
Wang Yi calls for resolutely 
defending hard-won WWII victory

Foreign Minister Wang Yi yesterday called for resolutely 
defending the hard-won victory of World War II achieved 
through bloodshed, and effectively safeguarding the hard-
earned peace and stability.    – Story on p. 7

Iran designates Royal Canadian 
Navy a terrorist organisation

The Iranian foreign ministry designated the Royal 
Canadian Navy a terrorist organisation yesterday in what it 
said was retaliation for Canada’s 2024 blacklisting of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards.               –  Story on p. 11

Trump says US hit dock for 
Venezuela drug boats

The US hit and destroyed a docking area for alleged Ven-
ezuela drug boats, President Donald Trump said on Monday, in 
what could amount to the first land strike of the military cam-
paign against trafficking from Latin America.  – Story on p. 12 
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Tony Wong
Secretary for Economy 

and Finance Anton Tai Kin Ip 
said yesterday that the local 
government’s ongoing efforts to 
promote deeper integration among 
culture, tourism and commerce in 
Macau is set to inject new impetus 
into the city’s appropriate economic 
diversification.

Tai made the remarks while 

delivering a speech at the opening 
ceremony of the 6th China-Central and 
Eastern European Countries (CEEC) 
Cultural and Creative Industry Forum 
held at the Wynn Palace integrated 
resort in Cotai yesterday.

The forum, which also includes 
the International Conference on 
Creative Economy and Trade 
Development, was jointly organised 
by Beijing International Studies 

University, the Macau-based Silk 
Road Satellite Television, and the 
newly established Macau-based 
International Creative Economy 
and Trade Organisation.

The three-day event started on 
Monday and is scheduled to end 
today, with its opening ceremony 
held yesterday.

In his speech, Tai noted that 
the global development landscape 

is currently undergoing profound 
transformation, because of which, 
he said, “strengthening dialogue, 
deepening cooperation, and 
jointly promoting innovation” are 
the inevitable choices to tackle 
challenges and seize opportunities, 
adding that the creative economy* 
is not only a “new engine” 
driving economic recovery and 
transformation but also a “golden 

Deeper culture-tourism-commerce 
integration set to inject impetus 
into economic diversi!cation: Tai

key” promoting dialogue among 
civilisations and people-to-people 
connectivity.

Tai noted that the nation’s 15th 
Five-Year Plan, the implementation 
of which will start next year, lays 
out policies of leveraging culture 
to empower economic and social 
development, deepening mutual 
exchanges and learning among 
civilisations, and broadly promoting 
international cultural cooperation. 
The policy secretary said that all 
these have provided Macau with 
fundamental guidance for deepening 
international collaboration and 
driving industrial development.

Continued on p.2

BEIJING – The nation’s 
leaders attended a 2026 New Year 
gala featuring traditional opera 
yesterday evening in Beijing.

President Xi Jinping, as well 
as other Party and state leaders, 
including Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang 
Huning, Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang, Li 
Xi and Han Zheng, watched the 

show at the National Centre for the 
Performing Arts, alongside people 
from all walks of life.

The gala featured excerpts 
of classic operas and fine new 
creations showcasing the vibrant 
and diverse development of 
traditional Chinese opera.

– Xinhua

Nation’s leaders attend 
New Year gala featuring 

traditional opera

Dignitaries and others symbolically launch the 6th China-CEEC Cultural and Creative Industry Forum during yesterday’s opening ceremony at the Wynn Palace integrated 
resort in Cotai, such as Secretary for Economy and Finance Anton Tai Kin Ip (centre), Foreign Ministry Deputy Commissioner Cheng Lei (sixth from right), and Wan Sucheng 
(sixth from left), who heads the Publicity and Culture Department of the Central People’s Government Liaison Office.               – Photo: GCS

LISBON –Immigration con-
trol waiting time at Lisbon airport 
exceeded seven hours yesterday, 
resulting in operational losses for 
airlines and missed passenger con-
nections.

Yesterday’s delays are the latest 
in a series of severe bottlenecks 
at Humberto Delgado Airport, 
Portugal’s main international aviation 
hub. Waiting time has recently 
climbed to nearly nine hours, leaving 

crowds of exhausted travelers stuck 
in overcrowded corridors.

The Association of Airlines in 
Portugal has said that Lisbon airport 
lacks adequate infrastructure for 
the new European Union border 
control system for non-EU citizens, 
which came into operation on 
October 12, with the second phase 
beginning on December 10 with 
biometric data collection.

The government approved a 

resolution authorizing the Public 
Security Police to spend 7.5 million 
euros (US$8.85 million) through 
2028 for acquiring equipment to 
implement integrated systems 
aimed at improving migration 
flow management at the airport.

The National Republican Guard 
(gendarmerie)  may be deployed to 
the airport to reinforce border control 
operations currently under Public 
Security Police supervision. – Xinhua

Prolonged border control delays cause 
disruptions at Lisbon airport
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v  Macau  Weather
CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY 
PERIODS. 
MIST AND HAZE IN THE MORNING. 
LIGHT WINDS, BECOMING 
FORCE 3 TO 5 EASTERLY WINDS 
WITH GUSTS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL 
RANGE BETWEEN 
55% AND 95%.

16ºC~22ºC
Source: SMG
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Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) busted 

a HK$60 million illegal exchange 
operation run by a jewellery shop 
on Monday, arresting two female 
employees for illegal currency 
exchange activities, PJ spokesman 
Lei Chi Hou said during a special 
press conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspects as a 
27-year-old mainlander surnamed 
Mai and a 36-year-old local 
surnamed Ng.

According to Lei, the police 
received a tipoff about a jewellery 
shop in a hotel in Cotai operating an 
illegal currency exchange business. 
On Monday afternoon, officers 
discovered that Mai and Ng were 
engaged in an illegal currency 
exchange deal with a middle-aged 
male gambler from the mainland. 
Mai presented a QR code to the 
gambler, and after he completed the 

transaction using his smartphone, 
Ng took HK$5,000 (5,139 patacas) 
in cash from a handbag and handed 
it to the gambler.

Lei noted that after the gambler 
exchanged 4,660 yuan for HK$5,000 
in cash, he immediately entered the 
casino and converted the Hong Kong 
dollars into chips for gambling. The 
police later intercepted the gambler 
in the casino and apprehended Mai 
and Ng at the shop. The police 
seized HK$500,000 in cash and a 
smartphone from the shop.

Lei added that the shop was 
licensed to sell watches and 
jewellery. However, Lei added, after 
one to two years of its opening, it 
began engaging in illegal money 
exchange activities. The two 
suspects, following the shop owner’s 
instructions, provided currency 
exchange services to customers and 
received additional “remuneration” 

in the form of “overtime pay”. Mai 
was employed in June 2024 with a 
monthly salary of 13,000 patacas, 
which included a base salary of 
9,000 patacas, plus an additional 
3,000 to 5,000 patacas as purported 
“overtime pay.” Ng was also hired 
around June 2024, with a monthly 
salary of 15,000 patacas, including a 
base salary of about 12,000 patacas 
and an additional 2,000 to 3,000 
patacas in “overtime pay.”

The police have confirmed that 
the shop opened in 2019. Since the 
implementation of the Law Against 
Illegal Gambling Crimes, the shop 
had conducted illegal currency 
exchange activities amounting to 
HK$60 million, resulting in an 
illegal profit of HK$1 million.

The duo were transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
yesterday, each facing an illegal 
currency exchange charge. 

Police bust 2 jewellery shop sta! for HK$60 million 
illegal currency exchange deals 

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the two hooded illegal currency exchange 
suspects to a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday. – Photo: Ada Lei

Armindo Neves
The Macau Federation of Trade 

Unions (aka Gung Luen) co-hosted 
a press conference with Lou Hau 
High School yesterday about the 
findings of its survey showing that 
nearly 84 percent of local middle 
school students use AI to do their 
homework.

Directly translated from 
its Chinese name, the poll is 
titled “Survey and assessment 
of the current social status of 
the personalised development 
of secondary school students in 
Macau, and comparison with 
secondary schools in the Greater 
Bay Area”. It was conducted by 
Gung Luen (Macau Federation of 
Trade Unions FAOM) and Lou Hau 

High School in conjunction with the 
Macau Foundation (FM).

The press conference was 
held at Gung Luen’s Family and 
Community Services Centre in Fai 
Chi Kei district.

The survey collected data from 
around 2,000 students during 2025.

The findings reveal that only 
3.14 percent of the respondents 
never used AI, while 83.77 percent 
use AI to do their homework, 
followed by revision prior to 
examinations.

According to the findings, 
students underlined key issues with AI 
tools, including insufficiently precise 
content recommendations (56.9 
percent), lack of synchronisation 
with textbook progression (37.5 

percent), limited resource coverage 
(35.6 percent) and a lack of engaging 
content (32.1 percent).

Compared to students in the 11-city 
Greater Bay Area (GBA), Macau 
students exhibit a higher dependency 
on AI (frequency of weekly usage:  
62.9 percent in Macau, around 37 
percent in the GBA as a whole). 
The local respondents also were 
more concerned about the potential 
impact on their independent thinking 
abilities (47.9 percent in Macau, 43.6 
percent in the GBA as a whole).

5 recommendations
Base on the findings, the associa-

tion representatives presented during 
the press conference five recom-
mendations: clarifying personalised 
learning objectives, optimising smart 
teaching platforms, systematically 
enhancing teachers’ AI application 
capabilities, and guiding students 
and parents to adopt correct per-
spectives on AI usage. These mea-
sures aim to address the challenges 
and opportunities presented by the 
integration of technology into edu-
cation, the association representa-
tives concluded.

The GBA consists of nine cities 
in Guangdong Province and the 
nation’s two special administrative 
regions (SARs) – Hong Kong and 
Macau. 

Nearly 84 pct of local middle school students 
use AI to do their homework: survey

Lawmaker Lam Lon 
Wai (centre), who 
will become Gung 
Luen’s chairman 
next month, Lou Hau 
High School Principal 
Zheng Jiezhao (second 
from left) and other 
representatives pose 
during yesterday’s 
press conference at 
Gung Luen’s Family 
and Community 
Services Centre in Fai 
Chi Kei district. – Photo 
courtesy of Gung Luen 

Deeper culture-tourism-
commerce integration set to 
inject impetus into economic 

diversi#cation: Tai
Continued from p.1

Macau hosts for 1st time
Tai pointed out that the China-

CEEC Cultural and Creative 
Industry Forum has been held in 
various countries, having become 
an important platform for gathering 
wisdom, aligning resources, 
and promoting cooperation. He 
said that hosting the forum in 
Macau for the first time not only 
represents a significant practice in 
jointly advancing the high-quality 
development of the nation’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), but also 
acknowledges Macau’s role as an 
international exchange platform.

The previous five editions of 
the forum were held in Serbia’s 
Belgrade in 2016, Beijing in 2017, 
Poland’s Lodz and Katowice in 
2018, Hungary’s Budapest in 2019, 
and Bulgaria’s Sofia in 2024.

Tai noted that as an important 
node of the BRI, Macau possesses 
a unique history of over 400 years 
of cultural exchange between 
China and the West, enabling the 
city to leverage its unique role in 
promoting international economic 
and trade cooperation and 
stimulating innovative inspiration.

Tai underlined that with the 
central government’s strong 
leadership and support and 
with Macau’s institutional 
advantages brought about by 
the implementation of the 
“One Country, Two Systems” 
principle and its blending of 
Chinese and Western cultures, the 
local government is vigorously 
advancing its “One Centre, One 
Platform, One Base” campaign.

The Macau government’s 
“One Centre, One Platform, One 
Base” concept refers to Macau 
developing itself into a World 
Centre of Tourism and Leisure, a 
commercial and trade cooperation 
service platform between 
China and Portuguese-speaking 
countries, and an exchange and 
cooperation base with Chinese 
culture as its mainstream and 

co-existence of different cultures.
Tai said yesterday that one of 

the “One Base” component aims 
is to promote deeper integration 
among culture, tourism, and 
commerce, injecting new 
impetus into Macau’s appropriate 
economic diversification.

Tai also underlined the local 
government’s commitment to 
developing the city into a high 
ground for gathering international 
high-end talent, with the aim of 
pooling intellectual resources and 
innovative energy across the globe.

Tai also stressed the local 
government’s ongoing efforts to 
improve the policy environment 
in order to attract creative talent 
and enterprises, while vigorously 
planning the establishment of its 
Macau International Integrated 
Tourism and Cultural Zone 
project and its Macau Science 
and Technology Research and 
Development Industrial Park 
project, with the aim of providing 
more comprehensive hardware 
facilities for Macau to further 
promote international cultural 
exchange and trade cooperation 
and support the development of 
cutting-edge projects.

Tai said that the local 
government expects Macau to be 
able to make greater contributions 
to promoting creative economic 
collaboration and cultural exchange 
between China and Central and 
Eastern European countries and 
even the rest of the world. 

*The creative economy is an 
economic system where value is 
generated primarily from human 
creativity, intellectual property, 
knowledge, and cultural heritage. 
It transforms ideas into tangible 
goods, services, and experiences, 
often protected by copyright, 
patents, and trademarks. It 
is not just about the arts or 
culture in isolation, but about 
the intersection of creativity, 
commerce, technology, and 
innovation. – DeepSeek 
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Armindo Neves
Since the second phase of Chi Lam 

Vai’s ancient well cleanup project started on 
November 4, 300 of lorryloads of construction 
waste have been removed from the ancient 
well, Tang Kam Chun, a resident of the old 
village and vice-president of the Na Tcha 
Temple Association, told the Post yesterday. 

Standing next to the well, Tang also said 
that one can now finally see the bottom of the 
well again, after four decades. He added that 
experts invited by the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) have recently assessed the condition of 
the well. However, he acknowledged, the 
experts believe that it would be challenging 
to fully restore it to its original state

According to Tang, the well required the 
cleanup because 40 years ago workers from 
a nearby construction site illegally dumped a 
huge amount of construction waste into it. In 
the first and second phase of the cleanup, a 
total of 600 lorryloads of construction waste 
were removed from the well.

Tang also said that the Chi Lam Vai 
Concern Group was planning to visit 
the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) to 
present specific suggestions from the 
historic neighbourhood residents about the 
revitalisation of the well. These proposals 

include improvements in lighting, aesthetic 
enhancements, and potential future cultural 
and creative uses, aiming to promote the 
display and preservation of the community’s 
historical and cultural heritage, Tang said.

Pátio do Espinho – Chi Lam Vai (茨林圍) 
in Cantonese – is a 400-year-old, formerly 
walled village that lies just a street away from 
the UNESCO World Heritage-protected Na 
Tcha Temple, one of Macau’s two temples 
dedicated to the divinity known in Putonghua 
as Nezha. It is also close to the UNESCO 
World Heritage-listed Ruins of St Paul’s.

According to Tang, the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau assembled a team of experts to 
conduct an in-depth study of the well’s 
structure on December 12 ,2022, confirming 
that its history dates back approximately 
400 years and is closely linked to the 
development of the village.

A part of “Fist of Fury” (精武門), the 1972 
film featuring San Francisco-born Hong Kong 
martial artist, actor and filmmaker Bruce Lee 
(李小龍; 1940-1973), was shot in Chi Lam Vai. 

