market, particularly highlighting the
strong South Korean source market.

The work for July and August
has been done, Verschuren noted,
with planning now set for September
when there is a usual drop in
occupancy with the end of summer
and children returning to school.
“Occupancy drops by maybe half,
and the room rates will drop as well.
So, we are already working hard to
get September done”.

Moreover, with Macau’s visa-
free entry for five more Middle
Eastern countries, Verschuren
was asked by reporters if this
could benefit the hotel industry,
to which he responded: “Every
visa change for the better is
going to help us. But don’t expect
any large numbers from those
countries. I think there’s not much
connectivity directly to Macau”,
noting that if there were direct
flights coming from somewhere in
the Middle East directly to Macau,
that would help.

“So far, those countries will
have to come through Hong Kong,
of course, and then find a way to
Macau. So, you will see, maybe,
some increase, but it will be slow”,
Verschuren remarked, but he was
quick to add that everything helps.

When asked about international
flights, Verschuren noted that if
there were more international flights
to Macau, “we will definitely see
more international tourists”.

As an example, he noted that
South Koreans are doing very well
because there are a lot of flights
from South Korea. But from Japan,
it could be stronger if there would
be more flights coming in from the
country. “So we greatly depend
on the number of flights. And, of
course, it’s not just MGTO or the
government to control that. It must
be an interest for the operators
because they want to be full with the
flights in and out”, he said. B
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Hotel representatives and guests attend yesterday’s official award presentation ceremony at the Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau in

Nape.

He added that the achievement
was made possible with the right
mindset and the support of the
hotel’s owners and management
company.

“It’s a lot of work. It takes a lot
of study and a lot of trial and error
sometimes. But at the end of the day; it
pays off very well for the environment,
but also as an investment for the
building,” Verschuren said.

While challenges in the process
of getting the award such as finding
the best supplier of equipment

based on different factors do exist,
Verschuren said his staff have
proved to be very helpful.

“They really love to make a
difference and show that this hotel,
although it is old in terms of age, is
not an old-fashioned hotel. We may
be a classic, but we are very young
at heart and we still want to be bold
and make a difference in society as
this hotel has been done for so many
years”, Verschuren said.

Meanwhile, in his
USGBC & GBCI

speech,
North Asia

- Photo: Rui Pastorin

Managing Director Andy To
highlighted: “In a city where
tradition and transformation are
in constant dialogue, Artyzen
Grand Lapa Macau offers a rare
and powerful statement: that
cultural legacy and environmental
responsibility are not opposing
forces, but natural partners. Rooted
in a distinct architectural and
emotional history, the property has
embraced the rigour of sustainable
operations while honouring the soul
of Macau’s heritage”. B

Gastronomy-fest draws record foot traffic: MGTO

Kristina Vallesteros

The “2025 International Cities
of Gastronomy Fest, Macao”
concluded at the weekend after
attracting about 100,000 attendees
over nine days, according to a
statement by the Macau Government
Tourism Office (MGTO) yesterday.

The culinary event, originally
scheduled to run until Sunday,
ended a day early due to Typhoon
“Wipha”, which triggered the
hoisting of Macau’s highest
Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal,
No.10, on Sunday.

The statement noted that this
year’s festival set a new participation
record, with delegates from 35 of the
world’s 56 UNESCO Creative Cities
of Gastronomy gathering in Macau,
an increase from last year’s figures.
Centred on the theme “Spices and
Herbs,” the event featured three
main highlights: the “International
Gastronomy Promenade”, the “City
of Gastronomy Showcase”, and the
“International Gastronomy Forum,
Macao”.

MGTO promoted the festival
across 28 official social media
platforms, including WeChat,
Weibo, and Instagram, generating
7.8 million impressions and three
million views. The statement said
37 influencers from overseas,
the Chinese mainland and Hong
Kong helped amplify coverage,
producing seven live streams and 58
promotional posts that reached over
29.4 million users. An interactive
WeChat game also drew 227,530
participants, while partnerships

with local e-payment platforms
offered special promotions.

The International Gastronomy
Promenade featured 105 food
booths from 15 Creative Cities
of Gastronomy, serving global
delicacies alongside 186 cultural
performances, according to the
statement. Meanwhile, the City
of Gastronomy Showcase hosted
52 culinary demonstrations by
chefs from 29 cities, distributing
around 2,900 food samples. “The
International Gastronomy Forum,
Macao”, held on July 14, gathered
over 250 attendees, including chefs,
scholars, and tourism professionals,
with keynote speeches from two
award-winning chefs.

