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Govt plans to ban import of plastic
cotton buds, balloon sticks & inflatable
cheer sticks from 2026: eco-chief
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Environmental Protection Bureau (DSPA) Director Ip Kuong Lam speaks to reporters
at Praca da Amizade on Saturday. - Photo courtesy of TDM

Portugal police announce new search
in‘Maggie’ disappearance case

Tony Wong

Environmental Protection
Bureau (DSPA) Director Ip Kuong
Lam says that the government plans
to ban the import of single-use
plastic cotton buds, balloon sticks
and inflatable cheer sticks from
early next year.

Ip made the remarks while
speaking to reporters in Praca da
Amizade (popularly known as Sintra
Square) in Nam Van on Saturday on
the sidelines of an event organised
by his bureau to mark World
Environment Day on June 5.

The government has banned
the import of single-use Styrofoam
meal boxes, bowls, cups and plates
since January 1, 2021, the import
of single-use non-biodegradable
plastic drinking straws and drink
stirrers since January 1, 2022,

the import of single-use non-
biodegradable plastic knives, forks
and spoons since January 1, 2023,
and the import of single-use non-
biodegradable plastic plates and
cups as well as single-use Styrofoam
food trays since January 1, 2024.

Speaking to reporters on
Saturday, Ip noted that the
government has banned the import
of different types of single-use
plastic and Styrofoam tableware
items in four phases since 2021,
adding that the findings of his
bureau’s review on the four-phase
import bans indicate that they
have been effective in reducing the
amount of plastic rubbish in the city
generated by the use of single-use
tableware.

Ip said that based on the
findings of his bureau’s review,

the government has decided to roll
out its fifth-phase import ban on
single-use plastic products, namely
cottonwool buds, balloon sticks and
inflatable cheer sticks, adding that
the government aims to complete
drawing up an executive order
banning the import of the three types
of single-use plastic products by
the end of this year so that it can be
implemented from early next year.

In addition to plastic, the rod of
a cotton bud can also be made of
wood or paper. Cotton buds with
the rods made of wood or paper are
available in the local retail market.

Ip also said that Macau currently
imports 2.4 million packs of single-
use plastic cottonwool buds, 100,000
single-use plastic balloon sticks, and
500,000 single-use plastic inflatable
cheer sticks annually. B

LISBON — Portuguese police will carry
out a new search this week in the municipality
of Lagos at the request of German authorities
investigating the 2007 disappearance of three-
year-old Madeleine “Maggie” McCann, a
spokesperson told AFP yesterday.

The toddler was never found after going
missing from the resort in Praia da Luz where
she was with her family, one of the most high-
profile missing person cases in history.

Police said it will carry out “a wide range
of actions” between today and Friday near the
southern Portugal seaside resort where the girl
disappeared on May 3, 2007.

The move is part of a warrant issued by the
Brunswick Public Prosecutor’s Office, in Lower
Saxony, northern Germany, which is conducting
a preliminary investigation into Christian
Briickner, suspected by German prosecutors
of killing McCann, the Portuguese police
spokesperson said, confirming information
from British and Portuguese media.

“All the evidence seized by police will, with
prior authorisation from the national public

prosecutor’s office, be handed over 14
to officers of the German federal
criminal police,” the spokesperson “ <
added. A

The last search occurred in May 2023, near
a lake.

“As part of the investigation into the
Madeleine McCann case, criminal proceedings
are currently underway in Portugal,” a
spokesman for the Brunswick public
prosecutor’s office, Christian Wolters, told AFP.

“We are aware of the searches conducted by
the BKA [the German federal police] in Portu-
gal as part of their investigation into Madeleine
McCann’s disappearance. The [British] police
services are not on-site but we will assist our
international colleagues wherever needed,” a
British police spokesman told AFP.

Briickner, currently serving a prison
sentence for rape, was acquitted in October
2024 in Germany in a trial for two sexual
assaults and three rapes committed between
2000 and 2017 in Portugal.

— AFP, MPD

Visitors interact with a robot during the world robot carnival in Wuhan, capital of Hubei Province,
yesterday. The event kicked off here yesterday, featuring nearly 100 robots including pet robots,
make-up robots, robotics bands, etc. Visitors interacted with the robots to experience the charm of

technology-empowered life.

- Xinhua
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US seriously undermines consensus
reached during talks in Geneva: MOC

The US has seriously undermined the consensus reached during the
China-US economic and trade talks in Geneva by successively introduc-
ing multiple discriminatory restrictive measures against China, the Min-
istry of Commerce (MOC) said in Beijing yesterday.

—Story on p. 7 : Colorado on Sunday.
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8 hurt in‘flamethrower’ attack on
pro-Israeli hostage protest in US

A man yelling “free Palestine” used incendiary
devices to torch protesters rallying in support of Israeli
hostages, injuring at least eight people in the US state of

— Storyon p. 11
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Montenegro renamed
Portugal’s prime minister

Centre-right leader Luis Montenegro returned as
Portugal’s prime minister on Thursday but will have to
form an alliance or lead a minority government after an
inconclusive snap election.

— Story on p. 12
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China Nanhai Jiujiang sets new records
at int’l invitational dragon boat races

Rui Pastorin

China Nanhai Jiujiang defended
their titles and set new records
at Saturday’s grand finals in the
Open and Women’s categories of
the Macao International Invitation
Standard Dragon Boat Race
(500m) in the 2025 SJM Macao
International Dragon Boat Races.