Chi Lam Village includes a café, 
renowned for its freshly baked marble cake, 
and souvenir shop dedicated to Na Tcha run 
by Tang, as well as a Thai restaurant. Both are 
popular with locals and tourists alike. 

300 lorryloads of waste 
removed from Chi Lam Vai’s 

ancient well: village rep 

This photo taken yesterday shows barriers erected 
to prevent members of the public from entering 
the area for the cleanup and restoration project of 
the ancient well in Chi Lam Vai, a old village near a 
UNESCO World Heritage-protected Na Tcha Temple. 

Chi Lam Vai villager and Na Tcha Temple 
Association Vice-President Tang Kam Chun points 
at the ancient well in Chi Lam Vai during a visit by 
the Post yesterday afternoon.

  – Photos: Armindo Neves

Khalel Vallo
A student from the University of Macau 

(UM) won the top prize at the 2025 Basic Law 
Promotional Short Film Competition with 
a work highlighting Macau’s development 
under the “One Country, Two Systems” 
framework, according to a statement by the 
public university on Monday.

Ng Ka Ngai, a student in the university’s 
Department of Communication under the 
Faculty of Social Sciences (FSS), won 
the competition for his short film “Rooted 
in One Country, Flourishing under Two 
Systems”, the statement said. 

According to UM, the film focuses on 
the core principles of the Constitution of 
the People’s Republic of China, the Basic 
Law of the Macau Special Administrative 
Region, and the National Security Law, 
portraying the city’s stability and vitality 
within the constitutional framework. 

Ng was quoted in the statement as 
saying that Macau’s ability to demonstrate 
the strengths of “Two Systems” rests on the 
foundation of “One Country,” supported by 
both the central and the local governments. 

He expressed hope that the film would 
help young people better understand the 
importance of the rule of law and recognise 
the freedom, confidence, and opportunities 
Macau enjoys under legal protection. 

The statement noted that the competition 
was organised by the Macao Basic Law 
Promotion Association (ADLBM), adding 
that entries were assessed based on message 
clarity, creativity, and expressive techniques 
by a judging panel comprising professionals 

from the education, animation, media 
production, and creative industries.

Told from a youth’s perspective, the 
winning film depicts how young people in 
Macau continue to grow and pursue their 
aspirations with institutional support from 
the motherland, the statement said.

The Basic Law of the Macao Special 
Administrative Region of the People’s 
Republic of China, which was promulgated 
by the nation’s then president Jiang Zemin 
on March 31, 1993, has been in effect since 
December 20, 1999, when Macau returned 
to the motherland. 

UM student wins Basic Law 
promotional short !lm competition 

This undated and unlocated handout photo 
provided by the University of Macau (UM) on 
Monday shows the winner of the 2025 Basic Law 
Promotional Short Film Competition, Ng Ka Ngai, 
posing with his certificate. 

Ada Lei
A man from the Chinese mainland was 

apprehended on Monday for defrauding a 
female mainlander out of HK$40,000 (41,000 
patacas) in chips under the pretence of merely 
taking photos of them, Judiciary Police (PJ) 
spokesman Lei Chi Hou said during a regular 
press conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect as a 41-year-old 
male surnamed Xie who claimed to be jobless.

According to Lei, the police received 
a report on December 19 from the victim, 
who said that she had been defrauded out of 
HK$40,000 in chips by Xie at a hotel in Cotai.

Lei noted that the victim had met Xie 
in early December at a casino in Cotai, and 
they kept in touch via WeChat thereafter. On 
December 19, Xie contacted the victim, falsely 
claiming that he had lost a significant amount 
of chips while gambling and requested that 
she lend him chips to take a photo of them to 
show to his family in the Chinese mainland.

After being persuaded by Xie, the 
victim agreed to meet him that evening 
in the corridor of a hotel in Cotai. At Xie’s 

request, she took out chips worth a total of 
HK$40,000. Xie took the chips and pretended 
to photograph them from different angles 
using his smartphone. However, he suddenly 
turned and fled with the chips. Unable to catch 
up, the victim immediately reported the case 
to the police.

The police discovered that Xie had 
entered Macau at the end of November and 
was overstaying his visa at the time of the 
incident. After committing the crime, Xie 
quickly left the casino and went into hiding in 
a secluded area, making himself untraceable. 
However, by Monday afternoon, the police 
located Xie gambling at a casino in Cotai 
and apprehended him. Officers seized 10 
chips, each worth HK$1,000, along with a 
smartphone from Xie.

Under questioning, Xie admitted to defraud-
ing the victim because of financial difficulties. 
Lei said that Xie had been frequenting various 
casinos during his overstay in Macau.

Xie has been transferred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP), facing a fraud 
charge. 

Police nab gambler for cheating woman 
out of HK$40,000 in chips pretending to 

take photos of them 
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Cantonese opera 
actor Tang Va Chio 
poses at 10 Fantasia 
in November. – 
Photo: Odia Lei

This undated file photo shows 
makeup artist and actress Lam 
Pui I posing.

This undated file photo shows Cantonese 
opera actress Un Son Kun posing

Cantonese opera artistes 
discuss resilience & 
transformation in Macau

Interview by William Chan

The ancient art of Cantonese opera, or Yueju, found a 
vibrant stage last month at 10 Fantasia on Calçada da lgreja 
de S.Lázaro as the “I Cheng Nga Choi Cantonese Opera 
of Macau” (澳門怡情雅敘粵劇社) hosted its annual event. 

The event, which featured a diverse programme of 
excerpts and songs, alongside interactive elements like 
makeup demonstrations and costume displays, served as a 
powerful reminder of the art form’s enduring appeal in a 
city dominated by modern entertainment.

Having met several artistes during the event, I had 
more opportunities to talk to them during the Christmas 
holidays about their experiences of staging Cantonese 
opera performances in Macau.

Cantonese opera actor Tang Va Chio recalled how he 
and his peers were deeply inspired by the art form in its 
golden age in the 1950s and 60s. Growing up during this 
vibrant period – considered the peak of Cantonese opera’s 
development – they were immersed in a cultural landscape 
where opera was mainstream, thriving in live theatre, film, 
and popular media. Iconic works by playwrights, combined 
literary depth with unforgettable music, while legendary 
performers became household idols. 

For Tang and his generation, Cantonese opera was more 
than entertainment – it was a cherished childhood memory 
that sparked a lifelong passion, eventually leading them to actively seek training and 
take the stage themselves. This collective nostalgia forms the emotional and artistic 
foundation of Macau’s older generation of Cantonese opera practitioners.

The group’s core figure, Un Son Kun, another veteran opera enthusiast, embodies 
the spirit of dedication that keeps the tradition alive. Since co-founding the organisation 
in 2004, Un has championed the promotion of Yueju, curating annual performances and 
using the proceeds for charity. Her commitment is rooted in a deep understanding of 
Macau’s unique operatic style, which she describes as a “hybrid of mainland and Hong 
Kong interpretations.” While mainland troupes benefit from systematic, professional 
training, Hong Kong’s style is often more natural and life-like. Macau’s 
amateur groups, drawing from both, have developed a flexible, adaptive 
approach.

The technical brilliance required to sustain a performance is often 
hidden backstage. Tang Chi Kin, the Gong and Drum Master, highlights 
the subtle, yet crucial, non-verbal communication between the actor and 
the band, known as the “Shadow Cue”. This cue – a slight hand gesture or 
movement – signals the bandmaster to strike a specific rhythm, ensuring 
the music perfectly aligns with the actor’s movements. Tang, who pursued 
advanced studies in Guangdong and Hong Kong, emphasises his role as 
the stage’s “master controller” (Zhuo Ban), who must constantly “save the 
day” by adjusting the tempo and rhythm to the actor’s state.

 He also dismisses the notion that Western instruments are a modern 
intrusion, noting that many Yueju pioneers introduced the violin decades 
ago, arguing that true innovation lies in orchestration and harmony, not just 
the choice of instrument.

Equally vital is the transformation in visual artistry. Makeup artist 
and actress Lam Pui I details the shift from traditional, skin-damaging oil 
paints to modern, waterproof cosmetics. This change, which she calls huge, 
allows for greater durability and better skin health for the performers. Lam’s 
work involves the deliberate use of exaggeration and line work – such as 
a slanted eyeliner for a villain or a spirited look for a loyal character – to 
instantly convey the character’s identity and temperament to the audience.

The story of Cantonese opera in Macau is one of resilience and 
adaptation. It is a testament to the dedication of individuals who, despite 
operating under amateur conditions, strive for professional excellence. 
As Un appeals to the government to show “sincerity and resources” to support local 
development, the Cantonese opera group continues its mission at the 10 Fantasia gallery, 
ensuring that the unbroken melody of Yueju continues to resonate in the heart of Macau.

Tang Chi Kin, a Gong and 
Drum Master, poses in an 
undated file photo. – Photos 
provided by interviewees
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Rui Pastorin 
Winners of the 2025 Admirabile 

Signum Macao Inter-school Nativity 
Competition were recognised during 
an award ceremony on December 
19, with this inter-school edition 
garnering an “overwhelming” 
response, according to a recent 
statement by Associação Católica 
Cultural de Macau (ACCM – Macau 
Catholic Culture Association).

The idea to expand the contest, 
which has been held for years, 
into an inter-school event came 
up last year, with the inaugural 
edition seeing a total of 15 schools 
participating this year. 

The statement said that 
the nativity* contest featured 
professional judges comprising 
local Catholics distinguished in 
the fields of artistic creation and 
environmental protection. 

Regarding the prize recipients at 
the ceremony at Centro Diocesano 
dos Meios de Comunicação Social 
(Centro de Comunicação “Shalom”) 
in the central district, the statement 
said that Escola de Santa Madalena 
emerged as champion, receiving 
the “Judges Award”, while the first 
and second runners-up were Sacred 
Heart Canossian College and Escola 
da Sagrada Família respectively. 

Moreover, Escola Concórdia 
para Ensino Especial, Colégio 
Diocesano de São José 5, and 
Colégio Diocesano de São José 6 all 
received Honourable Mentions.  

Regarding other awards, the 
“Creative Theme Award” went 
to Escola Dom Luís Versiglia, 
while the “Best Environmental 
Award” went to Instituto Salesiano. 

Meanwhile, Escola de Santa Teresa 
do Menino Jesus garnered the “Best 
Group Collaboration Award”.

Lastly, for gathering 468 votes 
from a total of 2,818 votes from the 
event’s Facebook and Instagram 
pages, Colégio de Santa Rosa de 
Lima – Chinese Section was awarded 
the “Internet Popularity Award”.

Delivering a speech at the award 
ceremony, Bishop Stephen Lee 
Bun Sang highlighted that 2026 
will mark the 450th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Catholic 
Diocese of Macau. He said he hoped 
that the Admirabile** Signum 
activity “would continue to spread 
the Good News, just as missionaries 
once brought the Gospel to Macau”.

The statement also highlighted: 
“Thanks to the positive response 
and strong support from non-
tertiary schools across Macau, this 
year’s event successfully reached 

Students from the winning team from Escola de Santa Madalena pose with Bishop 
Stephen Lee Bun Sang (left) and guests attending the recent award ceremony at 
Centro Diocesano dos Meios de Comunicação Social (Centro de Comunicação 
“Shalom”).                – Photo: Associação Católica Cultural de Macau (ACCM)

Inter-school Nativity contest 
receives ‘overwhelming response’

Ida Cheong
A traffic accident involving two 

cars colliding with a motorcycle 
occurred near the Traffic Police 
headquarters on Rua da Fonte da 
Inveja (二龍喉街) around 2 p.m. 
yesterday, causing the motorcycle 
rider and pillion in their 60s to fall 
and sustain injuries, after which 
firefighters quickly arrived at the 
scene for assistance, according to 
a statement released by the Fire 
Services Bureau (CB) yesterday.

The statement noted that after 
examination, the two injured 
individuals (the motorcycle rider 
and pillion) are local females 
in their 60s. They suffered head 
injuries but remained conscious 
and stable. Both were rushed to 
the public Conde de São Januário 

Hospital Centre for treatment, the 
statement added.

According to a separate 
statement released by the Public 
Security Police (PSP) yesterday, a 
silver car hit the motorcycle from 
behind and then collided with a 
white car in front.

The driver of the silver car, 
a female in her 70s, faces a fine 
for failing to maintain a safe 
driving distance, the statement 
said, adding that the cause of the 
accident is under investigation.

The statement did not disclose 
whether the driver of the silver car 
is a local resident.

Alcohol breath tests confirmed 
that neither the two car drivers nor 
the motorcycle rider had consumed 
alcohol, the statement said. 

This photo 
circulating on 
social networking 
platforms yesterday 
shows a silver car 
which had hit the 
motorcycle from 
behind and then 
collided with the 
white car in front, 
and the motorcycle 
rider and pillion on 
the ground on Rua 
da Fonte da Inveja 
close to the Traffic 
Police headquarters. 

Driver in her 70s crashes car 
into motorcycle, injuring rider 

and pillion  

Rui Pastorin 
The Macao University of 

Tourism (UTM) will be holding its 
2026 Open Day this Sunday on its 
Taipa Campus on Avenida Padre 
Tomás Pereira (徐日昇寅公馬路). 

Kicking off with an opening 
ceremony at 2 p.m. on the campus’s 
Forward Building, the statement 
said that the event, which is open to 
members of the public, will feature 
booths providing programme and 
admission information and on-
the-spot programme registration. 
There will also be activities such as 
programme discussions and talks 
by current students and faculty 
members, as well as game booths and 
lucky draws, the statement noted. 

Moreover, workshops on 
professional development such as 
culinary art, coffee brewing, tea art, 
painting experience, wellness, music 
and financial planning will also be 
held during the one-day event. 

The statement said that there 
will be guided tours led by student 
ambassadors to enable members 
of the public to visit teaching 
and training facilities such as the 
Heritage Documentation Lab, 
iRetail Lab and Yiu Tung Building. 

“Through various activities, 
UTM welcomes the public, 

especially secondary school 
students and their parents, to 
learn about the latest admission 
information and programme 
characteristics, offering a glimpse 
into campus life and culture”, 
according to the statement.

The Open Day event will be 
held from 2 p.m. through 6 p.m., 
with a live broadcast also available. 
For more information, one can 
visit  https://www.utm.edu.mo/s/
OpenDay2026 

This poster provided by the Macao 
University of Tourism (UTM) promotes 
this Sunday’s Open Day. 

UTM to hold Open Day on Sunday

campuses, showcasing fruitful 
artistic achievements”. 

*”Nativity” refers to the scene 
or event of Jesus Christ’s birth, 
often depicted with figures like 
Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus, 
along with animals and the manger. 
It’s commonly celebrated during 
Christmas. - Source: Poe

**The term “admirabile” is 
derived from Latin. In Latin, it is 
the neuter form of the adjective 
“admirabilis,” which means 
“to be admired” or “worthy of 
admiration”, according to AI 
chatbot Poe.
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Ida Cheong
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 

Vice-President Cheang Kai Meng 
told reporters during yesterday’s 
blessing ceremony that tonight’s 
countdown concert in Sai Van Lake 
Plaza was expected to attract a crowd 
of around 10,000, featuring Hong 
Kong singer Panther Chan Lei (陳
蕾) and rock band Dear Jane as the 
finale performers, as well as local 
artistes Soler, Filipe Tou (杜俊瑋), 
KC Ao Ieong, and winifai (林靜翬),

Cheang pointed out that, if 
necessary, police will manage 
additional spectators outside the 
perimeter.