The statement added that 201
delegates from Creative Cities of
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Gastronomy and Chinese member
cities of the UNESCO Creative
Cities Network visited local
restaurants, while chefs from
13 Creative Cities of Gastronomy
collaborated with Macau’s
integrated resorts on culinary
projects. Representatives from
Sweden and Portugal also met
with Macau universities to discuss
future partnerships.

According to MGTO, the festival
aligned with Macau’s economic
diversification strategy, reinforcing
its role as an international exchange
platform and supporting the
United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. Visitor
and resident feedback rated overall
satisfaction at a “satisfied” level, the
statement noted.

This undated handout photo provided by the Macau Government Tourism Office
(MGTO) yesterday shows chefs Thomas Tyler (left) and Corbin James posing with
festivalgoers at the “2025 International Cities of Gastronomy Fest, Macao”, at

Macau Fisherman’s Wharf.
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Eoijingdezhens
porcelain presented
at Wynn Palace exhibition

Rui Pastorin

The art of Jingdezhen porcelain is being showcased at Wynn Palace through artworks and technology at
the integrated resort operator’s exhibition titled “Hello China, Hello Macao - The Odyssey of Jingdezhen
Porcelain: A Heritage Voyage from Macao to the World”.

Jingdezhen City is located in Jiangxi Province.

Inaugurated last week, the exhibition is one of the Special Exhibitions organised by the six integrated
resort operators for Art Macao and is divided into two sections, one being at the Cotai integrated resort’s
[lluminarium and the other at its Palace Reserve Club Gallery.

At [lluminarium, 4K ultra HD projections are used to present the journey of Chinese ceramics from
Jingdezhen to the rest of the world, all told over four chapters. A statement last week from the integrated resort
operator noted that it follows the theme “A Thousand Years of the Ceramic Road - A Fusion of Civilizations”.

Meanwhile, the exhibits at the Palace Reserve Club Gallery are presented through a collaboration by
over 30 national and contemporary art masters, with four varieties of porcelain on show. The exhibition’s
highlights, according to a recent Wynn Palace statement, include the “Macau Science 17 ceramic series and
Buccleuch Vases* from the company’s own collection.

The ongoing exhibition coincides with the UNESCO World Heritage Nomination of the Imperial Kiln
Sites of Jingdezhen, according to a statement in an Art Macao booklet about the ongoing exhibitions.

“As a historic nexus of the Maritime Silk Road, for generations Macau has served as a vital conduit
for cultural exchange through porcelain. This exhibition builds upon that legacy, employing technological
innovation to honour Jingdezhen’s ceramic heritage and propel it forwards”, the statement added.

The free-admission exhibition runs through October 19 and one can visit it from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. It is
closed on Mondays.

* The Buccleuch Vases are a pair of renowned Chinese porcelain vases from the Kangxi period (1662—1722) of
the Qing Dynasty. They are considered masterpieces of famille verte (“‘green family ) enamel decoration, a vibrant
overglaze technique featuring green, red, yellow, and other colours. They were made in Jingdezhen during the
early 18" century, and they are named after the Duke of Buccleuch, a Scottish nobleman who once owned them. —
DeepSeek

— Photos taken yesterday by Rui Pastorin




WEDNESDAY July 23,2025 Your trusted source for real news

The Macau Post Daily

MACAU

Candidacy groups must submit lists of campaign
materials before legislative electioneering starts

Tony Wong
The  Legislative  Assembly
Electoral  Affairs Commission

(CAEAL) said yesterday that the
candidacy groups for the upcoming
direct and indirect legislative
elections will be required to submit
lists laying out details of all publicity
materials and items that they intend
to distribute during the two-week
official election campaign period,

including the items’ respective
quantities and costs.
The requirements for the

candidacy groups aim to ecnable
the commission to ensure that
their campaign materials will
fully comply with the law, such
as preventing the candidacy
groups from distributing any items
apparently involving benefits.

The 2025 direct and indirect
legislative elections will take place
on September 14.

Before polling day on September
14, the 14-day official election
campaign period will run from
August 30 and September 12. No
electioneering is allowed on the eve
of polling day and on polling day.