Held at the Nam Van Lake
Nautical Centre, the races took place
during the Tung Ng Festival (¥ii’}*
fifi, aka Dragon Boat Festival), and
featured teams from Macau, the
Chinese mainland, Hong Kong, Egypt,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore
and Thailand vying for top prizes.

China Nanhai Jiujiang competed
against six other teams in the Open
category’s grand final, coming out
on top and setting a new event record
at 1:48.673, the Sports Bureau (ID)
said in a statement on the same day.
In second place was the “Macao,
China Selection Team” with a time
of 1:50.514, followed by the “Hong
Kong, China Team” at 1:53.227.

In the Women’s category, China
Nanhai Jiujiang again finished
first and broke the event record at
1:58.156. The Thailand National
Team came in at second place at
1:59.341, while in third place was the
“Hong Kong, China Team”, which
finished with a time of 2:06.250.
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Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (right) presents a silk banner to a representative of the
winning team of the standard dragon boat race under the Open category of the 2025
Macao International Dragon Boat Races, China Nanhai Jiujiang, at Nam Van Lake

Nautical Centre on Saturday.

Meanwhile, the day also
featured the Macao University
Student Invitation Standard Dragon
Boat Race (500m), during which the
Thailand National Sports University
claimed the top spot at 1:54.881.
The second and third spots were
taken by the Foshan University and
“Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore” teams respectively at
1:56.578 and 1:57.457.

The teams that fell short of
qualifying for the grand final
competed in various divisions,
according to the statement.

- Photo: ID

The award ceremony was
officiated by wvarious guests and
representatives  including  Chief
Executive Sam Hou Fai; Director
of the Liaison Office of the Central
People’s Government in the Macao
SAR Zheng Xincong, Commissioner
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the People’s Republic of China in the
Macao SAR Liu Xianfa; Secretary
for Social Affairs and Culture Wallis
O Lam; Executive Council member
Chan Chak Mo; ID President Luis
Gomes; and SJIM Managing Director
Daisy Ho Chiu Fung. m

Tourist coach gutted by fire
due to mechanical failure: CB

Armindo Neves

A tourist coach was gutted by
fire on Avenida Marginal Flor de
Loétus in Cotai on Friday night,
the Fire Services Bureau (CB)
announced in a statement later that
night, pointing out that no-one was
injured in the incident.

The bureau said in the statement
that a fire broke out on the bus when
it was driving past the Marina Bay
residential estate. The driver and
the two passengers fled the coach
immediately and called the police
for help.

The statement said that the
coach was burnt to the frame and its
interior was blackened, with glass
fragments scattered all over the
area, while a near-by bus stop sign
was damaged. The bureau said it
believed that the blaze was caused
by mechanical failure. No one was
injured or “suffered any discomfort”
during the incident. m

This unverified photo, taken from a
Facebook account, shows the tourist
coach in flames on Friday.
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Macau Weather

CLOUDY.
SHOWERS, HEAVY AT TIMES.

A FEW THUNDERSTORMS.
FORCE 2 TO 4 SOUTHWESTERLY
WINDS, BECOMING NORTH

TO NORTHEASTERLIES WITH
GUSTS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
WILL RANGE BETWEEN

U
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Hotel guests dip 3.2 pct to
4.77 million in Jan-April

Staff Reporter

Macau’s 147 hotels welcomed
4.77 million guests in the first
four months of the year, a year-
on-year decrease of 3.2 percent,
according to the Statistics and
Census Bureau (DSEC).

In a statement released last
week, the DSEC reported that the
average hotel occupancy rate rose
by 5.1 percentage points year-
on-year to 89.6 percent between
January and April, while the
average length of stay remained
unchanged at 1.7 nights.

By the end of April, the number
of available guestrooms had
decreased by 4.3 percent to 45,000,
despite the total number of hotels
increasing by four compared to
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the same period last year.

In April alone, S5-star hotels
recorded an average occupancy
rate of 90.9 percent, up 6.2 per-
centage points year-on-year,
maintaining the highest occupancy
rate in the sector.

That month, the number
of hotel guests increased by
34 percent to 1.199 million.
Mainland Chinese accounted for
71.8 percent of all guests, while
foreign guest numbers rose by
12.3 percent year-on-year to
106,000. Among these, the largest
groups were South Koreans
(25,000), followed by Indians
and Thais (9,000 each), as well as
Malaysians (8,000), Indonesians
(8,000) and Japanese (7,000) m
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September 14, 2023 photo of “Penséao Coloane No.1” in Coloane Village. -

Photo courtesy of The Maven of Macau

Customs busts 5 smuggling cases

Ada Lei

From May 17 to May 29,
local customs officers separately
intercepted five individuals at
the Barrier Gate, Qingmao and
Henggqin checkpoints for attempting
to smuggle a total of 78 used mobile
phones and 60 central processing
units by hiding them under their
clothing, and 10 kg of unquarantined
seafood, 8.2 kg of pork, and 3.4 kg
of chicken by hiding the contraband
inside a car, according to a statement
from the Macau Customs Service
(SA) on Friday.

According to the statement,
customs officers uncovered multiple
smuggling attempts between
May 17 and May 29. On May
17, they observed a man with an
unusual walking gait at the Henggin
checkpoint and discovered that he
had hidden 60 central processing
units in his shoes. On May 20,
another man acting suspiciously
was found hiding 46 used mobile
phones around his waist and legs.
On May 22, officers at the Qingmao
checkpoint detected a woman
hiding 22 used mobile phones in a
similar way.