Cheang made remarks yesterday 
during a blessing ceremony in Sai Van 
Lake Plaza for the two New Year’s 
Eve Countdown Concerts 2025, to 
be held at the Taipa Houses Complex 
and Sai Van Lake Plaza, respectively. 

Cheang noted that the Macau 
Countdown Show’s gate will open 
around 8 p.m., while the countdown 
performances will start at 10 p.m. 
and end at 12:10 a.m. on New 
Year’s Day. All attendees must pass 
through security checks; large items, 
glass bottles, and beverage cans are 

prohibited. No storage services will 
be provided on-site, Cheang said.

Cheang added that the cost of the 
countdown event in Sai Van Lake 
Plaza is coordinated and shared 
by Macau’s six integrated resort 
operators, and the government will 
also bear part of the cost, while 
Taipa’s concert, budgeted at 960,000 
patacas, will be borne by his bureau.

Cheang did not reveal the 
total budget for all the countdown 

activities. Notably, there will be no 
firework display this year, replaced by 
“simple” stage effects, Cheang said.

Meanwhile, the “2025 Taipa 
Countdown Show” will take place 
at the Taipa Houses Complex, 
from 9 p.m. to 12:15 a.m. focusing 
on multicultural integration. The 
Taipa countdown features Hong 
Kong singer Karen Tong Po-yu 
(湯寶如) as the finale act, alongside 
performances by local groups FIDA, 
Tuna Macaense, Bossa Eva and João 
Gomes & Band, according to an IC 
statement released on Monday.

Special traffic arrangements will 
be implemented in the area around 
the Taipa Houses Complex from 
8 p.m. today to 1 a.m. tomorrow, 
the statement said, adding that both 
countdown events are free to enter. 

For details on temporary 
traffic arrangements and bus 
route adjustments, please visit the 
Transportation Bureau’s website at 
www.dsat.gov.mo. 

For event details, visit the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau website 
at www.icm.gov.mo, the Macau 
Events website “Enjoy Macao”, its 
official WeChat Account. 

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) Vice-

President Cheang Kai Meng speaks to 

reporters during yesterday’s blessing 

ceremony in Sai Van Lake Plaza for the 

Taipa Houses Complex and the Sai Van 

Lake Plaza New Year’s Eve Countdown 

Concerts 2025.         – Photo: Ida Cheong

Khalel Vallo
The Municipal Affairs Bureau 

(IAM) announced in a statement 
yesterday that the enquiry 
function of “Municipal Facilities 
EasyGo” will be integrated into 
the bureau’s website on New 
Year’s Day, as part of efforts 
to optimise electronic public 
services. 

According to the bureau, the 
facility enquiry function will 
be merged with the designated 
“Nearby Facilities” webpage on 
the IAM website, allowing users 
to access information on various 
municipal facilities by directly 
scanning a QR code linked to the 
page.

The adjustment is intended to 
enhance convenience and improve 
the efficiency of online enquiries, 
the statement said, adding that 
as a result of the merger, the 
“Municipal Facilities EasyGo” 
signs currently installed along 
streets will be progressively 
removed.

However, the “Public Toilet 
Navigation” service will be 
retained, the statement noted. 
Members of the public and visitors 
will continue to be able to scan QR 
codes displayed on public toilet 
signs across different districts to 
receive directions to the nearest 
facilities. 

IAM also stated that the “Live 
Images of Venues” function on 
its website will be terminated, 
with related real-time images 
and webpage content removed 
simultaneously. 

The bureau said in the 
statement that it will continue to 
align with the local government’s 
development of electronic 
governance and further enhance 
digital services based on public 
usage and needs.

Residents and visitors are 
encouraged to obtain the latest 
municipal information and 
access e-services through the 
IAM website at https://www.
iam.gov.mo. 

Nam Van Lake square’s countdown gig expects 
10,000 spectators

IAM integrates ‘Municipal 
Facilities EasyGo’ into website 

to streamline e-services 

Due to New Year’s Eve today and New Year’s Day tomorrow, The Macau Post Daily team will be taking today and tomorrow off. 
While our administrative staff will return to work on Friday, our print edition’s reporting and editing staff will return to work on Sunday 
so the print edition of your favourite newspaper will be on the newsstands again on the morning of next Monday 

However, our website https://www.macaupostdaily.com/ will be updated round-the-clock by our website team. 
We wish all our readers, advertisers, distributors and contributors a restful break and a happy and prosperous new year.
All government offices will be closed this afternoon and tomorrow returning to work on Friday.
Banks will be closed tomorrow and reopen on Friday. 
The Macau Post Daily’s management office will be closed today and tomorrow.

New Year holiday break notice

Tony Wong
The government has launched 

the first review of Macau’s urban 
master plan, which came into force 
in February 2022, for possible 
amendments, in the wake of its 
ongoing planning of four future 
large-scale projects aiming to inject 
new impetus into Macau’s long-
term development, which were first 
announced by Chief Executive Sam 
Hou Fai in his 2025 Policy Address, 
which he delivered in April this year.

The Lands and Urban 
Construction Bureau (DSSCU), the 
public entity tasked with the city’s 
urban planning, hired a consultancy 
to draft a report reviewing Macau’s 
official urban master plan, which 
was presented during a regular 
meeting of the Urban Planning 
Council (CPU) yesterday.

The meeting was open to the 
media. The government-appointed 
council is a consultative body tasked 
with advising the government on its 
urban planning policies.

The Macau Special 
Administrative Region’s (MSAR) 
urban master plan for 2020 to 2040 
is the city’s first-ever official urban 
master plan, which took effect 
on February 15, 2022 after its 
promulgation in the Official Gazette 
(BO) on the previous day.

Macau’s urban master plan is 
promulgated by an administrative 
regulation drawn up by the 
government because of which it does 
not require the legislature’s approval.

The four future large-scale 
projects comprise the Macau 
International Integrated Tourism 
and Cultural Zone, the Macau 
Science and Technology Research 
and Development Industrial Park, 
the Macau International Aviation 
Hub for the Pearl River West 
Bank, and the Macau-Hengqin 
International University City.

Yesterday’s meeting was 
chaired by DSSCU Director Lai 
Weng Leong, where he pointed 

out that according to the Urban 
Planning Law, the government is 
required to launch its review of 
the urban master plan for possible 
amendments five years after it came 
into force, i.e., in 2027.

Lai noted that according to the 
law, the government is also required 
to launch its review of the urban 
master plan if the government 
decides to launch large-scale public 
projects which are expected to cause 
significant impacts on land uses and 
urban planning listed by the urban 
master plan, regardless of the length 
for which the urban master plan has 
been implemented.

Lai noted that as three of the 

four future large-scale projects 
will be located in Macau, they will 
be covered by the MSAR’s urban 
master plan, namely the Macau 
International Integrated Tourism and 
Cultural Zone, the Macau Science 
and Technology Research and 
Development Industrial Park, and 
the Macau International Aviation 
Hub for the Pearl River West Bank.

Lai said that with the 
government’s launch of the 
planning of the large-scale projects, 
it decided in July this year to review 
its urban master plan.

The Macau-Hengqin Interna-
tional University City project is not 
included in the local government’s 

review of its urban master plan. In 
addition, the ongoing Macau Inter-
national Airport Hengqin Upstream 
Cargo Terminal project, one of the 
components of the planned Macau 
International Aviation Hub for the 
Pearl River West Bank, is also not 
included in the review as the termi-
nal will be located in Hengqin.

Lai noted that according to 
the Urban Planning Law and its 
supplementary regulations, the 
government will decide whether to 
amend the urban master plan after 
assessing the review report drafted 
by the consultancy and the opinions 
gathered from the Urban Planning 
Council. 

Govt launches !rst review of urban master plan

This photo taken from Taipa island earlier this year shows the Macau peninsula’s 

skyline.            – Photo: Tony Wong

Lands and Urban Construction Bureau (DSSCU) Director Lai Weng Leong (centre) 

chairs yesterday’s meeting of the Urban Planning Council (CPU). – Photo: CPU
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BEIJING – An increasing 
number of countries are standing 
alongside China, reaffirming their 
commitment to the one-China 
principle, acknowledging Taiwan as an 
inalienable part of China’s territory, and 
opposing any “Taiwan independence” 
secessionist moves, Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi said yesterday.
Wang, also a member of the Political 

Bureau of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee, made the 
remarks when addressing a symposium 
on the international situation and 
China’s foreign relations in 2025.

These countries express explicit 

opposition to all separatist acts 
seeking “Taiwan independence,” 
and support China’s great cause of 
reunification, Wang said, adding 
that any attempts to obstruct this 
historical trend are doomed to fail.

This year marks the 80th 
anniversary of Taiwan’s restoration 

to China. Realizing the complete 
reunification of China is a historical 
mission that must be fulfilled, 
which is for upholding national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
in accordance with the law, he said.

Reiterating that the Taiwan 
question is China’s internal affair 

and is at the core of China’s core 
interests, Wang said it is only natural 
that China expresses firm opposition 
and takes robust countermeasures in 
the face of incessant provocations 
from “Taiwan independence” forces 
and the massive arms sales by the 
United States to Taiwan.     – Xinhua

BEIJING – Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi yesterday called for 
resolutely defending the hard-won 
victory of World War II achieved 
through bloodshed, and effectively 
safeguarding the hard-earned peace 
and stability.

Wang, also a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee, 
made the remarks when addressing 
a symposium on the international 
situation and China’s foreign relations 
in 2025.

Noting this year marks the 80th 
anniversary of victory in the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance against 
Japanese Aggression and the World 
Anti-Fascist War, Wang said that it 
is a special year for people around 

the world to draw lessons from 
history and jointly pursue peace and 
development.

However, Japan, the country that 
launched the war of aggression against 
China, has failed to deeply reflect on 
its crimes, and its incumbent leaders 
even openly challenge China’s 
territorial sovereignty, the historical 
conclusions of World War II, and the 
post-war international order, Wang 
said.

He emphasized that such moves 
are absolutely unacceptable to all 
peace-loving nations and to all people 
who do not wish to see history repeat 
itself.

“We must remain highly vigilant 
against the resurgence of Japanese 
militarism,” Wang noted.      – Xinhua

Analysis
BEIJING – The Chinese 

People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
Eastern Theater Command on 
Monday started joint drills involving 
its Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Rocket Force troops in five areas 
surrounding Taiwan Island.

Codenamed “Justice Mission 
2025,” the drills were conducted 
in the Taiwan Strait and waters to 
the north, southwest, southeast, 
and east of the island, to combat 
“Taiwan independence” separatist 
activities and external interference.

Military experts summarized 
three key takeaways of the drills.

WHY NOW?
Wang Wenjuan, a researcher with 

the Academy of Military Science, 
said the drills were launched against 
the backdrop of increasingly frequent 
collusion between the United 
States and Taiwan’s Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) authorities.

She noted that Taiwan leader 
Lai Ching-te has claimed he would 
push for an “unprecedented” 
arms procurement worth US$40 
billion, while the United States 
has announced a new round of 
arms sales to Taiwan totaling more 
than US$11 billion – far exceeding 
previous packages.

Such actions, Wang said, 
seriously violate the one-China 
principle and the three China-US 
joint communiqués, particularly the 
August 17 Communiqué.

“Taiwan is at the core of China’s 
core interests and represents the first 
red line that must not be crossed 
in China-US relations,” said Fu 

Zhengnan, also a researcher with the 
Academy of Military Science. He 
stressed that the drills are precisely 
targeted at resolutely punishing 
separatist forces and deterring 
external interference.

Li Jian, a researcher with the 
Naval Research Academy, said 
the drills are a necessary move to 
safeguard peace and stability across 
the Taiwan Strait and to advance the 
process of national reunification.

“The PLA conducting military 
operations within China’s territory, 
airspace and territorial waters is 
indisputably legitimate and lawful,” 
Li said.

WHAT DISTINGUISHES 
THE LATEST DRILLS?

According to the spokesperson 
of the Eastern Theater Command, 
the drills focused on such subjects 
as sea-air combat readiness patrol, 
joint seizure of comprehensive 
superiority, blockade on key ports 
and areas, as well as all-dimensional 
deterrence outside the island chain.

With vessels and aircraft 
approaching Taiwan Island in 
proximity from different directions, 
troops of multiple services engage 
in joint assaults to test their 
joint operations capabilities, the 
spokesperson said.

Based on a comprehensive 
assessment of the situation, experts 
said the exercise demonstrated three 
prominent features.

Zhang Chi, a professor at the 
National Defense University, said 
the first notable feature was that 
“action began immediately at the 
outset.” As soon as the exercise 

started, participating forces 
conducted live-fire naval gun drills.

He noted that this demonstrates 
the PLA’s ability to integrate 
peacetime training with wartime 
operations and sends a strong signal 
of its resolve to crush all separatist 
plots resolutely.

Yesterday, the Eastern Theater 
Command carried out long-range 
live fire drills.

“This use of firepower combines 
long- and short-range strikes as 
well as high- and low-altitude 
capabilities,” Zhang said. “All 
energy facilities, major ports and 
military bases relied upon by 
‘Taiwan independence’ separatist 
forces fall within the PLA’s firepower 
coverage, fully demonstrating the 
PLA’s powerful deterrence and joint 
strike capabilities against Taiwan 
Island and its surrounding areas.”

Li said the second feature lies in 
the formation of a posture described 
as “encircling on three sides while 
leaving one direction open.”

“This sends a clear message 
that seeking ‘Taiwan independence’ 
through external support is a 
dead end, while returning to the 
motherland is the only viable path,” 
Li said.

Zhang added that the three-
sided encirclement demonstrates 
the PLA’s capabilities of pressing 
and containing separatist forces 
while denying access to external 
interference – an approach 
summarized as “sealing internally 
and blocking externally.”

The third feature, Zhang said, 
is that the encirclement around the 
island is tightening further.

“The PLA has fully exercised 
its capabilities to seize air and sea 
control over key areas and conduct 
long-range, precise strikes against 
important targets,” he said.

WHAT MESSAGE THE 
DRILLS SENT?

Taiwan is an inalienable part 
of China’s territory, and China 
will never tolerate any attempt by 
“Taiwan independence” separatist 
forces to collude with external 
forces in seeking secession.

The PLA will never hesitate 
in striking against “Taiwan 
independence” and promoting 
reunification. It will continue to 
conduct operations countering 
separatism and foreign interference, 
resolutely safeguarding China’s 
sovereignty, unity, and territorial 
integrity, said Zhang Xiaogang, 
spokesperson of China’s Ministry 
of National Defense.

Zhang Chi said the PLA has 
always been willing to make 
the greatest efforts to preserve 
peace, but its resolve to safeguard 
national reunification remains 
unshakable.

“The people’s army is ready to 
fight and fight to win,” he said.

Fu noted that many Chinese 
believe that only by being fully 
prepared for combat can war be 
effectively prevented.