The commission said yesterday
that the candidacy groups will be
required to submit their respective
electioneering materials’ lists to
the commission by August 27 at
the latest, i.e., three days before the
commencement of the two-week
official election campaign period.

CAEAL President Seng Ioi Man
made the remarks while speaking
to reporters yesterday after chairing
a regular closed-door meeting
of the commission at the Public
Administration Building on Rua do

Campo.
Seng  underlined that the
candidacy groups will only be

allowed to distribute their publicity
materials and items during the 14-day
official election campaign period.

Only six groups have been
accepted to run in the 2025 direct
election after the commission
decided on Tuesday last week to
disqualify all 12 candidates fielded
by two electoral groups, based on
the conclusion by the Macau Special
Administrative Region’s (MSAR)
Committee ~ for  Safeguarding
National Security that all of them had
not upheld the MSAR Basic Law or
had been disloyal to the MSAR.

The six accepted groups for the
upcoming direct election comprise
71 candidates, vying for the 14 seats
at stake.

Each direct election group must
field at least four and no more than
14 candidates.

surpasses 2

HONG KONG - Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng Index
surpassed 25,000 points in the
morning session yesterday,

STOCK'VMIARKET:'S
Hang Seng Index

The 33-member Legislative
Assembly (AL) currently comprises
14 deputies directly elected by
universal suffrage, 12 deputies
indirectly elected by association
representatives and seven deputies
appointed by the chief executive
after the direct and indirect elections.

The legislature’s 12 indirectly-
elected seats comprise four seats
representing the city’s industrial,
commercial and financial sector,
three seats from the professional
sector, two seats from the labour
sector, two seats from the cultural
and sports sector, and one seat from
the social services and educational
sector.

Two groups will run for the
upcoming indirect election’s labour
sector.

The labour sector is the only
sector where more than one group
will run in the upcoming indirect
election, while only one group
will run for each of the other four
sectors.

The number of candidates
fielded by each indirect election
group must be the same as the
respective sector’s number of seats.

Therefore, there are a total of
14 candidates fielded by the six
indirect election groups vying for
the 12 secats at stake. All of their
qualifications for running in the
upcoming indirect election have
been confirmed by the commission.

During  yesterday’s  press
briefing, Seng underlined that
the official requirements for the
candidacy groups to submit their
respective campaign materials’ lists
aim to enable his commission, in
collaboration with the Commission
Against  Corruption  (CCAC),
to strengthen oversight of the
campaign materials and items to
be distributed during the two-week
election campaign period.

Seng underlined that during the
14-day election campaign period,
the candidacy groups must avoid
distributing publicity materials and
items apparently involving benefits,
as the distribution of such items
could constitute electoral bribery
offences.

The commission has previously
indicated that election campaign
materials and items involving
benefits include packets of tea and
power banks.

Seng noted that after the
candidacy groups submit their
respective electioneering materials’
lists, his commission will scrutinise
the materials and items laid out
by the lists, adding that if his

5,000 points

while the Hang Seng China
Enterprises Index also rose
above 9,000 points.

— Xinhua

Legislative Assembly Electoral Affairs Commission (CAEAL) President Seng loi

Man (centre) shows reporters the official poster instructing voters how to correctly
indicate their choice on the ballot papers in the polling booths and cast their ballots,
flanked by fellow commission members (from left to right) Mak Kim Meng, Lai U Hou,
Ng Wai Han, and Louie Wong Lok I, during yesterday’s press briefing at the Public

Administration Building.

commission identifies any items
laid out by the lists that are regarded
as those involving benefits, his
commission will tell the respective
candidacy groups to rectify the
situation.

Seng also said that during the
two-week election campaign period,
the candidacy groups should not
distribute publicity materials and
items “in the form of gift packages”.

Seng said that the candidacy
groups will be required to submit
their respective lists laying out
electioneering materials and items
in three categories.

According to Seng, the first
category refers to publicity items
distributed to members of the
public, which can display the
respective candidacy group’s name,
number (numerical order on the
ballot papers), and logo, such as
leaflets, pamphlets, small packets
of dry or wet tissues, paddle fans,

- Photo: GCS

handheld flags, and pens.

The second category, according
to Seng, refers to items distributed
to supporters during election
campaign rallies and other activities,
which can only be printed with the
colour representing the respective
candidacy group but cannot display
its name, number, and logo, such
as such as whistles, balloons, glow
sticks, inflatable cheer sticks, and
single-use raincoats.