The statement also noted that
acting on an alert from Macau’s
“Risk ~ Management  System,”
customs officers intercepted a
cross-border car on May 24 at
the Barrier Gate, finding 10 kg
of unquarantined seafood, 8.2 kg
of pork, and 3.4 kg of chicken
inside, attempting to smuggle the
contraband to Macau. On May 28,
a man appearing to be particularly
nervous at the Qingmao checkpoint

was found hiding 10 used mobile
phones around his waist.

The five suspects involved in
these separate cases, aged from
22 to 40, comprised locals and
mainlanders. The suspects face
fines of up to 50,000 patacas each
for smuggling used phones and
central processing units. The seized
contraband will be declared property
ofthe Macau Special Administrative
Region (MSAR). The one who
smuggled unquarantined meat and
seafood to Macau faces a fine of up
to 100,000 patacas, while the seized
goods will be handed over to the
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
for destruction.
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This undated handout photo provided by the Macau Customs Service (SA) shows

In the statement, the Customs
Service reminded citizens carrying
items in or out of Macau to adhere
to relevant laws and regulations
and to avoid engaging in
smuggling. Customs officers will
continue to enhance inspections
at Macau’s border checkpoints
and crack down on all forms of
smuggling, whether by hiding
or disguising the contraband, the
statement said, adding that citizens
who notice smuggling activities
are encouraged to report them to
the Customs Service via its hotline
2896 5001, fax 2896 5003, or email
info@customs.gov.mo. m

10 kg of unquarantined seafood, 8.2 kg of pork, and 3.4 kg of chicken meat

smuggled in a car.
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Casino takings rise
5 pct to 21.1 billion
patacas in May

Staff Reporter

Macau’s 30 casinos generated gross gaming revenue (GGR)
of 21.193 billion patacas last month, a year-on-year growth of
5.0 percent, the Gaming Inspection and Coordination Bureau
(DICJ) announced on Sunday.

Month-on-month, GGR in May grew by 12.4 percent from
the 18.858 billion patacas recorded in April. In the first five
months, GGR increased by 1.7 percent year-on-year to 97.707
billion patacas. May generated the gaming industry’s highest
monthly GGR so far this year.

Macau’s government-concessioned gaming industry is run
by six rival integrated resort (IR) operators: Sands, Galaxy, SIM,
Melco, Wynn, and MGM. Under their concession agreements
with the government, the IR operators are required to strengthen
their non-gaming attractions and support Macau’s cultural heritage
promotion and old-quarter renewal projects. The operators pay
35 percent of their GGR as direct gaming tax to the government, in
addition to an additional 5.0 percent in levies for funding a range of
public causes. However, the gaming law, amended in 2022, allows
the government to lower the additional levies (officially termed
“contributions”) for various reasons, such as when operators
expand their foreign client markets or face unforeseen adverse
developments affecting their business operations.

In the first quarter of this year, according to the latest
available official gaming statistics, baccarat generated
84.6 percent of local casinos’ GGR among their 16 games of
chance. Gaming machines produced 5.6 percent of GGR in
the first three months, while roulette, Europe’s classic game of
chance, generated a mere 0.53 percent.

Meanwhile, according to the latest available data from the
Financial Services Bureau (DSF), tax receipts from the six
gaming concessionaires reached 29.839 billion patacas in the
first four months of the year, an increase of 0.06 percent year-
on-year. Gaming tax receipts accounted for 86.8 percent of the
government’s total revenue (current + capital receipts) between
January and April. m
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MGTO to host 108-day POP MART
MACAO CITYWALK
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event

This fantasy scene poster released by the Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) on Sunday promotes the upcoming POP MART
MACAO CITYWALK event.

Armindo Neves

The Macau Government Tourism
Office (MGTO) announced over the
weekend its partnership with the
mainland Chinese toy brand POP
MART* in organising a large-scale
cultural and tourism event titled “POP
MART MACAO CITYWALK.”

The upcoming event aims to
convince tourists to spend generously,
aiming to boost the local tourism
economy and enhance Macau’s
international visibility.

According to an MGTO statement
on Sunday, POP MART’s popular
characters will be integrated with
different local culinary themes, with
multiple snap spots to be set up at
Calgada da Igreja de Sdo Lazaro

(J& 5 #H4%), Praga de Luis de Camdes
(FIAR$ATHE), Largo de Santo
Agostinho (f#THRTHY), and a sitting-
out area on Rua do Pai Kok (2114 ¥
HE A R TER) in Taipa. The event’s
main hub will be set up in Macau’s
main square, Largo do Senado.

According to the statement, the
activities will run from Friday to Sep-
tember 21, spanning 108 days. The
event will be launched at 2:30 p.m. on
Friday at the sitting-out area on Rua
do Pai Kok.

The statement pointed out that the
event will include snap-shot spots and
stamp-collecting activities. Tourists
and residents who take the snapshots
at the event’s locations and share their
experiences on social media platforms
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will receive limited-edition postcards.
Additionally, by collecting stamps
spelling “M, A, C, A, O” across
different venues, participants can
create personalised postcards.

During the event period, tourists
and residents alike can participate in a
lucky draw by making a single purchase
of at least 100 patacas at any Macau
business using designated payment
platforms (Mpay, Alipay, True Money,
Touch ‘n Go eWallet). Winners will
have the chance to receive “exclusive”
event gifts, the statement said. m

*POP MART (f3i8¥3%F) is a
mainland Chinese retail brand known
for its blind box collectible toys,
designer vinyl figures, and trendy pop
culture products. — DeepSeek
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@@@@ The Young Post

The Macau Post Daily’s The Young Post will be published
every Monday to present and discuss topical issues that may

interest not only the younger but also all the other generations.