He said the PLA’s equipment 
system is undergoing rapid iterative 
development toward informatization 
and intelligentization, particularly 
in strategic deterrence forces, which 
now feature integrated all-domain 
capabilities and global reach.

“The growing strength of the 
PLA is a strong guarantee of peace 
and stability across the Taiwan Strait 
and of the security and well-being of 
compatriots in Taiwan,” Fu said. 
                 – Xinhua

Rockets launched from long-range modularized rocket systems hit target in the 

waters to the north of the Taiwan island during live fire drills yesterday.    
       – Photo courtesy of VCG via Global Times

 

Wang Huning (centre), a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China 

(CPC) Central Committee and chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) National 
Committee, poses for a group photo with delegates attending the 11th national congress of the Taoist Association of 

China in Beijing. The congress of the was held on Monday and yesterday in Beijing.                   – Xinhua 

More countries oppose ‘Taiwan independence’, 
support China’s reuni!cation: Wang Yi 

Wang Yi calls for resolutely 
defending hard-won WWII victory

Three key takeaways of PLA’s ‘Justice Mission 2025’ drills around Taiwan
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KUALA LUMPUR – ASEAN 
will assess developments in 
Myanmar following the first phase 
of elections and avoid actions 
that would “confer premature 
legitimacy” to any party, 
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim said yesterday.

His comments came as 
Myanmar’s dominant pro-military 
party claimed an overwhelming 
victory in the first phase of 
the elections after democracy 
watchdogs warned the junta-run 
poll would only entrench military 
rule.

The armed forces snatched 
power in a 2021 coup that triggered 
civil war, but on Sunday, opened 
voting in a phased month-long 
election they pledged would return 
power to the people.

Anwar – whose country 
holds the rotating chair of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) until the end 
of the year – said leaders from 
the 11-nation regional bloc which 
includes Myanmar would continue 
to “consider developments with 
care, including steps underway 
relating to the political process” in 
Myanmar.

“Any assessment will proceed 
in a sequenced manner, guided by 
the need to reduce violence, avoid 
actions that could deepen divisions 
or confer premature legitimacy, 
and preserve the possibility of an 
inclusive and credible pathway 
forward,” he told reporters.

Campaigners, Western 
diplomats and the United Nations’ 
rights chief condemned the vote, 
citing a crackdown on dissent 
and a candidate list stacked with 
military allies likely to prolong the 
armed forces’ rule.

Pro-democracy guerrillas and 
ethnic minority armies opposing 

the military have pledged to block 
the election from the patchwork 
territories they have carved out in 
the war.

Official results have yet to be 
posted, but a senior official of the 
pro-military Union Solidarity and 
Development Party (USDP) told 
AFP on Monday that they had won 
82 of the 102 lower house seats 
contested on Sunday.

Two more phases of voting are 
scheduled for January 11 and 25.

At the last poll in 2020, the 
USDP was trounced by Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy, which was dissolved 
after the coup and did not appear 
on ballots in this election.

The Nobel laureate has been in 
detention since the putsch.

Many analysts describe the 
USDP as a military proxy set to 
entrench the power of the armed 
forces in civilian guise.    – AFP

YANGON – Myanmar’s 
junta yesterday accused rebels of 
“malicious and brutal” attacks on the 
day and eve of military-run elections, 
wounding at least five civilians with 
drones, rockets and bombs.

The armed forces snatched 
power in a 2021 coup that triggered 
civil war, but on Sunday, opened 
voting in a phased month-long 
election they pledged would return 
power to the people.

Campaigners, Western diplomats 
and the United Nations’ rights 
chief condemned the vote, citing a 
crackdown on dissent and a candidate 
list stacked with military allies likely 
to prolong the armed forces’ rule.

Pro-democracy guerrillas and 
ethnic minority armies opposing 
the military have pledged to block 
the election from the patchwork 
territories they have carved out in 
the war.

Between Saturday and Sunday 
evening they attacked in 11 
townships out of the 102 where 
voting was staged in the election’s 

first phase, according to state media.
The junta-run The Global New 

Light of Myanmar newspaper 
listed rebel attacks ranging from 
“firing homemade heavy weapons 
and rockets from a distance” to 
“dropping bombs using drones”.

Some were said to directly 
target polling stations, but others 
allegedly hit government buildings 
and civilian settlements.

“While the government and 
the people were choosing the 
democratic path, terrorist groups 
continued violent extremism,” said 
The Global New Light of Myanmar.

The junta also accused the 
unnamed groups of “issuing threat 
letters”, “spreading false information” 
and “blocking” would-be voters from 
travelling to cast ballots.

It said the groups aimed “to 
disrupt the election process... 
destroy open polling stations, and 
intimidate voters”.

“Although only five civilians 
were injured, voters who firmly 
believed in democracy, had 

confidence in and supported 
the election management of the 
government queued to cast votes,” 
the newspaper added.

While official results have 
yet to be posted, the pro-military 
Union Solidarity and Development 
Party (USDP) on Monday claimed 
an overwhelming lead in the 
election’s first phase.

The party won 82 out of the 
102 lower house seats contested on 
Sunday, a senior party official told 
AFP on condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorised 
to disclose the results.

At the last poll in 2020, the 
USDP was trounced by Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy, which was dissolved 
after the coup and did not appear 
on ballots in this election.

The Nobel laureate has been in 
detention since the putsch.

Many analysts describe the 
USDP as a military proxy set to 
entrench the power of the armed 
forces in civilian guise.    – AFP

SINGAPORE – Scammers in 
Singapore face mandatory caning of up 
to 24 strokes for serious cases with effect 
from yesterday as a law authorising the 
punishment came into effect.

The city-state has doubled down 
on syndicates following record-high 
scam losses, with the Ministry of 
Home Affairs saying that “fighting 
scams is a top national priority”.

Southeast Asia’s second-largest 
economy lost more than US$2.8 billion 
through scams from 2020 up to the first 
half of 2025, Sim Ann, Singapore’s 
senior minister of state for home affairs, 
told parliament last month as she 
pushed for the bill to pass.

Around 190,000 cases of 
scamming had been reported over 
that time period, she said.

Caning scammers was part of 
amendments to the penal code passed 
in parliament in November, and will be 
imposed on top of other punishments 
like imprisonment and fines.

“Yes, it comes into effect today, 
30 Dec 2025,” the home ministry 
told AFP.

Scammers and members of 
scam syndicates or recruiters “will 
face mandatory caning of at least 
six strokes, up to a maximum of 

24 strokes”, the ministry said in an 
earlier statement.

Those helping scammers, 
including so-called “money mules” 
who offer bank accounts or SIM 
cards, face “discretionary caning” 
of up to 12 lashes, it added.

In recent years, Singaporean 
authorities have intensified public 
education efforts against scamming, 
including setting up a national hotline.

In 2020, the government 
introduced the ScamShield app which 
allows users to check suspicious calls, 
websites and messages.

Last year, then-premier Lee Hsien 
Loong told local media he had been 
scammed as an item he ordered online 
never arrived, highlighting how the 
issue affected all sectors of society.

Cyberscam hubs, which lure 
foreigners into work to swindle people 
with online romance and crypto 
investment cons, have proliferated 
across Southeast Asia in recent years.

Singapore police have said 
they had seized more than US$115 
million in assets tied to Chen Zhi, a 
British-Cambodian tycoon accused 
of running forced labour camps in 
Cambodia used as multi-billion 
dollar scam centres.     – AFP

TOKYO – Japanese premier 
Sanae Takaichi may have extra trouble 
sleeping after she moved into the prime 
minister’s official residence, where 
ghosts of Japanese soldiers from a 
century ago are reputed to reside.

Japan’s first woman prime minister 
transferred on Monday into the stone-
and-brick mansion, which adjoins her 
offices in central Tokyo, more than two 
months after taking office.

Until now she had been staying 
in accommodation for members of 
parliament, but drew criticism for taking 
35 minutes to get to her office after a big 
earthquake in early December.

Takaichi, 64, came to power with 
pledges to “work, work, work, work 
and work”, and has said that since 
taking office she is too busy to sleep 
more than two to four hours a night.

Opened in 1929, her new 
surroundings – its style inspired by US 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s since-

demolished Imperial Hotel across 
town – might also keep her awake.

It was the site of two attempted 
coups in the 1930s when several top 
officials including a prime minister 
were assassinated by young military 
officers.

In addition to at least one bullet 
hole, the ghosts of those who were 
involved are believed by some to 
have roamed the hallways ever since.

Takaichi’s predecessor Shigeru 
Ishiba also lived at the residence, 
which was renovated in 2005, and 
said that he wasn’t afraid of ghosts.

Before him, Fumio Kishida 
reported seeing no phantoms and 
sleeping soundly.

Former premier Shinzo Abe 
– Takaichi’s former mentor – 
and Yoshihide Suga both lived 
elsewhere, leaving the supposed 
spectres without company for nine 
years until 2021.      – AFP

SEOUL – North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un toured a factory making 
new multiple rocket launchers and 
hailed the weapons systems’ ability 
to “annihilate the enemy”, state 
media reported yesterday.

Kim’s visit to the factory was 
reported a day after Pyongyang 
said it had carried out a test-fire 
of two strategic long-range cruise 
missiles in a show of “combat 
readiness” against foreign threats.

Accompanied by top officials 
from North Korea’s missile 
programme, Kim said the new 
weapons system would serve as 
his military’s “main strike means”, 
according to the state-run Korean 

Central News Agency (KCNA).
He said the new multiple rocket 

system was a “super-powerful 
weapon system as it can annihilate 
the enemy through sudden precise 
strike with high accuracy and 
devastating power”, KCNA said.

The system would be “used in 
large quantities for concentrated 
attack in military operations”, 
KCNA added.

State media images showed Kim 
standing next to the massive new 
missile systems in a vast factory 
with propaganda on the walls.

North Korea is still technically 
at war with the South and its vast 
artillery arsenal has long been 

believed by analysts to be central 
to its strategy should conflict break 
out on the peninsula.

A 2020 study by the RAND think 
tank assessed that North Korean 
artillery systems could inflict 10,000 
casualties in just an hour if targeting 
major population centres like the 
South Korean capital Seoul.

Pyongyang has also 
significantly increased missile 
testing in recent years.

Analysts say this drive is aimed 
at improving precision strike 
capabilities, challenging the United 
States as well as South Korea, and 
testing weapons before potentially 
exporting them to Russia.     – AFP

Activists take part in a protest demanding the Indonesian government to upgrade 
recent flash floods in Sumatra that killed over 1,100 people to national disaster 
status and to facilitate acquiring foreign humanitarian aid for those affected, outside 
the Aceh House of Representatives (DPRA) building in Banda Aceh yesterday.  – AFP
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Sheikh Sabiha Alam and Moham-
mad Mazed

DHAKA – Bangladesh’s former 
prime minister Khaleda Zia, who 
many believed would sweep elections 
next year to lead her country once 
again, died yesterday aged 80.

The government declared 
three days of state mourning for 
the country’s first woman prime 
minister, with vast crowds expected 
to attend her funeral today.

Despite years of ill health 
and imprisonment, Zia vowed in 
November to campaign in elections 
set for February – the first vote since 
a mass uprising toppled her arch-
rival Sheikh Hasina last year.

Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) is widely seen as a 
frontrunner, and her son Tarique 
Rahman, who returned only on 
Christmas Day after 17 years in 
exile, is seen a potential prime 
minister if they win a majority.

“The country mourns the loss of 
a guiding presence that shaped its 
democratic aspirations,” Rahman 
said in a statement.

He said he was also mourning 
the loss of the “infinite love” of 
his mother, who “endured repeated 
arrests, denial of medical care, and 

relentless persecution”.
“Yet even in pain, confinement, 

and uncertainty, she never stopped 
sheltering her family with courage 
and compassion. Her resilience... 
was unbreakable.”

In late November Zia was 
rushed to hospital, where, despite 
the best efforts of medics, her 
condition deteriorated from a raft of 
health issues.

Nevertheless, hours before her 
death, party workers had on Monday 
submitted nomination papers on her 
behalf for three constituencies for 
the polls. The BNP said Zia died 
shortly after dawn yesterday.

Interim leader Muhammad 
Yunus said Bangladesh “has lost a 
great guardian”.

“Through her uncompromising 
leadership, the nation was 
repeatedly freed from undemocratic 
conditions and inspired to regain 
liberty,” Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Yunus said in a statement.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said he hoped Zia’s “vision 
and legacy will continue to guide 
our partnership”, a warm message 
despite the strained relations 
between New Delhi and Dhaka 
since Hasina’s fall.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif said Zia had been 
a “committed friend” to Islamabad, 
while China’s ambassador in Dhaka 
Yao Wen offered his condolences.

“China will continue to maintain 
its longstanding and friendly ties 
with the BNP,” he said.

‘Prison over luxury’
Braving cold rain, mourners 

gathered yesterday outside the hospital 

in Dhaka where Zia’s body rests.
“This is an irreparable loss 

for the nation,” senior BNP leader 
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi told reporters, 
his voice choking with emotion.

“She chose prison over luxury 
and spent years behind bars,” said 
Golam Kibria, 29, a BNP loyalist 
who said he was tortured under 
Hasina’s government, calling Zia an 
“unmatched leader who can never 
be replaced”.

Three-time prime minister Zia 
was jailed for corruption in 2018 
under Hasina’s government, which 
also blocked her from travelling 
abroad for medical treatment.

Zia was released last year, 
shortly after Hasina was forced 
from power.

Hasina, 78, sentenced to death 
in absentia in November for crimes 
against humanity, remains in hiding 
in her old ally India.

“I pray for the eternal peace and 
forgiveness of Begum Khaleda Zia’s 
soul,” Hasina said, in a statement on 
social media by her now banned 
Awami League party.

Bangladesh’s Prothom Alo 
newspaper, which said Zia 
had “earned the epithet of the 
‘uncompromising leader’”, reported 
that Rahman and other family 
members were by her side at the 
time of her death.

“The lives of politicians are 
marked by rises and falls,” the 
newspaper wrote yesterday.

“Lawsuits, arrests, imprisonment, 
persecution, and attacks by 
adversaries are far from uncommon. 
Khaleda Zia endured such ordeals at 
their most extreme.”      

– AFP

Khaleda Zia (right), Bangladesh’s former prime minister and chairperson of the key 
opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) sits in a car after being released from 
prison for medical reasons, where she spent more than two years on charges of 
corruption in Dhaka on March 25, 2020.                  – AFP

BANGKOK – Thai Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Nikorndej 
Balankura said yesterday that, given 
the current caretaker status of the 
Thai government and the continued 
presence of landmines rendering 
the border areas unsafe, Thailand 
considers that conditions are not yet 
met for convening a Joint Boundary 
Commission (JBC) meeting.

Nikorndej told a press conference 
that the proposal to convene a JBC 
meeting was put forward earlier by 
the Cambodian side, predating the 
special meeting of ASEAN foreign 
ministers. He added that, as the 
current situation has changed, the 
proposal needs to be reconsidered.

According to the spokesperson, 
given the current caretaker status 
of the Thai government, it may 

not be in a position to designate 
appropriate representatives to attend 
talks on boundary delimitation.