According to Seng, the third
category refers to clothing and
equipment used by election
campaign staff, comprising two
sub-categories.

Seng said that items in the
first sub-category can display the
respective candidacy group’s name,
number, and logo, such as T-shirts,
vests, and caps, while items in the
second sub category can only be
printed with the colour representing
the respective candidacy group but

cannot display its name, number,
and logo, such as reusable bags and
umbrellas.

Meanwhile, Seng said during
yesterday’s press briefing that each
polling booth will be equipped with
a semi-transparent curtain with
the aim of ensuring ballot secrecy
while also enabling polling staff
to observe, from a relatively long
distance, whether the voters are
violating legislative rules while
indicating their choice on the
ballots in the booths, such as taking
photos of the ballots with their
smartphones.

Meanwhile, the commission
held a draw on Saturday last week
determining the numerical order
of the six accepted candidacy
groups on the ballot papers for the
upcoming direct legislative election
of the 14 seats at stake.

The draw was held after the
commission announced on Friday
last week its final list of accepted
candidates for the 2025 direct
legislative election.

The order on the ballot papers
determined by Saturday’s draw is:
1) Macau United Citizens Associa-
tion (ACUM), 2) New Hope,
3) Progress Promotion Union
(UPP), 4) Macau-Guangdong
Union (UMG), 5) Union for Devel-
opment (UPD), and 6) Alliance for a
Happy Home.

Meanwhile, as two groups will
vie for the labour sector’s two seats
in the upcoming indirect legislative
election, Saturday’s draw also
determined the order of the two
groups on the ballot papers.

The order on the ballot papers
for the indirect election of the labour
sector’s two seats is: 1) Union of
Workers’ Associations, and 2) Joint
Candidacy Committee of Employ-
ees’ Associations. B

UM'’s state key lab hosts 3" summer camp

Khalel Vallo

The State Key Laboratory
of Internet of Things (IoT) for
Smart City (SKL-IOTSC) at the
University of Macau (UM) has
recently held its third SKL-IOTSC
Summer Camp for Outstanding
University Students, attracting
top-performing students from over
20 universities across the Chinese
mainland, Hong Kong, and
overseas, according to a Monday
statement from the public tertiary
education institution.

Designed to blend academic
exchange with hands-on learning,
the programme featured research
activities, expert-led lectures and
cultural visits, aiming to offer
participants a deeper understanding
of smart-city development and
unique academic environment of
UM, the statement said.

Among the variety of activities
held were visits to SKL-IOTSC’s
advanced research  facilities,
where students interacted with
researchers and explored cutting-

—l

This undated photo provided by the University of Macau (UM) on Monday shows

participants attending a research experience organised by SKL-IOTSC.

edge technologies. The statement
added that academic lectures, de-
livered by UM professors, covered
five key research areas: intelligent
sensing and network communica-
tion, urban big data and intelligent
technology, smart energy, intel-
ligent transportation, and urban
safety and disaster prevention.
Attherecentopening ceremony,
Ma Shaodan, associate director

of SKL-IOTSC, emphasised
that the annual summer camp is
part of the university’s broader
initiative to promote study tours
that integrate research exposure
with cultural understanding. She
noted the importance of hands-
on engagement and intellectual
exchange in helping students
identify and pursue their academic
passions. B
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480 firms to show their brands
at Guangdong-Macau fair

SR R

Ida Cheong

The 2025 “Guangdong & Macao
Branded Products Fair (GMBPF)”
comprising 480 enterprises from
Macau, Guangdong and “Belt and
Road” (B&R) countries and regions
will take place from tomorrow to
Sunday at The Venetian Macau’s
Cotai Expo Hall D, Commerce and
Investment Promotion Institute
(IPIM) President Che Weng Keong
announced in a press conference
yesterday.

Che said in a speech that the four-
day fair would focus on two major
themes: the silver economy* and
“China chic”** industry, featuring
a raft of activities, including
workshops, business matching
sessions, forums, guided community
tours, and multi-venue events in
Macau and Hengqin, aiming to
support enterprises in exploring
domestic and international markets.

“At present, the silver market
holds tremendous potential and is
expected to invigorate economic
development,” Che said. Therefore,
a Silver-haired Lifestyle and Health
Zone has been introduced for the
first time to the fair, showcasing
smart-home equipment and
assistive technology products for

i - 1 . ! N I
the elderly, Che said, adding that
the zone will incorporate B2B
(business-to-business) elements, to
effectively connect market demand
with product supply, aiming to help
enterprises seize new opportunities
arising from the silver economy.