Interview by Adrian Vallesteros

The impact of an outfit

I don’t think a lot of people understand the power an
outfit can have. Growing up, I remember seeing those
closest to me dress up and wear the biggest smiles when
the pieces of clothing they had chosen came together
perfectly—like completing a puzzle. That feeling stayed
with me. I love dressing up, buying new clothes, and
deciding who I want to be the next day. To me, fashion is
more than fabric or trends; it’s a language, an expression,
a statement to the world. And someone who values that
impact as much as I do is 22-year-old aspiring local
Filipino fashion influencer Joshua Constancia.
For him, fashion is a tool for transformation. It silences
self-doubt, defies expectations, and connects him to the
world. In a generation where self-expression is paramount,
Constancia stands out not just for his bold streetwear
aesthetic, but for his unshakable belief that style is a
rebellion against conformity.
In this exclusive interview, The Young Post explores
Joshua’s journey from a shy teenager to an aspiring
fashion influencer, his fearless approach to gender-neutral
dressing, and the lessons he’s learnt along the way. His
story isn’t just about looking good. It’s about feeling seen.

From Jordans to joy: “It started with a
pair of sneakers.”

When asked what started his intrigue in fashion,
Constancia said that “it was when my dad got me
my first pair of Jordan sneakers.” He described the
first moment he wore them to school as an event that
sparked his interest in shoes, at first, simply because
of the fact that it brought something he didn’t know
he was particularly fond of: Attention. But it wasn’t in
the obnoxious or egotistical sense, rather, he explained
it as something he just quite simply “liked”. The
compliments he got and the stares of admiration were
something he enjoyed, and to this day, it still stuck
with him.

“Shoes have played a big role in fashion for me,”
he said. That first pair of Jordans became armour,
helping him shed his shyness. Fashion wasn’t just about
looking good — it was about feeling confident enough to
take up space.

Finding his style through experimentation
Constancia’s fashion journey began with trial and
error. “I wasn’t always into fashion — I just suddenly
grew into it,” he says. At 17, he discovered Instagram
fashion influencers and began exploring different trends:
“Hypebeast, e-boy, a little hipster.”

When asked about a risk he took with fashion, he
reflected on his e-boy* phase. “Right after that era, my
outfits really started getting better. It paid off unexpectedly
because without going through that, I wouldn’t be here
now.” This experimental approach shaped his current
philosophy on style. For those seeking to elevate their
wardrobe, but are intimidated by the rising prices of
clothing and brands, Constancia’s advice is practical:
“Don’t go for expensive brands. Go for cheaper ones — you
can buy more clothes and build more outfits. Or just thrift.”
He justifies this by adding that it is “your confidence” and
“how you pull it off” that truly makes all the difference.
But he also advocates for balance: “From time to time, get
a statement piece.”

He expanded on the difference between “being trendy”
and “being stylish”, noting that while trends provide
inspiration — “when you don’t know what to wear, they
help” — the key is making them your own. Accessories, he
emphasises, are game-changers in this process. “Jewellery.
Chains. Even if your outfit is simple, they make a big

Photos recently provided
by Joshua Constancia

statement.” His current style — a mix of streetwear and
minimalist pieces — reflects this philosophy of thoughtful
experimentation.

When asked if dressing up daily is necessary, he
doesn’t hesitate: “Every day, [ want to stand out. It’s part
of me.” This daily commitment to self-expression stems
from his experimental journey. “I had to go through those
phases to be where I am now,” he says. “That’s how you
find what really works for you.”

Breaking boundaries: gender norms &
confidence

The fashion world loves to debate the realms of
masculinity and femininity — often turning what we
wear into a bold statement. For many young people, this
pressure to “pick a side” can make getting dressed or
exploring clothing feel intimidating, or restricting even.
But Constancia approaches the topic with refreshing
simplicity: “A lot of female clothing is better than men’s.
And it fits me too.”

His philosophy isn’t performative activism; it’s
practical rebellion. When faced with questions from others
regarding his choices on what he chooses to wear, he
simply shrugs it off. “People will always judge,” he said.
“Once you understand that, you’ll start wearing what you
want.” His mantra? “Stop judging people. Mind your own
business. Period.”

His defiance isn’t just personal — it’s part of a larger
movement. Young people today are redefining fashion,
blurring lines between masculinity and femininity.
Constancia embodies this shift, proving that clothing has
no gender — only potential.

Fashion as identity: more than just clothes

For Constancia, fashion is deeply tied to identity. “An
outfit can show how a person is,” he explains. “It expresses
their personality, their mood... Through an outfit, you can
see how a person really is, how they live life.”

He recalls a pivotal moment in Hong Kong: “I was
wearing jorts [jean shorts], sneakers, and a jacket I didn’t
love. Then my sister bought a leather jacket at Zara. When
I wore it, it switched up my whole outfit — my whole mood.
I felt better. I felt more confident.”

Clothing, for him, is a mirror of his growth. “When [ was
younger, [ was shy, introverted. Once I found streetwear,
it helped boost my confidence. I started becoming more
extroverted.”

What will your outfit say about you?

Constancia’s story is a reminder that fashion is more
than aesthetics — it’s a dialogue between who you are and
who you dare to be. Whether through a thrifted gem or a
leather jacket that changes everything, style is a rebellion,
a celebration, a declaration.

And for anyone hesitant to experiment? “Jump between
styles. Get out of your comfort zone. One day, you’ll look
in the mirror and say, ‘Oh, I found my style’”’, Constancia
emphasised.