Nikorndej also highlighted that 
with the continued presence of a 
significant number of landmines 
in the border area, both sides 
are unable to conduct surveys or 
boundary demarcation work.

Clear demining mechanisms must 
first be established before a JBC meeting 
can take place, said the spokesperson.

Cambodia has sent a diplomatic 
note to Thailand, proposing to hold the 
Cambodia-Thailand Joint Commission 
on Demarcation for Land Boundary 
for the first week of January 2026 in 
Cambodia’s Siem Reap province, 
according to a Monday press release 
from the State Secretariat of Border 
Affairs.                   – Xinhua

SUVA – Vanuatu has recorded 
its first known armed robbery, after 
masked men stole foreign currency 
worth more than US$66,000 during a 
daylight raid at Port Vila International 
Airport’s cargo terminal.

According to Commissioner of 
Police Kalshem Bongran, the robbery 
occurred at around 11:59 a.m. [local 
time], when suspects travelling in a 
white minibus intercepted a vehicle 
carrying cash for overseas transfer, 
the Vanuatu Daily Post website 
reported yesterday.

Police said the money was being 
transported by a vehicle and was 
undergoing weighing and verification 
by customs officials at the airport 
when the robbery took place.

Eyewitnesses told local media 

that firearms were used to threaten 
staff before the suspects fled the 
scene in the minibus, which had 
dark-tinted windows. No injuries 
were reported.

The incident has sparked serious 
concerns over airport security and 
is being described by authorities 
as unprecedented in Vanuatu’s 
history, where gun-related crimes 
are extremely rare.

Airports Vanuatu confirmed 
that international and domestic 
flights are operating normally, and 
that airport services have not been 
disrupted by the incident.

Investigations are ongoing, with 
police expected to provide further 
updates as the search continues.

– Xinhua

ISLAMABAD – Pakistani 
authorities said yesterday that terrorists 
and extremist groups are using online 
platforms for radicalization targeting 
vulnerable children, making it a 
serious digital threat.

Interior Minister of the 
country’s southern Sindh province 
Zia Ul Hassan Lanjar said that the 
online radicalization followed a 
structured pattern, beginning with 
ideological exposure and gradually 
progressing to direct psychological 
manipulation.

“The method included the 
use of anonymous social media 

accounts, emotional validation to 
build trust, repeated exposure to 
extremist propaganda, and fear-
based narratives aimed at creating 
emotional dependence and a 
distorted sense of purpose,” said 
the minister.

The minister also called on 
the local and international social 
media companies to strengthen 
compliance measures, including the 
proactive removal of extremist and 
hate-based content, shutting down 
terrorist-linked accounts and proxy 
networks, and enhancing safeguards 
to prevent minors from being 

exposed to violent propaganda.
Underscoring the growing 

challenge of online radicalization, 
the minister reaffirmed the state’s 
resolve to protect children, 
dismantle extremist networks and 
enforce the law without exception.

Earlier on Monday, the minister, 
along with other police officials, 
told media that security agencies 
had saved a minor girl who was 
recruited as a suicide bomber 
by handlers linked to a terrorist 
network with hate-based and 
extremist content and subjected to 
psychological grooming.  – Xinhua

KATHMANDU - An emerging 
political bloc in Nepal has gained 
another heavyweight, with a third 
key figure joining the new alliance 
ahead of next year’s election, a 
party member said yesterday.

Two of Nepal’s most popular 
political leaders, television host 
Rabi Lamichhane of the Rastriya 
Swatantra Party (RSP) and 
Kathmandu mayor Balendra Shah, 
agreed on Sunday to unite their 
parties for the March 5, 2026, polls.

They pledged to address the 
demands of younger “Gen Z” protesters 
following deadly anti-corruption 
demonstrations in September that 
ousted the government.

Kulman Ghising of the Ujyalo 
Nepal Party, who is the energy 
minister in the interim government, 
also agreed to join the new alliance 
late on Monday.

“This agreement... has brought 
an alternative force into the 

political mainstream,” said Sanjiv 
Ballav Bhattarai, a former Ujyalo 
Nepal committee member, who 
has now joined Lamichhane’s RSP.

Ghising, 55, won significant 
public support when he led the 
Nepal Electricity Authority in 
tackling the Himalayan country’s 
load-shedding crisis.

At least 77 people were killed 
during the youth-led September 
8-9 uprising.

Protests began under the loose 
umbrella title of Gen Z, triggered 
by a brief government ban on 
social media.

The demonstrations tapped into 
wider public anger at economic 
stagnation and political corruption 
in the country of 30 million people.

The agreement said the new 
alliance embraces “the spirit of 
the Gen Z movement against 
corruption and bad governance”.

Prominent Gen Z protest 

figures, including Sudan Gurung, 
played a role in bringing the 
leaders together for talks.

Nepal became a federal 
republic in 2008 after a decade-
long civil war and a peace deal 
that saw former Maoist insurgents 
brought into government and the 
abolishment of the monarchy.

A revolving door of ageing 
prime ministers and a culture 
of horse-trading between three 
dominant parties fuelled public 
perceptions that the government 
was out of touch.

Lamichhane’s RSP emerged 
as a political surprise in the 
2022 general election, when it 
became the fourth-largest party in 
parliament.

However, Lamichhane has 
since been embroiled in cases of 
cooperative fraud and organised 
crime and was recently released on 
bail.      – AFP
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GENEVA – The United Nations 
warned yesterday that recent 
actions by Israel against the UN 
agency for Palestinian refugees 
risked depriving millions of people 
of basic services such as education 
and healthcare.

Israel’s parliament passed new 
legislation on Monday formally 
stripping the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) of 
diplomatic immunity, and barring 
Israeli companies from providing 
water or electricity to the agency’s 
institutions.

According to UNRWA, the 
legislation also grants the Israeli 
government the authority to 
expropriate the agency’s properties 
in East Jerusalem, including its 
headquarters and main vocational 
training centre.

UNRWA chief Philippe 
Lazzarini condemned the legislation 
as “outrageous”, decrying it on 
social media as “part of an ongoing, 
systematic campaign to discredit 
UNRWA and thereby obstruct the 
core role that the agency plays 
providing human-development 
assistance and services to Palestine 
refugees”.

Filippo Grandi, the outgoing 
head of the UN refugee agency, 
UNHCR, and a former UNRWA 
chief, also criticised the move as 
“very unfortunate”.

In an interview with AFP, he 
highlighted that UNRWA, unlike 
other UN agencies, provides basic 
public services such as education 
and healthcare to the millions of 
registered Palestinian refugees it 

serves across Gaza and the West 
Bank, as well as in Lebanon, Jordan 
and Syria.

“If you deprive those people of 
those services... then you had better 
find a substitute,” he said, warning: 
“I think it would be very difficult.”

“At the moment, there is a great 
risk that millions of people will be 
deprived of basic services if UNRWA 
is further deprived of space to work, 
and resources to work.”

Israel has been ratcheting up 
pressure on UNRWA over the past 
two years.

It has accused the agency 
of providing cover for Hamas 
militants, claiming that some 
UNRWA employees took part in the 
militant group’s October 7, 2023 
assault on Israel, which sparked the 
war in Gaza.

A series of UN-linked internal 
and external investigations found 
some “neutrality-related issues” at 
UNRWA, but stressed Israel had not 
provided conclusive evidence for its 
headline allegation.

Grandi criticised the torrent 
of accusations that have swirled 
around the agency.

“UNRWA is a very indispensable 
organisation in the Middle East,” he 
said.

“Contrary to much of the frankly 
baseless rhetoric that we have heard 
in the past couple of years, UNRWA 
is a force for peace and stability,” he 
added.

“In a region in which you need 
every bit of stability and efforts 
towards peace, it would be really 
irresponsible to let such an important 
organisation decline further.” – AFP

This photo taken yesterday shows shelters in a camp for displaced Palestinians in 

Gaza City. Beginning in October, a fragile ceasefire has so far halted two years of war 
between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip despite both sides trading accusations 

of truce violations.                    – AFP 

MOGADISHU – Large protests 
broke out in several towns and 
cities across Somalia yesterday in 
opposition to Israel’s recognition of 
the breakaway region of Somaliland.

Israel announced on Friday 
that it viewed Somaliland – which 
declared independence in 1991 but 
has never been recognised by any 
other country – as an “independent 
and sovereign state”.

Somali President Hassan Sheikh 

Mohamud has condemned the move 
as a threat to stability in the Horn 
of Africa. He travelled yesterday to 
Turkey, a close ally, to discuss the 
situation.

Thousands of protesters marched 
through the streets of Somali capital 
Mogadishu and gathered at a 
stadium, waving placards with anti-
Israeli slogans alongside Somali 
and Palestinian flags.

“We will never allow anyone 

to violate our sovereignty,” one 
attendee, Adan Muhidin, told AFP, 
adding that Israel’s move was “a 
blatant violation of international 
law”.

Demonstrations also took 
place in Lascanod in the northeast, 
Guriceel in central Somalia, and 
Baidoa in the southwest.

“There is nothing we have in 
common with Israel. We say to the 
people of Somaliland, don’t bring 
them close to you,” said Sheikh 
Ahmed Moalim, a local religious 
leader, in Guriceel.

Somaliland has long been a 
haven of stability and democracy in 
the conflict-scarred country, with its 
own money, passport and army.

It also has a strategic position on 
the Gulf of Aden that makes it an 
attractive trade and military partner 
for regional and international allies.

But Israel’s decision to recognise 
its statehood has brought rebukes 
from across the Muslim and African 
world, with many fearing it will 
stoke conflict and division.

There have been celebrations in 
Somaliland’s capital Hargeisa, with 
the rare sight of Israeli flags being 
waved in a Muslim-majority nation.

– AFP

Protesters wave Somali flags as they attend a rally denouncing Israel’s recent 
announcement recognising the breakaway Somaliland region, during a gathering 

calling for Somalia’s territorial unity at Mogadishu Stadium in Mogadishu yesterday.   
                    – AFP 

LONDON –The foreign 
ministers of 10 nations yesterday 
expressed “serious concerns” 
about a “renewed deterioration 
of the humanitarian situation” in 
Gaza, saying the situation was 
“catastrophic”.

“As winter draws in, civilians 
in Gaza are facing appalling 
conditions with heavy rainfall 
and temperatures dropping,” 
the foreign ministers of Britain, 
Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Iceland, Japan, Norway, 
Sweden and Switzerland said in 
a joint statement released by the 
UK’s Foreign Office.

“1.3 million people still require 
urgent shelter support. More than half 
of health facilities are only partially 
functional and face shortages of 
essential medical equipment and 
supplies. The total collapse of 
sanitation infrastructure has left 
740,000 people vulnerable to toxic 
flooding,” the statement added.

The ministers said they 
welcomed the progress that had 
been made to end the bloodshed 
in Gaza and secure the release of 
Israeli hostages.

“However, we will not lose 
focus on the plight of civilians in 
Gaza,” they said, calling on the 
government of Israel to take a string 
of “urgent and essential” steps.

These included ensuring that 
international NGOs could operate 

in Gaza in a “sustained and 
predictable” way.

“As 31 December approaches, 
many established international 
NGO partners are at risk of 
being deregistered because of the 
government of Israel’s restrictive new 
requirements,” the statement said.

It also called for the UN and its 
partners be able to continue their 
work in Gaza and for the lifting of 
“unreasonable restricts on imports 
considered to have a dual use”.

This included medical and 
shelter equipment.

The foreign ministers also 
called for the opening of crossings 
to boost the flows of humanitarian 
aid into Gaza.

While welcoming the partial 
opening of the Allenby crossing, 
they said other corridors for 
moving goods remained closed 
or severely restricted for 
humanitarian aid including Rafah.

“Bureaucratic customs processes 
and extensive screenings are causing 
delays, while commercial cargo is 
being allowed in more freely,” the 
statement said.

“The target of 4,200 trucks per 
week, including an allocation of 
250 UN trucks per day, should be 
a floor not a ceiling. These targets 
should be lifted so we can be sure 
the vital supplies are getting in at 
the vast scale needed,” it added.

– AFP

WASHINGTON – US 
President Donald Trump will 
receive Israel’s highest civilian 
honor in 2026, after Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu announced 
on Monday that his country will 
break with decades of tradition to 
recognise a non-citizen.

Speaking after a cordial 
Florida meet-up with Trump, 
Netanyahu said the move reflected 
“overwhelming sentiment” in 
Israel in appreciation of the US 
president’s support for the country.

“President Trump has broken 
so many conventions to the 
surprise of people, and then they 
figure out, ‘oh, well – maybe, you 
know, he was right after all,’” 
Netanyahu said to reporters.

“So we decided to break a 
convention too or create a new one, 
and that is to award the Israel Prize.”

Netanyahu hailed Trump as 
Israel’s “greatest friend ever” in 
October – praise that followed 
militant group Hamas freeing the 
last 20 surviving hostages taken in 
the October 7 2023 attacks, under 
a Gaza peace deal brokered by 
Trump and his team.

“I have to say that this reflects 
the overwhelming sentiment of 
Israelis across the spectrum,” the 
Israeli leader said of Trump’s award.

“They appreciate what you’ve 
done to help Israel and to help 
our common battle against the 
terrorists and those who would 

destroy our civilization. So again, 
that’s an expression of thanks and 
appreciation.”

Normally, the Israel Prize is 
reserved for Israeli citizens or 
residents, with the lone loophole 
being a category for “special 
contribution to the Jewish people.”

The only other non-Israeli to 
have received this version of the 
honour is Indian conductor Zubin 
Mehta, in 1991.

Trump, clearly tickled, said the 
award was “really surprising and 
very much appreciated,” hinting 
that he might jet to Israel for the 
ceremony, traditionally held on 
the eve of the Middle Eastern 
country’s Independence Day.

For Trump, the accolade is 
another jewel in his self-styled 
crown as a global peacemaker.

In speeches and interviews, he 
regularly claims that he has “stopped 
eight wars,” portraying himself as 
uniquely capable of imposing order 
on global conflicts through his force 
of personality and deal-making.

Trump has long insisted that the 
Nobel Peace Prize stakes do not faze 
him – he dusted down the nonchalant 
refrain when he missed out again in 
2025 – while also voicing frustration 
at being overlooked.

This latest award follows 
Trump recently being granted the 
FIFA Peace Prize, another nod 
to his diplomatic ambitions via 
symbolic validation.   – AFP
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Caroline Taix and Isabel Malsang
LONDON – Eurostar said 

yesterday it was restarting services 
suspended earlier over a power 
supply problem in the Channel 
tunnel, as passengers travelling in 
the busy run-up to New Year faced 
massive disruption.

Travellers were left scrambling 
to find alternatives after the operator 
postponed all services between 
London, Paris, Amsterdam and 
Brussels.

“As the Channel Tunnel has 
partially reopened we will start to 
resume services,” Eurostar said 
in a statement on its website mid-
afternoon.

A spokesperson told AFP that 
the first services to resume would 
be at around 16:00 GMT.

But the company warned that 
the “overhead power supply issue 
remains, and we strongly advise 
all our passengers to postpone their 
journey to a different date”.

Services would be subject 
to severe delays and last-minute 
cancellations, it said, urging 
passengers not to go to the station if 
their train was confirmed cancelled.