Che added that this year’s fair
will feature a China chic Products
Zone with modern China chic
elements, blending traditional
culture with modern technology,
using scene reconstruction and
interactive experiences to present
Sai Kwan culture***, aiming to
stimulate interest in quality products
among China chic enthusiasts,
particularly Gen Z consumers who
have significant purchasing power.

Lin Shaorong, a Level 1
Inspector of the Foreign Trade
Division of the Department of
Commerce of Guangdong Province,
noted that this year’s fair attracted
183 corporate exhibitors from
Guangdong Province, with 76
enterprises participating for the first
time, or 56.7 percent of the total
number of booths, including brands
with a history of over 100 years.

Lin added that in 2024, trade
between Guangdong and Macau
grew by 22 percent year on year to

Commerce and Investment
Promotion Institute (IPIM)
President Che Weng Keong
(right) and Level 1 Inspector of
the Foreign Trade Division of
the Department of Commerce
of Guangdong Province Lin
Shaorong address yesterday’s
press conference at The
Venetian Macau in Cotai about
the upcoming Guangdong-
Macau branded products fair.
- - Photo: Ida Cheong

19.34 billion yuan (21.78 billion
patacas), reflecting robust economic
ties between the two regions. B

*The “silver economy” refers
to the economic activities and
markets that arise from the needs
and preferences of the ageing
population, typically individuals
aged 50 and older. — Poe

**”China chic” refers to a trend
in fashion and design that embraces
and celebrates Chinese culture,
aesthetics, and  craftsmanship.
It combines traditional elements
with modern sensibilities, often
highlighting  local  materials,
techniques, and cultural motifs.
The industry seeks to create a
contemporary identity for Chinese
fashion and design, appealing both
domestically and internationally. —
Poe

*%%8qi  Kwan culture (V4R
SAL), refers to the distinctive
regional heritage that evolved in
Guangzhou's historic Liwan District
(7HVE ), centered around the area
outside the city’s western gates.
It embodies a fusion of Lingnan
traditions, commercial innovation,
and cross-cultural exchange. —
DeekSeek

MGTO covers 110 countries, destinations
in Travel Alert System

Ida Cheong

The Macau Government
Tourism Office (MGTO) announced
in statement yesterday that its Travel
Alert System has been expanded
to cover travel alerts about
110 countries and destinations,
including Iran, Lebanon and Syria,
which were newly listed as Level
3 (the highest risk), while Pakistan
was listed as Level 2.

According to the MGTO
website, there are three levels in
the Travel Alert System, Level 3
(“Extreme Threat”) is the highest
risk category, which advises
residents to avoid travelling there,
or leave the destination; Level
2 (“Elevated Threat”) suggests
avoiding non-essential travel to
the destination; while Level 1 (“A
Threat Has Emerged”) suggests

exercising caution and monitor
developments in the destination that
might affect personal safety.

The website does not explain the
difference between “countries” and
“destinations”.

The statement noted that the
tourism office has recently held
briefings for the Monetary Authority
of Macau (AMCM) with local travel
agencies and insurance companies,
asking for their opinions before
updating its Travel Alert System.

In the future, regular evaluations
will be conducted upon the issuance
of travel alerts for countries and
travel destinations along with
continuous optimisation of the
Travel Alert System, according to
the statement.

The statement pointed out that
the Travel Alert System is not

Alert Levels Table

Level Scenarie

@ EXTREME THREAT
@ ELEVATED THREAT
@ A THREAT HAS EMERGED

travel to the destination

Avoid travel: Presence of an extreme threa 10 personal safety. Macao residents planning o travel 1o of in that
destinanion shoud be sware of the severe smsacion and kims on officlal assistarce that can be pronided there. It
is advised 10 avosd raveling 10 and, in some cases, leave the destinaton.

Reconsider non-essential travel: The threat 1o personal safety is elevated. Macao residents planming to travel
10 or in that destination should reconsider the need 1o travel ot this tme. [t is suggested to avosd non-essential

Exercise caution: There s an imminent threat to personal safety. Macao resdents plaaning 1o trave! 10 of in
that destnation should e alert and wgilam towards own safery. It is suggested to exercise couton and monaor
develipment that might affect personal safecy

Protective Measures

This image provided by the Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) yesterday
shows the 3 levels of its Travel Alert System.

prohibitive, i.e., the decision to
travel or to adjust travel plans in line
with the information provided is up
to the respective individual.