So, what will your outfit say about you today?

*E-boy: A style and internet subculture associated
with young men who have a moody, edgy, and often
androgynous look. They typically wear dark clothing,
chains, layered outfits, and sometimes heavy eyeliner.
E-boys are heavily influenced by emo, skate, and TikTok
aesthetics. —DeepSeek

**Hypebeast: Someone obsessed with wearing the
latest, most hyped-up streetwear and sneaker brands (like
Supreme, Off-White, or Yeezy). They prioritise exclusivity
and brand clout over personal style, often spending big
money on limited-edition drops. —DeepSeek
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Over 1/3 of
newly registered
vehicles in April

are EVs

Staff Reporter

Some 36.4 percent of Macau’s newly
registered motor vehicles were electric in
April, the Macau Statistics and Census Bureau
(DSEC) has announced.

According to a DSEC statement last week,
the number of newly registered motor vehicles
dropped by 5.7 percent year-on-year to 884
last month, with 322 of them being electric.

In the first four months of this year, the
number of newly registered motor vehicles
decreased by 3.4 percent to 3,887, with 33.9
percent of these being electric. In April, the
number of traffic accidents fell by 9.1 percent
year-on-year to 1,136, resulting in 388
injuries. In the first four months, 4,762 traffic
accidents were recorded, leading to 1,684
injuries.

At the end of April, the total number of
licensed motor vehicles was 252,697, an
increase of 1.0 percent year-on-year. According
to official statistics, Macau’s road length was
496.7 km at the end of March. Last month,
cross-border vehicular traffic rose by 23.6
percent year-on-year to 880,495 trips. B
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Disability subsidy to rise 11.11 pct: IAS

Armindo Neves

The Social Affairs Bureau’s (IAS)
Rehabilitation Affairs Committee held
its first closed-door plenary meeting of
the year on Friday at the Macau Science
Centre (MSC), hosted by IAS President
Wilson Hon Wai.

Topics discussed by the meeting
included the implementation progress
of the government’s 10-Year Plan for
Rehabilitation ~ Services, preparations
for the next phase of the action plan,
technology empowerment, an award
scheme for barrier-free and disability-
friendly catering establishments, and
adjustments to the disability subsidy,
according to [AS statement on Friday.

Hon said, according to the statement,
that the 10-Year Plan has achieved a
completion rate of 98.6 percent, with all
285 short- and medium-term measures
fully accomplished. Of the 82 long-
term measures, 77 have been completed,
while the remaining are expected to be
fully implemented within 2025, Hon
said. The next phase of the action plan
will commence in 2025, Hon said,
focusing on smart technology, barrier-free
infrastructure, and fostering a “socially
inclusive” environment.

Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) Director Wilson Han Wai (centre), IAS Deputy Director Hoi Va Pou (left) and
IAS Social Solidarity Department Chief Choi Sio Un attend the first plenary meeting of the Rehabilitation

Affairs Committee of the year on Friday at the Macau Science Centre (MSC).

The statement pointed out that the
government has been actively promoting the
development of a barrier-free environment.
In 2018, the architectural standards for
designing  barrier-free  projects = were
introduced, providing a valuable reference
for both public entities and private
enterprises to improve accessibility.

The statement added that the government
plans to launch an “Award Scheme for
Barrier-Free and Disability-Friendly Catering
Establishments” this year, starting with
restaurants as a pilot initiative to encourage
private businesses to progressively enhance
their accessibility infrastructure. During

- Photo: IAS

the meeting, the statement underlined, the
preliminary concept of the award scheme was
presented, and committee members expressed
their support for its introduction.

According to the statement, the
committee unanimously approved the
proposed increase in this year’s disability
subsidy, as outlined in the Chief Executive’s
2025 Policy Address. The regular disability
subsidy will be raised from 9,000 patacas
to 10,000 patacas a year, while the special
disability subsidy will be increased
from 18,000 patacas to 20,000 patacas,
representing an 11.11 percent rise from the
current levels, respectively. B

Macau global infrastructure
forum to feature 250+ events
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Kristina Vallesteros downstream organisations® across the
Macau is slated to host the 16™ global infrastructure industrial chain
International Infrastructure Investment in areas such as design, financing, Eligibility and period of use
and Construction Forum (IIICF) from June  procurement, construction, and operation.” —

10 to 12 at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai
Expo, featuring over 250 thematic forums,
business meetings and networking events,
according to a statement released by the
Commerce and Investment Promotion
Institute (IPIM) on Friday.

The three-day event, jointly organised
by IPIM and the China International
Contractors Association (CHINCA), will
focus on critical infrastructure topics
including smart connectivity, energy
transition and sustainable development,
the statement noted. The statement also
said that 12 specialised forums will
address the key challenges facing the
global infrastructure sector.

“More than 200 business matching
and networking sessions will be held
concurrently,” the statement noted, adding
that these aim “to efficiently enhance
the connectivity among upstream and

23,157.97 points.

