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18 victims lose 27.89 million patacas

in investment scams: PJ
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Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ)
announced in a statement yesterday
that 18 victims had lost27.89 million
patacas in investment scams.

According to the statement,
Judiciary Police had issued to
the public on July 8 this year a
warning about investment scams
commonly known as “pig-butchering
schemes.”* Despite this, authorities
have received reports from at least
18 victims who fell prey to similar
fraudulent tactics, with combined
losses exceeding MOP 27.89 million.

In these scams, the statement
said, fraudsters initially befriend
victims through social media
— sometimes even establishing
romantic relationships — or post
fake investment advertisements
for stocks, precious metals, and
cryptocurrencies to lure targets into
WhatsApp investment groups. After
gaining their trust through an online
romance or by posing as financial
experts, they promote “high-return,
low-risk” portfolios and persuade
victims to invest through fraudulent
platforms. Some even claim the
platforms use “Artificial Intelligence
Automation,” insisting victims can

Portugal braces for soaring temperatures, ramps up wildfire response

LISBON — The

maximum

profit effortlessly by merely putting
funds in their investment accounts.

According to the statement,
after depositing and operating funds
as instructed by the scammers, most
victims were directed to transfer
money to multiple Hong Kong bank
accounts under different names.
While the fake platform displayed
artificially  inflated returns to
entice further investments, victims
discovered the fraud only when they
were unable to withdraw funds - by
which time they were either blocked
or additional ‘“fees,” had been
demanded resulting in devastating
financial losses.

The names of fraudulent com-
munication groups, fake applica-
tions, and platforms recently used by
scammers are: INSTINET #55
Jé, INSTINET ARiR/GE%, mslok
% SRR, INSTINET 2 AESEAT
#, K5 ZHEE, TP-ROBOT and
GC TRADE PRO.

Also, fraudulent investment
apps such as: INST-SI, INST-SIKK,
AOT-SIGEMA and TOKEN-
POCKET are used.

The fraudulent fake investment
platforms such as: CITIC Securities
Company Limited, £} % /2 7 (Douy-

in combating wildfires, with all
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This undated handout poster was provided by the Judiciary Police (PJ).

ingongyi) and Junsheng Department
Store Co. Ltd. are also used. m
*According to Wikipedia, A pig
butchering scam (F ¥tk translated as
the killing pig game) is a type of online

minister as saying that “We are

scam where the victim is encouraged
to  make increasing  financial
contributions over a long period,
usually in the form of cryptocurrency.
Such scams are commonplace on
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Remove stagnant
water regularly
to prevent dengue
and chikungunya fever
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social media and dating apps, and
ofien involve elements of catfishing,
investment fraud and romance scams.
The scammer builds trust with the
victim through online communication,
subsequently persuading them to
invest in a fraudulent cryptocurrency
scheme. The  “butchering”  or
“slaughtering” of the victim transpires
when their assets or funds are stolen.
Perpetrators are typically victims
of a fraud factory, where they are
lured to travel internationally under
false pretences, trafficked to another
location, and forced to commit the
fraud by organised crime gangs.

igms

temperature will rise again over the
weekend across most of mainland
Portugal, potentially reaching 43
degrees Celsius in the southern
interior and in the Tejo and Douro
valleys, according to the Portuguese
Institute for Sea and Atmosphere.
The soaring temperatures have
significantly increased the risk of wild-
fires. The National Authority for Emer-
gency and Civil Protection reported on
its website that, as of yesterday noon,
54 wildfires remained active across
Portugal. A total of 2,253 firefighters,
721 vehicles, and three aircraft were
deployed to combat the flames.
Interior Minister Maria Lucia
Amaral said that Portugal is
mounting its “greatest effort so far”

available resources mobilized.

Forest fires have consumed
nearly 42,000 hectares in Portugal
this year, eight times more than in
the same period in last year and
the highest figure since 2022, the
Integrated Rural Fire Management
System (SGIFR) said on Tuesday.

Statistics from SGIFR indicate
that since January 1, there have been
5,211 recorded fires that burned a
total of 41,644 hectares.

More than half of the burned
area was consumed by flames in less
than two weeks since July 26, and
compared to the same period in last
year, the number of fires has nearly
doubled, according to SGIFR.