Moreover, MGTO advised
residents to purchase travel
insurance covering all destinations
under the Travel Alert System before
departure, as well as to check with
the insurance companies concerned
about the terms and conditions
of the coverage, according to the
statement.

For more information about
the updated list of 110 counties
countries and destinations covered
by the Travel Alert System, and the
Travel Alert Level classification,
please visit https://www.dst.gov.

mo/en/tourism-crisis-management/

tourism-crisis-management-travel-
alert.html .

If any resident needs emergency
assistance, they can call the 24-
hour tourism hotline on +853 2833
3000 or the Global Emergency Call
Centre for Consular Protection and
Services of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on +86 10 12308, or contact
the Chinese Embassy or Consulate
in the respective area. B
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Time for China, EU to broaden
consensus on navigating next
50 years of relations

Commentary

BEIJING — The upcoming
China-EU Summit presents a
valuable opportunity to reflect
on the experience and insights
gained from 50 years of bilateral
ties. It offers a platform to build
consensus and chart a stable and
healthy path forward that benefits
both sides and the world.

The summit comes at a time
when  geopolitical  tensions,
protectionism and unilateralismare
increasingly fragmenting global
relations. Furthermore, China-EU
relations are at a critical juncture,
presenting  opportunities  for
deepening pragmatic cooperation
while also highlighting the
need for strengthened strategic
communication to address global
challenges and effectively manage
differences.

In this context, there is hope
that the meeting will convey clear
and positive messages to advance
win-win cooperation based on
mutual respect and openness. The
summit aims to chart a course
for the next 50 years of bilateral
relations, safeguard free trade
and multilateralism, and provide
certainty and positive energy in a
world facing mounting challenges.

The past half century has
witnessed remarkable developments
of China-EU cooperation. The
bilateral trade volume of goods
increased from US$2.4 billion in
1975 to US$785.8 billion in 2024.
Two-way investment stock has
grown from nearly zero to 260
billion dollars. China and the EU
are each other’s second-largest
trading partners, with economic
complementarity being a key feature
of their cooperation.

China-EU cooperation serves
as a prime example of mutually
beneficial cooperation in the era
of economic globalization, despite
differences in history, culture,
social systems and development
stages.

Airbus illustrates this partnership
well. Since entering the Chinese
mainland market 40 years ago, the
European aircraft manufacturer has
seen its market share in China grow
to more than 50 percent.

In 2003, China and the EU
established a  comprehensive
strategic partnership. They have
established over 70 consultation
and dialogue mechanisms that
covervarious fields suchas politics,
economy and trade, humanities,
science and technology, energy,
and the environment. Additionally,
the two sides have increased
cooperation in the areas of digital
and green transition.

Some valuable experience
for comprehensive development
includes the commitments
to mutual respect, mutually
beneficial cooperation, and free
trade. These principles are the
cornerstones of future China-EU
ties, which is among the most
influential relations worldwide.

Fruitful China-EU cooperation
has contributed to the development
and progress of both sides,
delivering tangible benefits for
nearly two billion people in China
and the EU, and greatly promoted
world peace and development.

However, in recent years, the
bilateral relationship has faced
difficulties and challenges, due to
various frictions and differences
on issues like trade. This has been
particularly evident since the EU
adopted a “partner-competitor-
systemic rival” framework for
characterizing bilateral relations
in 2019. Some describe the EU’s
positioning of China as akin to
having all traffic lights (green,
yellow and red) on at the same
time. This approach not only fails
to direct traffic, but will inevitably
cause disruption.

Chinese culture holds that
complaining about others will not
lead to self-improvement. Given
the scale of bilateral trade and the
growing competitiveness of some
of China’s industries, it is natural
for some differences and frictions
to arise. Solutions lie in dialogue
and consultation.

The EU side has expressed
concerns about its trade deficit with
China. Yet, a thorough examination
of the trade imbalance reveals that
the situation is more complex than
the deficit figure suggests. Three
facts offer different perspectives.

3 facts

Firstly, the EU has long
enjoyed a surplus in services trade
with China.

Secondly, it restricts the export
of high-tech products to China.