A STOCKMARKELS==5 oS
Hang Seng Index closes 0.57 pct lower

HONG KONG - Hong Kong
stock market ended lower yesterday
with the benchmark Hang Seng
Index down 0.57 percent to close at

The event will see the release of two
major industry reports: “The Belt and Road
Infrastructure Development Index Report
20257 and “The Report on Portuguese-
speaking Countries’ Infrastructure Develop-
ment Index and Macao’s Achievements in
the Belt and Road Initiative 2025

Free and open to members of the public,
the forum expects to draw participants from
across the global infrastructure sector. Further
details are available at https:/www.iiicf.org/. m

*In  business and supply chain
management, upstream and downstream
organisations refer to the different stages
of a production or distribution process
relative to a company’s position in the
value chain. While upstream organisations
focus on the supply side, i.e., inputs for
production, downstream organisations
focus on the demand side, i.e. getting
products to customers. — DeepSeek

The Hang Seng China Enterprises
Index dipped 0.86 percent to end at
8,359.26 points, while the Hang Seng
Tech Index edged down 0.70 percent
to close at 5,134.11 points. — Xinhua

@ Beneficiaries: residents who, as of 31 May 2026, hold a valid or renewable Macao Special Administrative Region
Permanent Resident Identity Card.

® Amount: MOP700.00 per beneficiary (distributed in the form of electronic healthcare vouchers).
@ Validity period: 2 years (from 1% June 2025 to 31* May 2027).
@ Eligible transferees: beneficiaries’ parents, children and spouse who hold a Macao Permanent Resident Identity Card.

Use of vouchers

'l

In Macao

@ Beneficiaries can access their electronic identity in the Macao One Account to use the electronic healthcare vouchers
without presenting their Macao SAR Permanent Resident Identity Card.

® |f the beneficiary doesn’t have or fails to use the Macao One Account, they may present their Macao SAR Permanent
Resident Identity Card to use the electronic healthcare vouchers.

At the Hengqgin Cooperation Zone

® Macao residents seeking medical attention at a clinic in the Henggin Cooperation Zone must utilise their “Macao One
Account” in order to spend the healthcare vouchers.

Health professionals who join the Scheme at the Henggin Cooperation Zone

® Must have already enrolled in the Healthcare Subsidy Scheme in Macao (Macao residents).

@ Their practising clinic at the Henggin Cooperation Zone must be opened by Macao residents on a sole proprietorship
or joint venture basis, and comply with relevant regulations of the Mainland.

Transfer of vouchers

Transfer can be made through the Macao One Account, a self-service kiosk, the Health Bureau website or Health
Bureau mobile app, or with assistance by the health professional at the time of consultation or by the support
centre staff.

Enquiry
Website Hotline Facsimile E-mail AMBATFRERREELER
www.vs.gov.mo 2822 5050 2822 3030 vs@ssm.gov.mo Servicos
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Over 50 teachers and youth
workers obtain GCDF

Ida Cheong

The graduation ceremony for
the Global Career Development
Facilitator* (GCDF) certification
programme, organised by the
Macau Youth Development Service
Centre in conjunction with the
Education and Youth Development
Bureau (DSEDIJ), was held at the
Macau Youth Life and Career
Planning Centre on Rua Nova de
Toi San yesterday, during which
54 teachers and youth workers
graduated from the 2025 Global
Career Development Facilitator
Certification Programme.

The GCDF certification
programme, aiming to popularise
career planning services in Macau’s
secondary schools, allows more
young people to plan their careers
early and help them develop,
according to a statement issued by
the centre.

The programme trained
54 teachers, career and academic
advisors and youth workers from

secondary schools and community
organisations.

The statement underlined that
the graduates have been trained to
deliver career planning services at
schools and youth groups, advancing
the bureau’s goal of progressively
achieving comprehensive career
planning coverage for all secondary
school students.

Education and Youth
Development Bureau Vice Director
Wong Ka Ki noted in his speech
at the graduation ceremony that
secondary school students should
identify  their personal traits,
strengths and  capabilities to
gradually establish their life goals,
gaining insights into national and
regional development strategies as
well as industry trends.

Wong added that young people
should adopt a long-term perspective
towards career development and
prioritise accumulating practical
experience.

Wong underscored that the

Education and Youth
Development Bureau
Deputy Director (DSEDJ)
Wong Ka Ki (front, third
from left), Macau Youth
Development Services
Centre Deputy General
Director Wong Chi Choi
(front, first from right) and
other participants pose
after yesterday’s graduation
ceremony of the ‘Global
Career Development
Facilitator* (GCDF)
certification programme’
in Macau Youth Life and
Career Planning Centre.

- Photo: Ida Cheong

bureau has launched multiple
programmes, including internships
programmes, enabling students to
gain insights into diverse career paths
and industry prospects in Macau.

Macau Youth Development
Services Centre Deputy General
Director Wong Chi Choi said in a
speech he hopes that the graduates
will apply their expertise in
future career planning education
initiatives, delivering professional
guidance to Macau’s youth,
widely covering career planning
education for all secondary school
students in Macau. m

*The Global Career Develop-
ment Facilitator (GCDF) is a pro-
fessional certification for individuals
who work in career development,
counselling, coaching, or related
fields. The GCDF credential signi-
fies that the holder has received spe-
cialised training to assist clients with
career planning, job search strate-
gies, and workforce development. —
DeepSeek

2025 Summer Activities registrations open

Ida Cheong

Registrations for Macau’s 2025
Summer Activities, co-organised
by the Sports Bureau (ID) and the
Education and Youth Development
Bureau (DSEDJ), can be submit-
ted until 10 p.m. on Friday through
their dedicated website (www.sum-
meractivity.gov.mo) or the govern-
ment’s “Macao One Account”.

According to the statement,
this year’s summer activities
programme provides about 550
activities, totalling over 2,100
classes and more than 45,500
places for participants aged 4 to 25,
comprising 24,500 places for leisure
and cultural activities, with a budget
of 13.96 million patacas, reflecting
a 2.8 percent year-on-year decrease.