Eurostar’s site earlier showed 
that even services on the continent 
not using the Channel tunnel – such 
as ones between Paris and Brussels 
– had been cancelled during the day.

As well as the power problem, 
there was also a subsequent failed 
LeShuttle train in the Channel 
tunnel.

Crowds of stranded travellers, 
many with suitcases, swelled at 
London’s St Pancras station and at 
Gare du Nord in Paris as they were 
notified that their end-of-year holiday 
plans were being thrown into doubt.

“I’m disappointed. We were 
going to do New Year’s Eve in 
Paris,” Jessica, a 21-year-old 
business coordinator looking to 
travel to France with three friends, 
told AFP in London.

“We are going to see if we can 
find another ticket. Otherwise, we 
will stay in London.”

Jodie, who also declined to give 
her surname, had an AirBnB booked 
in the French capital until January 4 
for her husband and four-year-old 
daughter.

“We can’t find tickets for 
tomorrow. It has disrupted all our 
holiday. We are looking for alternative 
routes,” the 37-year-old told AFP.

‘Stay calm’
The Channel tunnel’s operator 

Getlink had earlier said it expected 
train traffic to progressively resume 
yesterday afternoon, but passengers 
were still left not knowing when, or 
if, they would travel.

One, Sophie Gontowicz, trying 
to head back to Paris after three days 
holidaying in the British capital 
with her family, said she was taking 
the disruption “philosophically”.

“In the end, it gives us an extra 
day of vacation,” she told AFP.

In Paris, 19-year-old British 
traveller Grace Emery was also laid 
back about her train being cancelled, 
saying she might try to catch a ferry.

“It is an inconvenience for 
people. But stuff like this happens 
all the time and there’s nothing you 
can really do about it,” she said after 
a trip with a friend to Disneyland.

But Chaitan Patel, a 46-year-old 
American, was more determined to 
get back to London.

“We’re looking at every option: 
plane, car – but even flying is 
difficult,” he told AFP.

Katherine Jordan, 39, another 
Briton, said she too hoped to find a 
flight – ideally so she and her nine-
year-old son Oscar could make it 
back today for New Year’s Eve.

But even if they missed ringing 
in 2026 in Britain, getting back “any 
time in the next 48 hours would 
be amazing”, she said, adding her 
son had just told her to “stay calm 

because there’s no point in getting 
annoyed”.

High demand
A record-high 19.5 million 

passengers travelled on Eurostar last 
year, up nearly five percent in 2023, 
driven by demand from visitors to 
the Olympics and Paralympics in 
Paris.

Eurostar has held a monopoly 
on passenger services through the 
tunnel linking Britain and France 
since it opened in 1994.

But British entrepreneur Richard 
Branson – the man behind the Virgin 
airline – has vowed to launch a rival 
service.

Italy’s Trenitalia has also said it 
intends to compete with Eurostar on 
the Paris-London route by 2029.

Tuesday’s disruption was the 
latest to affect Eurostar at a time when 
the company has faced criticism 
over its high prices, especially on the 
Paris-London route.

An electrical fault forced the 
cancellation of Eurostar services and 
severe delays on others in August.

The theft of cables on train 
tracks in northern France caused 
two days of problems in June.

LeShuttle operates vehicle-
carrying trains between Folkestone 
in southeast England and Calais in 
northern France.      – AFP

Travellers throng at London’s St. Pancras railway station yesterday, as Eurostar train 

service between Britain and continental Europe is halted.                – AFP

  

TEHRAN – The Iranian foreign 
ministry designated the Royal 
Canadian Navy a terrorist organisation 
yesterday in what it said was retaliation 
for Canada’s 2024 blacklisting of 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards.

In a statement, the ministry said 
that the move was in reaction to 
Ottawa declaring the Revolutionary 
Guards, the ideological arm of Iran’s 
military, a terror group “contrary 
to the fundamental principles of 
international law”.

Iran “within the framework of 
reciprocity, identifies and declares the 
Royal Canadian Navy as a terrorist 
organisation,” the statement added, 
without specifying what ramifications 
if any the force will face.

On June 19, 2024, Canada 
declared the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC)  a terror group. 
This bars its members from entering 
the country and Canadians from 
having any dealings with individual 
members or the group.

Additionally, any assets the 
Guards or its members hold in 
Canada could also be seized.

Canada accused the Guards 
of “having consistently displayed 
disregard for human rights both 
inside and outside of Iran, as well 
as a willingness to destabilise the 
international rules-based order.”

One of the reasons behind 
Ottawa’s decision to designate 
the force as a terror group was the 

Flight PS752 incident.
The flight was shot down shortly 

after takeoff from Tehran in January 
2020, killing all 176 passengers 
and crew, including 85 Canadian 
citizens and permanent residents.

The IRGC admitted its forces 
downed the jet, but claimed their 
controllers had mistaken it for a 
hostile target.

Ottawa broke off diplomatic ties 
with Tehran in 2012, calling Iran “the 
most significant threat to global peace”.

Iran’s archenemy, the United 
States, listed the Guards as a foreign 
terrorist organisation in April 2019 
while Australia did the same last month, 
accusing the force of being behind 
attacks on Australian soil.      – AFP

BERLIN – Robbers used a 
large drill to break into a German 
savings bank’s vault room and 
steal cash, gold and jewellery 
worth some 30 million euros 
(US$35 million), police said 
yesterday.

The heist in the western city 
of Gelsenkirchen saw the thieves 
break into more than 3,000 safe 
deposit boxes, they said.

While the criminals remained 
at large, hundreds of distressed 
bank customers massed outside 
the branch yesterday demanding 
information, but were kept at bay 
by police.

According to police, the 
robbers drilled their way into the 
underground vault room of the 
Sparkasse savings bank from a 
parking garage.

Investigators suspect the 
gang spent much of the weekend 
inside, breaking open the deposit 
boxes.

The break-in came to light 
after a fire alarm was triggered 
in the early hours of Monday and 
emergency services discovered 
the hole.

Witnesses reported seeing 
several men carrying large bags in 
the stairwell of the parking garage 
during the night from Saturday to 
Sunday.

Footage from security cameras 

has also shown a black Audi RS 
6 leaving the parking garage early 
Monday morning, with masked 
persons inside.

The car’s licence plate had 
been stolen earlier in the city of 
Hanover, police said.

A police spokesman told AFP 
that the break-in was “indeed very 
professionally executed”, likening 
it to the heist movie “Ocean’s 
Eleven”.

“A great deal of prior 
knowledge and/or a great deal of 
criminal energy must have been 
involved to plan and carry this 
out,” he said.

Police said the more than 3,000 
boxes had an average insurance 
value of 10,000 euros, and 
therefore estimated the damage at 
some 30 million euros.

Several victims had told 
police officers that their losses 
far exceeded the insured value of 
their safe deposit boxes.

The police spokesman said 
that “disgruntled customers” were 
outside the bank branch which 
didn’t open for security reasons, 
after threats had been made 
against the employees.

“We’re still on site, keeping 
an eye on things,” he said, adding 
that “the situation has calmed 
down considerably”.

– AFP

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia – 
Separatists in Yemen yesterday vowed 
to hold and reinforce their territory, 
dismissing calls from the Saudi-led 
coalition to withdraw, hours after 
strikes targeted an alleged weapons 
shipment in a port under their control.

“There is no thinking about 
withdrawal. It is unreasonable for the 
landowner to be asked to leave his own 
land. The situation requires staying and 
reinforcing,” Anwar Al-Tamimi, the 
spokesman for the separatist Southern 
Transitional Council (STC), told AFP.

“We are in a defensive position, 

and any movement toward our 
forces will be responded to by our 
forces,” he added.

The spokesman said that Saudi 
Arabia had moved around 20,000 
security forces along its border 
adjacent to positions held by the STC.

In recent weeks, UAE-backed 
separatists seeking to revive the 
formerly independent state of South 
Yemen have made sweeping territorial 
gains in a lightning offensive.

Experts say their successes 
have embarrassed Saudi Arabia, 
a regional heavyweight and the 

main backer of the internationally 
recognised Yemeni government.

Yesterday, Saudi Arabia 
declared the STC advance in Yemen 
a threat to the kingdom’s security 
after launching air strikes targeting 
an alleged weapons shipment to a 
port under the STC’s control.

The STC spokesman denied that 
the combat equipment targeted in 
the strike belonged to them.

“The vehicles belonged to the 
Emirati forces in Yemen as part of the 
Arab Coalition and the counterterrorism 
alliance,” Tamimi told AFP.     – AFP

Iran designates Royal Canadian Navy 
a terrorist organisation

German bank heist nets 
US$35 million in cash, 

valuables: police

Yemeni separatists refuse to withdraw after 
Saudi strikes: spokesman

Eurostar to resume services after Channel tunnel 
power glitch sparks travel chaos
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PALM BEACH – The United 

States hit and destroyed a docking 
area for alleged Venezuela drug 
boats, President Donald Trump said 
on Monday, in what could amount 
to the first land strike of the military 
campaign against trafficking from 
Latin America.

The US leader’s confirmation 
of the incident comes as he ramps 
up a pressure campaign against 
Venezuela’s leftist President Nicolás 
Maduro, who has accused Trump of 
seeking regime change.

“There was a major explosion 
in the dock area where they load 
the boats up with drugs,” he told 
reporters at his Mar-a-Lago resort 
in Florida as he hosted Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

“So we hit all the boats and 
now we hit the area, it’s the 
implementation area, that’s where 
they implement. And that is no 
longer around.”

Trump would not say if it was a 
military or CIA operation or where 
the strike occurred, noting only that 
it was “along the shore.”

Sources familiar with the 

operation told CNN and The New 
York Times that the CIA had carried 
out a drone strike on a port facility.

The strike was believed to be 
targeting the Venezuelan gang Tren 
de Aragua, though no one was 
present at the time of the operation 
and there were no casualties, the US 
media outlets reported.

There has been no official 
comment from the Venezuelan 
government.

The Pentagon earlier referred 
questions to the White House. The 
White House did not respond to 
requests for comment from AFP.

Asked on Monday if he had 
spoken to Maduro recently, Trump 
said they had talked “pretty 
recently” but that “nothing much 
comes out of it.”

Trump revealed details of the 
operation after being asked to 
elaborate on comments he made in a 
radio interview broadcast on Friday 
that seemed to mention a land strike 
for the first time.

“They have a big plant or a big 
facility where they send, you know, 
where the ships come from,” Trump 
told billionaire supporter John 

Catsimatidis on the WABC radio 
station in New York.

“Two nights ago, we knocked 
that out. So we hit them very hard.”

Trump did not say in the 
interview where the facility was 

located or give any other details.
Trump had been threatening for 

weeks that ground strikes on drug 
cartels in the region would start 
“soon,” but this is the first apparent 
example.

Fresh US strike in Pacific
US forces have also carried 

out numerous strikes in both the 
Caribbean Sea and eastern Pacific 
Ocean since September, targeting 
what Washington says are drug-
smuggling boats.

The administration has provided 
no evidence that the targeted boats 
were involved in drug trafficking, 
however, prompting debate about 
the legality of these operations.

International law experts and 
rights groups say the strikes likely 
amount to extrajudicial killings, a 
charge that Washington denies.

After Trump spoke on Monday, 
the US military announced on social 
media that it had carried out another 
strike on a boat in the Eastern 
Pacific, killing two and bringing 
the total killed in the maritime 
campaign to at least 107.

It did not specify where exactly 
the strike took place.

The Trump administration 
has been ramping up pressure on 
Maduro, accusing the Venezuelan 
leader of running a drug cartel 
himself and imposing an oil tanker 
blockade.      – AFP

A Boeing C-17 Globemaster taxis on a tarmac at Rafael Hernandez Airport in 
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, on Monday. The United States has deployed a major military 
force in the Caribbean and has recently intercepted oil tankers as part of a naval 
blockade against Venezuelan vessels it considers to be under sanctions. Since 
September, US forces have launched dozens of air strikes on boats that Washington 
alleges, without showing evidence, were transporting drugs. More than 100 people 
have been killed.                    – AFP 

MADRID – Spain’s leftist 
government has ordered seven online 
platforms to remove more than 100 
listings for vacation rentals in Israeli-
occupied Palestinian territories.

The consumer affairs ministry 
said yesterday it has identified 138 
listings on platforms operating in 
Spain and notified the companies 
to “immediately remove or block” 
the content.

If they fail to comply, the 
platforms could face further 
government action, the statement 
said without specifying what the 
consequences would be.

The move is part of measures 
adopted by Socialist Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez’s government backing 
Palestinians and condemning Israel’s 
military campaign in Gaza.

A decree approved by 
lawmakers in October includes 
an arms embargo on Israel and a 
ban on the advertising of products 

“coming from illegal colonies in 
Gaza and the West Bank”.

Consumer Affairs Minister 
Pablo Bustinduy said the listings 
help “normalise and perpetuate a 
colonial regime considered illegal 
under international law”.

In October, France’s Human 
Rights League filed complaints 
against Airbnb and Booking.
com accusing them of promoting 
“occupation tourism” by featuring 
properties in settlements.

Most of the international 
community considers Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank illegal 
under international law, while 
Israel views them as largely legal.

Spain recognised a Palestinian 
state in 2024 and has become one 
of the most outspoken European 
critics of Israel’s actions in Gaza, 
launched after the October 7, 2023 
Hamas attacks in southern Israel.

– AFP

BRASÍLIA – Brazil’s far-right 
former president Jair Bolsonaro 
could be back behind bars as soon 
as New Year’s Day after undergoing 
surgery for a groin hernia, doctors 
said on Monday.

Barring complications, Bolsonaro 
should be discharged tomorrow, 
surgeon Claudio Birolini told reporters 
at the private DF Star clinic in Brasilia.

Bolsonaro would then be 
returned to the cell where he is 
serving a 27-year prison sentence 

for leading a failed coup plot.
Bolsonaro, 70, had surgery 

on Christmas Day, followed two 
days later by a procedure to treat 
recurring hiccups.

In office from 2019 to 2022, 
he has for years been dealing with 
complications from an abdominal 
stab wound he suffered during a 
2018 campaign rally, requiring 
several major surgeries.

In September, Brazil’s Supreme 
Court found Bolsonaro guilty of 

conspiring to stay in power after 
losing 2022 elections to leftist Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva.

Bolsonaro had been under 
house arrest until shortly before 
the start of his jail term, but was 
detained and sent to prison after he 
took a soldering iron to his ankle 
monitoring bracelet in what the 
court saw as an escape attempt.

Bolsonaro claims to be the 
victim of political persecution.

– AFP

MADRID – The Spanish 
woman whose failed restoration of a 
century-old painting of Jesus Christ 
captured global headlines more than 
a decade ago has died at 94.

Cecilia Giménez rose to 
international fame in 2012 after her 
botched restoration of the Ecce Homo 
fresco at a church in Borja, northeastern 
Spain, drew worldwide media attention.

Her attempt left Christ’s face 
unrecognizable, sparking a flood of 

online reactions, memes, and parodies 
featuring famous figures such as 
Michael Jackson and Homer Simpson.

Giménez’s restoration added 
what appeared to be a mane to the 
figure of Christ, leading the small 
painting by local artist Elías García 
Martinez, created in the 1910s, to be 
nicknamed the “Monkey Christ.”