Thirdly, over one-third of exports
from EU companies in China are
sold to Europe, which means
European companies get many of
the benefits of the trade surplus.

There is no fundamental conflict
of interests between China and the
EU, but rather extensive common
interests. Greater benefits will only
come from partnership rather than
rivalry. Bilateral cooperation was
not — and will never be — a zero-
sum game. To truly understand
China-EU relations, it is important
to hold a long-term, strategic and
comprehensive perspective.

The world is currently
experiencingsignificantturbulence
and change. As China and the
EU prepare for the next 50 years
of cooperation, it is particularly
important to reflect on and adhere
to the original aspirations that
guided the establishment of
bilateral relations. This includes
promoting values such as mutual
benefit, solving problems through
consultations, and  opposing
hegemony.

By learning from the past, the
25" China-EU Summit tomorrow
should rise above differences and
pool consensus to open up a new
chapter of bilateral relations.

— Xinhua




WEDNESDAY July 23,2025 Your trusted source for real news

NATION

The Macau Post Daily

Chinese scientist details first planned Mars sample-
return mission Tianwen-3

BEIJING — China’s first Mars sample-
return mission, Tianwen-3, is scheduled
for launch around 2028, with the goal of
returning no less than 500 grams of Martian
samples to Earth by around 2031, according
to the mission’s chief scientist.

Hou Zenggian, an academician of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences and chief
scientist of the Tianwen-3 mission, together
with his collaborators, recently published an
article in Nature Astronomy, systematically
outlining the overall plan and scientific
objectives of the mission for the first time.

“The mission will be a critical step in
China’s planetary exploration. We hope to
provide the international community with
an unprecedented opportunity to understand
Mars,” Hou said.

The Tianwen-3 mission will involve two
launches, and the spacecraft will take seven
to eight months to reach Mars. It will operate
on Mars for about one year and then return to
Earth, with the entire process spanning over
three years, according to Hou.

LIFE ON THE RED PLANET?

“We aim to unravel the mystery of whether
life ever existed on Mars,” Hou said.

He introduced three primary scientific
objectives for the Tianwen-3 mission:
searching for potential signs of life on Mars,
including biomarkers, fossils and archaea;
studying the evolution of Mars’ habitability,
such as changes in water, atmosphere and
oceans; and investigating the geological
structure and evolutionary history of Mars,
from surface features to internal dynamics.

These three objectives are interconnected.
The origination of life requires a habitable
environment, the proliferation of life
evolves in tandem with the environment, and
habitability is closely linked to geological
processes, Hou explained.

China-Israel team
designs wearable
device for real-
time diabetes care

JERUSALEM - Chinese and Israeli
scientists have developed a painless wearable
device that monitors blood sugar and adjusts
diabetes medication in real time, the Israel
Institute of Technology (Technion) said
yesterday in a statement.

The breakthrough, made with
collaboration between Technion and Sun
Yat-sen University, a public university
in Guangzhou, and published in Nature
Communications, uses microneedles to track
glucose and metformin drug levels under the
skin, according to the statement.

Unlike finger-prick tests, the patch
connects to a smartphone app that analyzes
data and provides personalized treatment
alerts. Testing showed it matches traditional
methods’ accuracy while detecting previously
missed fluctuations. The system also models
how factors like age and weight affect drug
response, read the statement.

Researchershighlightthenewtechnology’s
potential to prevent dangerous complications
like lactic acidosis by optimizing doses. Initial
trials on diabetic mice proved successful, with
plans to adapt the technology for heart disease
and epilepsy management, read the statement.

— Xinhua

To address these objectives, nine research
themes have been established, covering aspects
such as life-related elements, environmental
conditions and geology, in order to “enhance
our understanding of this Earth-like planet in
our solar system,” Hou said.

HOW WILL SAMPLES BE
COLLECTED?

The mission’s engineering team has
preliminarily  designed three sampling
methods: surface scooping, deep drilling and
drone-assisted collection to ensure sample
diversity and scientific value.

Tianwen-3 will not carry a Mars rover.
Instead, it will use a drone to collect samples
from locations within several hundred meters
of the landing site, Hou said.

He noted that Tianwen-3 will be the first
mission internationally to conduct 2-meter-
deep drilling for sample collection on Mars.

Previously, NASA’s Perseverance rover
collected shallow surface samples, and will rely
on a follow-up mission to return them to Earth.
In contrast, Tianwen-3 aims to accomplish
both sampling and return in a single mission.