There are also 21,000 places
for sporting activities, with a
budget of 6.13 million patacas.
The registration results will be
announced at 10 a.m. on June 10.
Successful registrants can enrol and
pay via e-payment from 10 a.m. on
June 11 (Wednesday) to 10 p.m. on
June 15 (Sunday).

The statement noted that each
applicant can only register for one
course during the registration period,
and no more than two courses during
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The Education and Youth Development Bureau’s (DSEDJ) Student Department Chief
Chan lok Wai (right) and the Sports Bureau’s (ID) Development Department Chief
Chao Kuok Wai look on during Friday’s joint press conference at the ID headquarters

in Zape.

the registration period for courses
with vacancies, which will be open
for registration from 10 a.m. on June
18 to 10 p.m. on June 20, i.e., each
applicant can, finally, register for up
to three courses.

The statement underscored
that this year features a Hengqin
Eco-Science Family Camp,
co-organised with the Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone
in Hengqin, alongside multiple

- Photo: ID

heritage-themed workshops. The
zone will also offer badminton and
pickleball* courses in Hengqin.
There are a total of 250 places
for the badminton and pickleball
courses. B

*  Pickleball is one of the
fastest-growing sports in the world,
combining elements of tennis,
badminton, and ping-pong. Its easy
to learn, fun to play, and suitable for
all ages and skill levels. — DeepSeek
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Sam sets up working
group to boost locals’
employment

Tony Wong

The local government has set
up a new working group aiming
to “fully” ensure the protection of
local residents’ employment.

The setting-up of the
working group was announced
in a statement by the Office
of Secretary for Economy and
Finance Anton Tai Kin Ip on
Wednesday last week.

The statement said that
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
decided on Wednesday last
week to set up the new working
group with the aim of “ensur-
ing the implementation of the
local government’s people-cen-
tred governance philosophy”.

The statement said that the
cross-departmental working group,
which is chaired by Tai, aims to
advance the employment of local
residents in the city.

According to the statement,
the working group is tasked with
carrying outscientific assessments
of the city’s human resource
trends, collecting and studying
data concerning the supply and

demand of the local labour market
in various sectors with the aim
of coming up with appropriate
policies and measures to promote
local residents’ employment,
and regularly monitoring and
evaluating the effectiveness of
the government’s various policies
and measures promoting local
residents’ employment.

The working group includes
officials from Tai’s office, the
Office of Secretary for Social
Affairs and Culture Wallis O
Lam, the office of Secretary
for Transport and Public Works
Raymond Tam Vai Man, and the
Labour Affairs Bureau.

According to data released by
the Statistics and Census Bureau
(DSEC) last week, Macau’s
general unemployment rate (1.9
percent) and local residents’
unemployment rate (2.5 percent)
for February — April remained the
same as in the previous period
(January — March).

The general unemployment
rate comprises local residents and
non-resident workers. m
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This file photo taken last month shows pedestrians walking past shops on Rua

dos Mercadores in the city centre.

— Photo: Tony Wong

10 die in work-related
accidents in 2024: DSAL

Ada Lei

According to a statement
from the Labour Affairs Bureau
(DSAL) on Friday, the 2024
annual  occupational  injury
statistical analysis report reveals
that 5,095 individuals were
injured in work-related accidents
this year, resulting in 10 fatalities.

The primary causes of these
incidents were “falls” (254
percent), “crushing, stabbing,
or cutting” (19.3 percent), and
“tripping or colliding with objects”
(16.1 percent).

Among the injured, 10 people
lost their lives, including one case
suspected to involve a violation
of occupational safety and health
regulations. All fatal incidents
have been referred to the judicial
authorities, and the Labour Affairs
Bureau (DSAL) said it would
make necessary adjustments to

the data based on the judicial
outcomes.

The statement emphasised that
in order to monitor occupational
safety and health conditions across
various industries in Macau, the
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL)
conducted 3,550 safety inspections
in 2024 at different workplaces,
including  construction  sites,
industrial facilities, and business
premises. They provided 395
improvement recommendations
and imposed penalties for 10
unsafe conditions. The bureau
said it would continue to
implement enforcement measures
of “immediate fines, immediate
suspension, and  immediate
education,” ordering sites with a
poor safety performance to halt
hazardous work. In total, four
work stoppage orders were issued
in2024.m
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US seriously undermines consensus
reached during talks in Geneva: MOC

BEIJING — The United States
has seriously undermined the
consensus reached during the
China-US economic and trade
talks in Geneva by successively
introducing multiple discriminatory
restrictive measures against China,
the Ministry of Commerce (MOC)
said in Beijing yesterday.

These  measures included
issuing guidance on Al chip export
controls, halting sales of chip
design software to China, and
announcing the revocation of visas
for Chinese students, according to
a spokesperson for the ministry.

These actions severely violated
the consensus reached during
a phone call between the two
heads of state on January 17 and
gravely harmed China’s legitimate
rights and interests, said the
spokesperson.

The  United States has
unilaterally and repeatedly
provoked new economic and trade
frictions, exacerbating uncertainty
and instability in bilateral economic
and trade relations, according to
the spokesperson.

“Instead of reflecting on its
own actions, the United States has
groundlessly accused China of
violating the consensus, a claim
that grossly distorts the facts. China
firmly rejects these unjustified
accusations,” the spokesperson
said.

Noting that China has canceled
or suspended relevant tariff and
non-tariff ~ measures  adopted
against the US “reciprocal tariffs,”
the spokesperson said China has
acted in a responsible manner,
taking the consensus reached
in the Geneva talks seriously,

implementing it rigorously, and
upholding it actively.