Giménez’s death was confirmed 
in a Facebook post by the foundation 
that manages the Sanctuary of 

Mercy Church where the artwork is 
displayed.

The foundation called her “one 
of the most famous figures of 2012” 
and noted that she had “with the best 
intentions, decided to repaint” the 
fresco because of its poor condition.

The controversy quickly turned 
Borja into a tourist destination, with 
about 57,000 visitors coming to see 
the previously little-known church 
the following year.     – AFP

BRASÍLIA – The unemployment 
rate in Brazil has reached a new low 
despite the impact of US tariffs, 
official data showed yesterday.

Unemployment for the 
September to November period was 
5.2 percent, the lowest point since 
2012 when the Brazilian Institute of 
Geography and Statistics adopted 
its current calculation method.

That compares with 6.1 percent 
during the same period in 2024. Prior 
to the second quarter of 2025, the 
rate had not fallen below six percent.

The institute said the drop was 
mainly due to 492,000 jobs created 
in public administration, defence, 
security, health and social services.

But the proportion of the workforce 
employed in the informal sector 

remains very high at 37.7 percent.
The unemployment rate has 

continued to decline despite a 40 
percent import tariff imposed by 
the United States on many Brazilian 
products in early August.

However, Washington in mid-
November removed tariffs on the 
key Brazilian exports of meat and 
coffee.       – AFP

Worshippers pay tribute to Iemanjá, the sea goddess of the Afro-Brazilian 
Umbanda religion, at Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro on Monday.         – AFP 

Trump says US hit dock for Venezuela drug boats

Spain seeks removal of 
ads for rentals in Israeli 

settlements

Bolsonaro could return to jail cell this 
week after surgery: doctors

Spanish woman known for failed fresco 
restoration dies

Unemployment drops to new low 
of 5.2 pct in Brazil



WEDNESDAY December 31, 2025 The Macau Post Daily 13
SPORT

Your trusted source for real news 

Barcelona’s Araujo 
returns to training after 
weeks out

SANT JOAN DESPÍ, 
Spain – Barcelona centre-
back Ronald Araujo 
returned to training on 

Monday after weeks away for 
what local media said was a mental 
health break, boosting the Liga 
leaders’ defensive options before this 
weekend’s Catalan derby.

The Uruguay international 
emerged with his teammates and 
manager Hansi Flick during an 
open-door training session at the 
club’s Johan Cruyff Stadium, an 
AFP journalist saw.

Flick had said Araujo was 
unavailable for “a private situa-
tion”, days after the defender faced 
criticism for a red card that precipi-
tated Barcelona’s collapse to a 3-0 
Champions League defeat at Chelsea.

His return to action before 
Saturday’s derby at Espanyol comes 
with fellow centre-back Andreas 
Christensen expected to miss several 
months due to a knee injury.

The RCDE Stadium is poised 
to host one of the most intriguing 
Barcelona derbies in recent times, 
as fifth-place Espanyol enjoy one 
of their best seasons in living 
memory after narrowly avoiding 
relegation in 2024/25.      – AFP

Lazio coach Sarri has 
surgery for irregular 
heartbeat

ROME – Lazio 
coach Maurizio Sarri 
has undergone minor 
heart surgery the club 

said on Monday, adding that the 
procedure “was successful”.

“The manager will resume his 
duties with the team in the coming 
days,” said the statement.

The club said the 66-yar-old 
coach had been suffering from an 
irregular heartbeat.

Sarri returned to the Rome 
club this summer following the 
resignation of Marco Baroni.

Sarri was Lazio’s manager 
between 2021 and March 2024 
and led the club to second place in 
Serie A in 2023.

Sarri, a heavy smoker, worked 
as a banker before quitting to 
become a full-time coach.

He took Empoli to promotion 
to Serie A in 2014. He then guided 
his hometown club Napoli to two 
second place Serie A finishes, led 
Chelsea to the Europa League in 
2019, and Juventus to the Serie A 
title in 2020.

Lazio are eighth in Serie A 
with 24 points from 17 games.

– AFP

Football

TOKYO – Japanese football leg-
end Kazuyoshi Miura said his passion 
for playing the game was as strong as 
ever after signing for a third-division 
team at the age of 58 yesterday.

Miura, known as “King Kazu”, 
will join Japan’s Fukushima 
United on loan until June for 
what will be his 41st season as a 
professional footballer.

He will turn 59 in February.
“My passion for football hasn’t 

changed, no matter how old I get,” 
the former Japan international said in 
a statement issued by his new club.

“I’m very grateful to be 
given the opportunity to play in 
Fukushima, and I will fight hard as 
a member of Fukushima United.

“Let’s make history together!”
Miura spent last season with 

fourth-tier Atletico Suzuka, making 
seven appearances as the team were 
relegated to Japan’s regional leagues 
after finishing second-bottom of the 
table and losing a playoff.

His move to Fukushima sees 
him return to the J. League - the top 
three divisions of Japanese football 
- for the first time in five years.

Miura said he was ready to 
“take on a new challenge” with 
Fukushima, who finished 10th in the 
20-team third division last season.

“To all the Fukushima United 
players, coaching staff, fans, 
sponsors and people in the local 
area, I promise that I will play 
with everything I have to make a 
contribution,” he said.

Miura made his professional 
debut in 1986 for Brazilian team 
Santos and he has also played for 
teams in Italy, Croatia, Australia 
and Portugal.

He helped put football in Japan 
on the map when the professional 
J. League was launched in 1993.

He made his Japan debut in 
1990 but was famously left out of 
the squad for their first World Cup 
finals appearance in 1998, despite 
scoring 55 goals in 89 games for 
the national side.    – AFP

LONDON – 
Liverpool set-piece 
coach Aaron Briggs 

has left the club with immediate 
effect following the Premier League 
champions’ poor performance in that 
area, it was announced yesterday.

Santiago Bueno’s goal for 
relegation-threatened Wolves on 
Saturday was the 12th time in 18 league 
matches Liverpool had conceded from 
a corner, free-kick or throw-in.

No team in Europe’s top five 

leagues has conceded more this 
season, with Arne Slot’s men 
scoring just three goals from set-
pieces this term.

It is understood Briggs, a 
former Manchester City analyst 
who became an exclusive set-piece 
coach in September, and Liverpool 
reached an agreement over his 
departure from Anfield.

“Having joined the club in 
July 2024 - initially in the role of 
individual development coach - 

Briggs contributed to our Premier 
League title success last season as 
a member of Arne Slot’s backroom 
staff,” said a Liverpool statement.

“He leaves with the appreciation 
and best wishes of everyone at the 
club.”

Only 18th-placed West Ham 
(10) have conceded more than 
Liverpool’s seven goals from corners 
in this season’s Premier League.

The Reds’ three goals conceded 
from throw-ins is the joint-most in 

the league alongside Newcastle.
According to football statisti-

cians Opta, Liverpool are averaging 
2.4 goals scored per 100 set-pieces.

Only Brentford are averaging 
fewer in the top flight, while 
Liverpool are averaging 8.2 goals 
per 100 when it comes to conceding 
- only Nottingham Forest, in 17th, 
average more.

It means their set-piece 
difference of minus nine is 
Liverpool’s worst at any stage of 

a season in their Premier League 
history, with Reds manager Slot 
saying a week ago: “It’s impossible 
to be top-four, top-five with our set-
piece balance, let alone winning 
the league...if you look at that 
you could say how special it is we 
have as many points as we have.” 
Liverpool, however, are currently 
fourth in the table - 10 points behind 
leaders Arsenal - ahead of their 
New Year’s Day clash at home to 
strugglers Leeds.      – AFP

LONDON – Thomas Frank 
said he expects Brennan Johnson to 
feature in Tottenham’s New Year’s 
Day trip to Brentford despite reports 
a deal has been agreed to sell the 
Wales forward to Crystal Palace.

Several British media outlets, 
including the BBC and Sky Sports, 
reported that the Eagles have had 
a £35 million (US$47 million) bid 
for the 24-year-old accepted but that 
Johnson is yet to green light the move.

The former Nottingham Forest 
winger is also attracting interest 
from Bournemouth, who look set 
to lose their top scorer Antoine 
Semenyo to Manchester City in the 
early days of the January transfer 
window.

“Brennan has been a top 
professional,” said Frank at his pre-
match press conference yesterday.

“He trained very well. I fully 
expect him to be available and able 
to play against Brentford.”

Johnson, who cost £47.5 million 
when he joined from Forest in the 
summer of 2023, was Spurs’ leading 
scorer last season with 18 goals, 
including the winner in the Europa 
League final against Manchester 
United to end the club’s 17-year 
wait for silverware.

However, he has largely been a 
back-up to Mohammed Kudus on 
the right wing since Frank replaced 
Ange Postecoglou in the close-
season.

Johnson has scored four times in 
22 appearances in all competitions 
this season.

Palace boss Oliver Glasner has 
been vocal about his desire for more 
forward options.

After a fine start to the campaign, 
Glasner’s side have failed to win in 
their last five games as a gruelling 
schedule across three competitions 
has taken its toll.

“I think to be honest if you watch 
our game, it is pretty clear what we 
need and then it is a decision of 
Crystal Palace,” said Glasner.

“If you are constantly under-
performing scoring goals, yeah. Look, 
all I can do is encourage the players, 
support them and be positive.” – AFP

DUBAI – FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino on Monday defended 
controversial ticket prices for the 
2026 World Cup, revealing that 
organisers had received a record 
150 million requests for tickets in 
the past two weeks.

Speaking at the World Sports 
Summit in Dubai, Infantino stressed 
that all revenues from next year’s 
tournament in the United States, 
Mexico and Canada would be pumped 
back into football around the world.

Infantino’s comments were his 
first public remarks since the ticketing 
furore erupted earlier this month, with 
fan groups branding ticket prices as 
“extortionate” and “astronomical”.

FIFA later responded to the criti-
cism by announcing that a sliver of tick-
ets on sale would be priced at US$60.

“In the last few days, you’ve 
probably seen there is a lot of debate 
about ticketing and ticket prices,” 
Infantino told the Dubai conference 
on Monday.

“We have six, seven million 
tickets on sale and we started two 
weeks ago. I can tell you in two 
weeks, 15 days, we received 150 
million ticket requests. This shows 
how powerful the World Cup is.”

Infantino said the majority of 
ticket requests had come from the 
United States, followed by requests 
from Germany and Britain.

“If you think that in 100 years of 
history of the World Cup, FIFA has 
sold 44 million tickets in total, so in 
two weeks for the next World Cup, 
we could have filled 300 years of 
World Cups,” Infantino said. “This 

is absolutely crazy.”
“And what is important, what is 

crucial is that the revenues that are 
generated from this are going back to 
the game all over the world and FIFA is 
the only organisation in the world...that 
finances football in the entire world.

“Without FIFA there will be 
no football in 150 countries in the 
world. There is football thanks to 
these revenues that we generate 
from the World Cup which we 
reinvest all over the world.”

Fan group Football Supporters 
Europe (FSE) had been among the 
most prominent critics of FIFA’s 
pricing strategy for 2026.

The group said earlier this 
month tickets would cost almost 
five times more than tickets for the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar.      – AFP

Japan footballer ‘King Kazu’ 
signs for new team at 58

Liverpool specialist coach exits after set-piece struggles

Infantino defends World Cup ticket 
prices, cites ‘crazy’ demand

Johnson still a Spurs player despite 
Palace interest, says Frank

FC Porto’s Spanish 
forward Samuel 
Omorodion scores the 
opening goal during 
the Portuguese League 
match against AVS 
at Dragao stadium 
in Porto on Monday. 
Porto won 2-0.  

  – AFP

Football shorts
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F1

Ciara Carolan and Jessica Howard-
Johnston

NOTTINGHAM – A dozen girls whizzed 
around an English karting track, part of 
a pioneering drive to draw women into 
motorsports and maybe even race to the top in 
male-dominated Formula 1.

A special test day in October in Nottingham 
aimed to address a major gender gap in F1, 
one of the flashiest of sports.

Italian Lella Lombardi was the last 
woman to compete in an F1 Grand Prix in 
1976, and the absence of women on the circuit 
is linked to young girls’ limited exposure 
to motorsports, according to gender parity 
organisations.

More Than Equal, a non-profit that 
supports women drivers, said girls start 
karting two years later than boys on average. 
Seven-time F1 champion Lewis Hamilton, for 
example, got into the format aged just eight.

“These are the first steps that a girl could 
take,” Cameron Biggs, coaching and academy 
pathway manager at Motorsport UK, told AFP.

“We’re really trying to join the dots 
between grassroots and elite.”

The enthusiasm was palpable among the 
youngsters, who were mostly new to karting.

Some attended the taster day, supported 
by makeup company Charlotte Tilbury, after 
watching F1 while others were encouraged by 
their parents.

None seemed put off by F1’s breakneck 
speed, the thrumming engines and the 
prospect of driving a vehicle years before they 
are old enough to have a driver’s licence.

“On the second time, I came first and I’m 
very proud,” beamed 11-year-old Megan.

“I watch Formula 1 quite often, and so I 
kind of know how to get around the track,” 
said Erin, also 11.

F1 paradox
F1’s official website boasts a global 

fanbase of 827 million people - a 63 percent 
increase since 2018.

But there is a paradox: F1 is one of the 
world’s few non-gender-segregated sports yet 
one of the most male-dominated.

“We know that the pathway for female 
drivers hasn’t successfully got a woman into 
Formula One competitively in the last 50 
years,” More Than Equal’s head of driver 
development Lauren Forrow told AFP.

That means that girls are “not thriving 
within” the current system, she said.

The organisation has pledged to “make 
history” by training a woman not just to 
compete but to win.

“We know that this is a real challenge and 
that it’s never been done before,” CEO Tom 
Stanton told AFP.

More Than Equal lists limited access 
to motorsports at an early age, cultural and 
structural biases, sponsorship gaps and a 
lack of role models at the top as barriers 
obstructing women’s entry into F1.

Forrow said the organisation’s unique Driver 
Development Programme “acknowledges the 
physiological, psychological and technical 
differences” women face, such as the impact of 
menstruation on athletic abilities and daily life.

These realities “inform what the kind of 
right recipe is for supporting female athletes 
in this space”, she said, of the programme 
created for young female racing drivers.

‘Nobody to look up to’
Fifteen-year-old Skye Parker, from 

Trelogan, North Wales, told AFP she is 
determined to become “Formula 1 world 
champion”, having started karting aged six 
and now loving the “feeling of excitement” 
she gets on the track.

On a wet December day, the assured 
teenager did laps in a Formula 4 car on Spain’s 
Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya. It has a 
challenging layout and is used by More Than 
Equal to hone the skills of female drivers.

F4, for junior drivers, is an essential step-
ping stone for drivers on their way to the top.

Parker’s personalised pink-and-green 
helmet distinguished her from other drivers as 
she drove for 45-minute stretches, concluding 
each session with a technical debrief.

Parker told AFP there are more women than 
before, but noted “boys definitely outnumber us”.

“It is quite sad that there is nobody to look 
up to female-wise in Formula One,” she said.

On top of obstacles unique to women, F1 
is an “incredibly expensive” sport to pursue, 
Forrow said.