Hou emphasized that planetary protection
is a major issue in deep space exploration,
and that contamination control is a critical
challenge that must be addressed. Strict
measures are required to prevent the
contamination of Mars by the spacecraft
and the potential contamination of Earth’s
biosphere by Martian samples.

China will adhere strictly to the planetary
protection policies of the Committee on Space
Research to safeguard Mars from terrestrial
contamination and protect Earth from
potential Martian life, ensuring authentic and
reliable scientific results, Hou said.

The Tianwen-3 mission will establish a
complete chain in the sample preservation
process, from collection and sealing on

D> The V2000CG CarryAll, a tonne-class electric
vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft,
conducts a flight demonstration at a flight test
base in Kunshan, Jiangsu Province, yesterday.

- Xinhua

Mars to transportation and analysis on Earth.
Additionally, a high-security Mars sample
laboratory will be constructed, featuring ultra-
clean and biosafety areas, where returned
samples will undergo strict sterilization,
unsealing, processing and biological risk
assessment, Hou said.

WHERE WILL SAMPLES BE
SOURCED?

“The selection of the landing site on Mars is
crucial, as it directly impacts the achievement
of the mission’s scientific objectives. From
an initial pool of over 80 candidate sites, we
have narrowed it down to 19, and by the end
of 2026, three final candidate sites will be
selected,” Hou said.

This selection must balance engineering
constraints and scientific priorities. Due to
engineering limitations, the landing site must
be located between 17 degrees and 30 degrees
north latitude on Mars. Scientifically, the site
should offer the highest potential to harbor
and preserve traces of life, the scientist said.

This is akin to mineral exploration on
Earth — it requires the establishment of
theories and models to guide predictions, and
to then search for a needle in the haystack.

Similarly, identifying a suitable landing
site requires a study of the conditions
needed for the emergence, proliferation and
preservation of life, and the development of
predictive models, Hou noted.

If there is or was life on Mars, it would
be or have been the result of the interplay
of multiple factors, such as liquid water,
atmosphere, temperature, magnetic field and
internal structure. An ideal landing site should
meet the requirements for habitability and life
development, Hou said.

OPEN COLLABORATION
China has adopted a fully open and

<«

collaborative approach to the Tianwen-3
mission, from the formulation of scientific
goals and the development of payloads to the
joint research to be conducted on returned
samples.

“We aim to build a global platform for
scientific collaboration through planetary
exploration, advancing humanity’s shared
scientific endeavors,” Hou said.

“During the scientific goal-setting phase,
we hosted an international conference,
inviting global experts to participate in the
discussion. For payloads, China issued an
international call for proposals. After the
samples are returned, China will open access
to international scientists, provided safety is
ensured,” Hou said.

He added that some key technologies
for the Tianwen-3 mission remain under
development. The scientific team is leveraging
Martian observational data to advance
landing-site selection. Meanwhile, to achieve
its primary scientific objectives, the team is
intensifying full-chain research on the search
for life on Mars.

Liu Jizhong, chief designer of the
Tianwen-3 mission, said in an earlier
interview that the retrieval of samples from
Mars is the most technically challenging
space exploration mission since the Apollo
program, and such a retrieval has never been
realized.

To meet this goal, Chinese space engineers
have to tackle key tasks such as collecting
samples on the Martian surface, taking off
from the Red Planet, rendezvousing in the
Mars orbit, and protecting the planet from
contamination, Liu explained.

The entire process of the mission plan
is very complex, involving 13 phases and
utilizing in-situ and remote-sensing detection
technologies.

— Xinhua

The V2000CG CarryAll, a tonne-class electric

vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft, is
shown at a delivery ceremony in Kunshan, east
Jiangsu Province, yesterday. A Chinese tech startup
yesterday delivered a tonne-class electric vertical
takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft, marking a
breakthrough in the application of large eVTOLs.

Developed by the Shanghai-based company .
AutoFlight, the V2000CG CarryAll hoasts a maximum
takeoff weight of 2 tonnes. The all-electric V2000CG
CarryAll has a payload capacity of up to 400 kg with
a maximum cruising speed of 200 km per hour and

a range of 200 km. It features vertical takeoff and
landing capabilities and a fixed-wing cruising design,
enabling its applications in low-altitude logistics,
emergency response and other fields. - Xinhua