“China is firm in safeguarding
its rights and interests, and sincere
in implementing the consensus,”
the spokesperson said.

Calling the outcomes of the
Geneva talks ‘“hard-won,” the
spokesperson urged the United
States to work with China in
the same direction, immediately
correct its wrong practices, jointly
uphold the consensus of the talks,
and promote the healthy, stable and
sustainable development of China-
US economic and trade relations.

If the US side insists on going
the wrong way and continues to
harm China’s interests, China will
resolutely take forceful measures
to safeguard its legitimate rights
and interests, according to the
spokesperson. — Xinhua

GBA Aircraft unveiled to promote
HK’s role as ‘super connector’

HONG KONG - An unveiling
ceremony for the Greater Bay
Area Aircraft took place at Hong
Kong International ~ Airport
yesterday to further promote the
city’s role in global connectivity
and the opportunities in China’s
Guangdong-Hong  Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (GBA).

The  Greater Bay Area
Aircraft, adorned with the
promotional design livery that
reads “Leveraging Hong Kong’s
Strengths, Developing a First-class
Greater Bay Area,” will operate
flights between Hong Kong and
the Chinese mainland and overseas
cities to promote the GBA and
Hong Kong to the world.

During the ceremony, Erick
Tsang Kwok-wai, secretary for
Constitutional and  Mainland

Affairs of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR)
government, said that Hong Kong
plays therole ofa “super connector”
between the Chinese mainland
with the world, leveraging its dual
roles in going global and attracting
foreign investment for the GBA.

Tsang expressed his hope that
the aircraft would serve as an
“ambassador in the sky”’ to promote
the GBA, raising awareness of the
latest developments of the GBA.

Liza Ng Shiow-lan, the chief
executive officer of Greater Bay
Airlines, said that through daily
flightstoand from different cities, the
vision of the GBA will be promoted
overseas, enabling more people to
gain a deeper understanding of and
actively participate in the GBA’s
development.

The airline has been established
in support of the national strategy
of developing the GBA, and will
make its contributions as Hong
Kong fully leverages its distinctive
advantages of having strong
support from the motherland and
enjoying close connections with
the world as well as its status as
an international aviation hub to
integrate into the overall national
development, she said.

This initiative marks the first
time Hong Kong has used an
aircraft as a mobile platform to
further promote the GBA to a
global audience, following earlier
promotional efforts to reach out to
local communities through means
of transportation such as buses,
trams and ferries.

— Xinhua, MPD

Defense ministry firmly opposes US negative
remarks on China at Shangri-La Dialogue

BEIJING — A Chinese military
spokesperson on Sunday expressed
strong dissatisfaction and firm
opposition to the negative remarks
related to China made by US
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, at
the 22" edition of the Shangri-La
Dialogue.

Zhang Xiaogang, spokesperson
for the Ministry of National
Defense, said the US Defense
Secretary’s remarks are filled
with  deep-rooted  hegemonic
logic, bullying manners, and Cold
War mentality, and constitute
a serious violation of China’s
sovereignty and interests as well as
a distortion of China’s policies and
propositions.

The remarks also disregard
the joint efforts of countries in
the region to safeguard prosperity
and stability and run counter to the
common aspiration of countries

around the world for peace and
development, Zhang said. “We are
strongly dissatisfied with this and
firmly oppose this.”

The spokesperson said the
United States strengthened its
military deployments in the Asia-
Pacific, grossly interfering in other
countries’ internal affairs and
inciting tensions.

“Facts have repeatedly proven
that the United States, going
against the trend of the times and
acting willfully, will only end up
hurting itself,” he said.

He stated that the Taiwan
question is purely China’s internal
affair. The United States has no
right to make irresponsible remarks
about it, let alone attempt to use it
as a tool to contain China, Zhang
said.

He added that the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) will

resolutely defend national
sovereignty and territorial integrity
and resolutely foil all “Taiwan
independence” separatist schemes
and any external interference.

Zhang noted that the United
States, which seeks to destabilize
the South China Sea by ganging up
with others and stirring up trouble,
is the “biggest threat” to regional
peace and stability.

Noting that China has always
been a guardian and contributor
to peace and development in
the Asia-Pacific, Zhang said
the Chinese military will work
with regional countries to jointly
oppose hegemony harming the
region, oppose the introduction
of geopolitical conflicts into the
region, and oppose any country or
force from bringing war and chaos
to the region.

— Xinhua
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IC to sell products at
Kun lam Ecumenical
Centre

This photo taken earlier this year shows the Kun lam Ecumenical Centre in Nape.

Rui Pastorin

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
said in a statement on Friday that it
will be selling local original cultural
and creative products at the Kun lam
Ecumenical Centre in Nape, holding
an open call for consignment sales
for local companies specialising in
the industry.

Registration is open for
local companies in the relevant
industries from today through
June 13, the statement noted.
Selection will be based on criteria
such as “originality, uniqueness of
the cultural and creative products,
styles, content of Macau cultural
elements and the compatibility
with the atmosphere of the
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Kun Iam Ecumenical Centre”,
according to the statement, with
all sales revenues to go to the

selected companies consigning
their products.
Meanwhile, IC’s books and

souvenirs will also be sold on the
centre’s ground floor, along with the
local original products. Members of
the public will also be provided with
information on local attractions and
cultural activities, the statement
said.

Application regulations can be

found by visiting www.icm.gov.
mo, while applicants can also email

their documents to apply.DPICC@)
icm.gov.mo Enquiries can be made

by calling 8399 6296. m