In Nottingham, Marcus McKenzie stood 
on the sidelines, using a headpiece to instruct 
his eight-year-old daughter Georgia as she 
rocketed around the karting track -- at 25 
miles (40 kilometres) per hour, somewhat 
slower than the average speeds of 220 miles 
per hour characteristic of a Grand Prix.

The single father conceded that the cost 
of the sport made things difficult, but he is 
hoping to secure sponsorship for Georgia and 
her 11-year-old brother who is also passionate 
about F1.

But money was far from the minds of the 
youngsters, who were exhilarated as they 
stepped off the track.

“Don’t be shy to do it. Just be brave and 
have fun,” was eight-year-old Thea’s message 
to other girls her age.       – AFP

The race to !nd Formula 1’s !rst-ever woman champion

Thea Morton, 8, speaks after participating in a TeamSport Go Karting girl only taster session in Nottingham, 
central England on October 29.                     –  AFP

Cricket

LONDON - Fast bowler Jofra Archer was 
included in England’s provisional T20 World 
Cup squad announced yesterday, despite 
suffering a left side strain that ruled him out 
of the final two Ashes Tests, but there was no 
place for wicketkeeper Jamie Smith.

Archer’s fellow quick Josh Tongue has 
been called up to the T20 squad for the first 
time in a 15-man party to be captained by 
Harry Brook for the tournament in India 
and Sri Lanka beginning on February 7.

Archer will sit out the warm-up tour 
to Sri Lanka next month to continue his 
rehabilitation following the injury he 
sustained during the third Ashes Test in 
Adelaide earlier this month.

Brydon Carse will replace Archer in Sri 
Lanka for three one-day internationals and 
three Twenty20 internationals beginning on 
January 22.

There was no place, however, in the 
T20 World Cup squad for Smith who has 
endured a torrid Ashes tour of Australia, 
for all that is an unusual starting point 
in deciding selection for a white-ball 
tournament in the sub-continent.

The Surrey wicketkeeper-batsman 
smashed 60 from 26 balls in his last T20 
appearance against the West Indies in June, 
but was rested due to his heavy all-format 

workload from the subsequent series 
against South Africa and Ireland.

But following four Tests in Australia 
where he has averaged a lowly 19.85 
with the bat and endured several struggles 
behind the stumps, he has been left out 
entirely, with the experienced Jos Buttler 
and Phil Salt providing England with 
keeping options for 2024 T20 World Cup 
semi-finalists England.

Tongue, by contrast, has never played 
white-ball cricket but has enhanced his 
reputation with impressive Ashes displays 
in Adelaide and Melbourne, where 
England’s four-wicket win still left them 
3-1 down heading into a series finale at 
Sydney starting Saturday.

The 28-year-old was the top wicket-
taker in last season’s Hundred competition, 
taking 14 wickets in just six games.

Test-match opening batsman Zak 
Crawley returns to the ODI squad for the 
first time since December 2023.

Brook will lead his first World Cup 
campaign as white-ball captain, with 
England facing Bangladesh, West Indies, 
Italy and Nepal in Group C, with both 
managing director Rob Key and coach 
Brendon McCullum looking for an 
impressive showing after they came in for 
criticism following the Test team’s tame 
Ashes series loss.    – AFP

Bhutan spinner takes 8 wickets 
to set new T20 record

Cricket
HONG KONG – A left-arm spinner from 

Bhutan has become the first bowler to take 
eight wickets in a Twenty20 international.

Sonam Yeshey, 22, took 8-7 in his four 
overs during the third men’s T20 international 
at home to Myanmar, who were all out for 45 
replying to 127-9.

Yeshey went ahead of Syazrul Idrus, who 
took 7-8 for Malaysia against China in 2023, 
and Ali Dawood, who had 7-19 for Bahrain 
against Bhutan earlier this year, on the all-
time T20 international best bowling list.

Yeshey made his T20 international debut 
in 2022 against Malaysia when he had figures 
of 3-16 and has gone on to take 37 wickets in 
34 matches.

In domestic and franchise T20 cricket 
there has never been an eight-wicket haul.

Colin Ackermann took 7-18 for 
Leicestershire Foxes against Birmingham 
Bears in England’s T20 Blast in 2019.

Taskin Ahmed grabbed 7-19 for Durbar 
Rajshahi against Dhaka Capitals in the 
Bangladesh Premier League this year.

The best bowling figures in a women’s 
T20 international are 7-0 by Indonesia’s 
Rohmalia against Mongolia in 2024.    – AFP

Another police raid on 
Argentina’s football HQ

Football
BUENOS AIRES – Police yesterday 

raided the headquarters of the Argentine 
Football Association (AFA) in Buenos Aires 

as part of an investigation into alleged tax 
evasion by a company associated with it.

It was the latest in a series of raids on 
Argentine football headquarters and top clubs 
just months before the world champions 
defend their title at the FIFA World Cup 2026.

Yesterday, police targeted the AFA’s 
offices in downtown Buenos Aires and its 
headquarters in Ezeiza to the south, where the 
national team trains.

They also searched the home of the 
owner of TourProdEnter, an events company 
that describes itself as the AFA’s “exclusive 
international commercial agent.”

Authorities have also launched a tax 
evasion and money laundering probe into 
TourProdEnter.

They are also investigating financial 
company Sur Finanzas, which was the official 
sponsor of the Argentine football league and 
the national team last year and has close ties 
to AFA president Claudio Tapia.

Tax authorities filed a complaint against 
Sur Finanzas, accusing it of dodging taxes 
equivalent to US$550 million.

The AFA insists it is the victim of a smear 
campaign amid a dispute with a businessman 
over the organisation of friendly matches for 
the Argentine national football team.

The association claims the businessman is 
at the root of the complaints against it, with 
the knowledge of the government of President 
Javier Milei.

Milei favours turning football clubs, which 
are non-profit associations, into publicly 
traded sports companies.

AFA rules do not allow this.       – AFP

Sport in brief Injured Archer included 
in England T20 World Cup squad 

but no place for Smith
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Bernard d’Ormale, a former adviser 
to the far right, by her side.

“She whispered a word of love 
to him... and she was gone,” Bruno 
Jacquelin, a representative of her 
foundation for animals, told BFM 
television.

‘Cynicism’
Right-wing politicians paid 

gushing tributes to the film star. But 
leftists were more reserved, given 
her racist remarks in later years.

President Emmanuel Macron, 
a centrist, hailed the actor as a 
“legend” of the 20th century cinema 
who “embodied a life of freedom”.

Three-time presidential 
candidate Marine le Pen, whose 
far-right National Rally party is 
riding high in the polls, called 
her “incredibly French: free, 
untameable, whole”.

Bardot backed Le Pen for 
president in 2012 and 2017, 
describing her as a modern “Joan 
of Arc” she hoped could “save” 
France.

Conservative politician Eric 
Ciotti called for a national farewell 
like the one organised in 2018 for 
French rock star Johnny Hallyday. 
He started a petition online that by 
late Monday had garnered more 
than 12,000 signatures.

But Socialist party leader Olivier 
Faure was against the idea, saying 
such public tributes were for people 
who had rendered “exceptional 
services to the nation”.

“Brigitte Bardot was an iconic 
actor of the New Wave,” he said. 

“But she also turned her back on 
[French] republican values and was 
several times convicted for racism.”

Communist party leader Fabien 
Roussel said at least all could agree 
she made French cinema “shine 
throughout the world”.

But Greens lawmaker Sandrine 
Rousseau was more critical.

“To be moved by the fate of dol-
phins but remain indifferent to the 
deaths of migrants in the Mediter-
ranean – what level of cynicism is 
that?” she quipped on BlueSky.

Fame to ‘protect animals’
Born on September 28, 1934 in 

Paris, Bardot was raised in a well-
off traditional Catholic household.

Married four times, she had one 
child, Nicolas-Jacques Charrier, 
with her second husband, actor 
Jacques Charrier.

After quitting the cinema, 
Bardot withdrew to her home in the 
Saint-Tropez to devote herself to 
animal rights.

Her calling apparently came 
when she encountered a goat on the 
set of her final film, “The Edifying 
and Joyous Story of Colinot”. To 
save it from being killed, she bought 
the animal and kept it in her hotel 
room.

“I’m very proud of the first 
chapter of my life,” she told AFP in 
a 2024 interview ahead of her 90th 

birthday.
“It gave me fame, and that fame 

allows me to protect animals – the 
only cause that truly matters to me.”

– AFP

Brigitte Bardot’s funeral to be held 
next week in Saint-Tropez

This photo taken on Monday shows the Bardot family graves in the marine cemetery 
in the city of Saint-Tropez, southeastern France.               – AFP

NEW YORK – US singer 
Beyoncé is now a US dollar 
billionaire, Forbes magazine said 
on Monday, becoming only the 
fifth musician to achieve such a 
milestone.

The 44-year-old entertainer 
joins a select club that includes her 
husband, rapper Jay-Z, as well as 
Taylor Swift, Bruce Springsteen 
and Rihanna, according to the 
publication, known for its rankings 
of the world’s richest people.

Beyoncé reached the landmark 
after several very lucrative years.

In 2023, her Renaissance 
World Tour grossed nearly 
US$600 million.

She then reinvented her 
musical profile in 2024 with 
the Grammy-winning country 
album “Cowboy Carter” before 
staging the world’s highest-

grossing tour of 2025.
Combining these earnings with 

income from her music catalogue 
and other deals, Forbes estimated 
that Beyoncé brought in US$148 
million in 2025 before taxes, 
making her the third highest-paid 
musician in the world.

The publication did not provide 
a more specific estimate of the 
former Destiny’s Child member’s 
net worth, who founded Parkwood 
Entertainment to manage her 
career and productions.

Forbes said that while Beyoncé 
has expanded her business empire 
with ventures such as a hair care 
brand, a whiskey label and a 
clothing line, most of her personal 
wealth derives from her music, 
along with her global tours and 
controlling the rights to her back 
catalogue.   – AFP 

SEOUL – K-pop label ADOR 
has filed a compensation suit 
against a former member of 
megaband NewJeans, the firm said 
yesterday, a day after announcing 
Danielle’s removal following a 
year-long dispute that stalled the 
group’s careers.

The move came after a 
court ruled in October that the 
NewJeans’s five members must 
honour their contracts with ADOR, 
whose parent company HYBE is 
also behind K-pop sensation BTS.

The stars made headlines 
in November 2024 when they 
announced their decision to leave 
ADOR, prompting the company to 
request an injunction barring them 
from any commercial activities. 
That request was granted in March.

The label on Monday announced 
that Danielle’s contract was 
terminated as it was “determined 
that it would be difficult for her to 
continue as... an artist under ADOR”.

“Compensation suits have been 
filed against Danielle, a member of 

her family, and the group’s former 
producer Min Hee-jin,” an ADOR 
spokesperson told AFP yesterday, 
without elaborating.

South Korea’s Yonhap 
newswire reported that the total 
amount sought from the three 
individuals amounts to nearly 43.1 
billion won (US$30 million).

In their Monday statement, 
ADOR said the band’s former star 
producer Min bears “significant 
responsibility for causing this 
dispute and for NewJeans’s 
departure and delayed return”, 
along with the unspecified family 
member of Danielle.

According to the label, three 
of the group’s four remaining 
members have decided to stay 
with ADOR, while Minji is still in 
talks with the company.

NewJeans, which made its 
debut in 2022, is among HYBE’s 
most successful acts.

The dramatic contractual 
dispute erupted last year following 
allegations that HYBE had forced 

out the band’s former producer, 
Min, from her role as ADOR’s CEO.

NewJeans members later 
issued an ultimatum demanding 
Min’s reinstatement, which HYBE 
rejected.

The members then went public 
with their grievances, alleging 
the company had deliberately 
undermined their careers.

Band member Hanni claimed 
last year that the band had 
endured mistreatment, including 
“deliberate miscommunications 
and manipulation” while working 
with the label.

But the Seoul Central Dis-
trict Court in October rejected 
NewJeans’s claims that the allega-
tions had caused an “irreparable 
breakdown of trust” with ADOR.

ADOR this week alleged that 
the group’s members had been 
“receiving distorted and biased 
information for a long period of 
time”, leading to many misunder-
standings about the company.

– AFP

Beyoncé declared a billionaire 
by Forbes magazine

K-pop label ADOR files damages suit against 
ex-NewJeans member

South Korean singer and actress Lee Ji-eun, known as IU, poses for a photo call 
during the 2025 Seoulcon APAN Star Awards for K-Drama at Dongdaemun Design 
Plaza in Seoul on Monday.             – AFP

Fanny Carrier, Jean-Francois 
Guyot and Alice Hackman

SAINT-TROPEZ, France – 
Cinema icon Brigitte Bardot’s 
funeral will take place next week 
in her hometown of Saint-Tropez, 
her foundation has announced, as 
France wrestles with how to pay 
tribute to a cultural legend who in 
later years championed far-right 
views.

The mayor’s office earlier said 
the film-star-turned-animal-rights-
activist, who died aged 91 on 
Sunday, would be laid to rest in the 
town’s seaside cemetery.

The Brigitte Bardot Foundation 
said the funeral in the Notre-Dame 
de l’Assomption (Our Lady of the 
Assumption) church on January 
7 would be broadcast on screens 
across the town, followed by a 
“private” burial, but did not confirm 
where in Saint-Tropez she would be 
inhumed.

Bardot said in 2018 she wished 
to be buried in her garden, to avoid 
a “crowd of idiots” trampling 
on the tombs of her parents and 
grandparents.

Bardot shot to fame in her early 
twenties in the 1956 film “And God 
Created Woman” and went on to 
appear in about 50 films, but turned 
her back on cinema in 1973 to throw 
herself into fighting for animal 
welfare.

Her anti-immigration views and 
support for the far right, however, 
stirred controversy.

Bardot was convicted five 
times for hate speech, mostly 
about Muslims, but also about the 
inhabitants of the French island of 
Réunion whom she described as 
“savages”.

She passed away before dawn 
on Sunday with her fourth husband, 
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Dramatic!
Lightning strikes over the Mediterranean Sea during a thunderstorm on Monday.  – AFP

Pegasus – to Mount Olympus
Citizens view lantern decorations at the Confucius Temple scenic area in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, 
yesterday. The lantern decorations are displayed here in celebration of the upcoming New Year.   – Xinhua

Artistic cups
An illustration photograph taken 
in Paris, on July 31, 2019 shows 
disposable plastics cups. The ban on 
disposable plastic cups, which was due 
to come into force tomorrow has been 
postponed until 2030 by the French 
government, according to a ministerial 
decree published yesterday morning 
in the Official Journal (Journal Officiel), 
a government gazette of the French 
Republic that publishes major legal 
official information from the national 
Government, the French Parliament 
and the French Constitutional Council. 

– AFP

Less than a week
The male Asian elephant calf, Mook Uhm, 
born on Christmas Eve, is seen outside for 
the first time at Artis Zoo in Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands yesterday.  – AFP

Better from afar
This photo taken yesterday shows 
a shop selling artificial flowers in 
Baghdad, Iraq.             – Xinhua

Father Christmas’ 
other job!
A street entertainer dressed as 
Father Christmas makes soap 
bubbles in central Paris yesterday. 

– AFP