Lusa News Agency quoted the

using all available means within our
capacity, even though resources are
always limited. What we have in
place represents the greatest effort
made so far in fighting forest fires.”
She stressed that the government’s
top priority is to prevent the situation
from worsening. “Our foremost duty is
to ensure the situation does not become
more difficult. We are fully focused
on fighting the fires to protect lives
and property. To that end, we have
mobilized every available resource.”
Amaral noted that Portugal
currently has 72 firefighting aircraft
operational, with coordination between
the National Authority for Emergency
and Civil Protection, the Air Force, and
the Ministry of Defense. — Xinhua
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Tourists try to shield themselves from the sun as they queue to visit
Jeronimos Monastery in the Belem district of Lisbon yesterday.

- AFP
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Mainland aims to achieve
breakthroughs in brain-computer
interface technology by 2027

Multiple authorities have jointly issued a set of guidelines
aimed at promoting the innovative development of the brain-
computer interface (BCI) industry. —Storyonp. 5
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Thai prosecutors indict 23 over
quake skyscraper collapse

Thai prosecutors indicted 23 people and firms yesterday,
in a case linked to the deadly collapse of a Bangkok high-rise
in an earthquake.

— Story onp. 7

e0ccc0000cc000000000000

Israeli minister vows ‘return’ to
evacuated West Bank settlement

An Israeli minister announced on Thursday plans to
rebuild Sa-Nur, a settlement in the occupied West Bank that
was evacuated two decades ago, as the far right spearheads a
major settlement expansion push. — Story on p. 8
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Sam vows
govt’s organisational
restructuring
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This undated handout photo released by the Macau Government Information Bureau
(GCS) yesterday shows Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai addressing a recent meeting of
the Leadership Group for Public Administration Reform at Government Headquarters.

Tony Wong

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
underlined that his government is
steadily carrying out its campaign
to review and restructure its
organisational structure, including
more clearly defining the functions
and duties of wvarious public
entities, while also advancing the
“refined management” of its human
and public resources, according
to a statement by the Macau
Government Information Bureau
(GCS) yesterday.

Sam made the remarks during the
second meeting of the Leadership
Group for Public Administration
Reform  “held  recently”  at
Government Headquarters. The
GCS statement did not mention
when exactly the meeting was held.

Sam set up the group, which he
chairs, in February this year.

According to the statement, the
meeting covered topics related to
various aspects of public entities
such as their functions and duties,
organisational streamlining, staffing
control, staff transfer and redeploy-
ment, as well as the development of
their IT systems.

Sam underlined during the
meeting that plans for public
administration reform must be

pragmatic and realistic, capable of
addressing Macau’s socioeconomic
development needs, the statement
said.

In terms of organisational
structure, Sam said, it is necessary to

set upper limits for different public
entities’ organisational scales, review
the allocation of their functions and
duties, and merge any public entities
with overlapping responsibilities.

Regarding staffing control,
Sam said, improvements should
focus on standardising job scopes,
exploring cross-career promotion
mechanisms, setting benchmarks
for staffing levels at all ranks.

According to the statement, Sam
said that the Public Administration
and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP)
must, in accordance with the
directions set by the leadership
group, strengthen cooperation with
the Commission of Audit (CA) in
jointly advancing different public
entities’ organisational streamlining
and the optimisation of their staffing
structures.

Moreover, Sam said, public
entities’ procurement mechanisms
must be improved with the aim of
ensuring the rational use of public
resources.

According to the statement,
Sam also said that on the premise
of avoiding disruption to daily
operations, all public entities should
gradually improve their IT systems
with the aim of enhancing their risk-
prevention capabilities.

The meeting was attended by
Sam’s five policy secretaries, his
chief-of-cabinet Chan Kak, and
Public Administration and Civil
Service Bureau (SAFP) Director
Leong Weng In. m
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Macau Weather

VERY HOT.

FINE APART FROM CLOUDY
PERIODS.

FORCE 2 TO 3 SOUTH TO
SOUTHWESTERLY WINDS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL
RANGE BETWEEN 60% AND 95%.

Source: SMG |
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Sam vows strengthened cooperation

Tony Wong

Chief Executive Sam Hou
Fai met with Shanghai Mayor
Gong Zheng at Government
Headquarters yesterday where the
two sides exchanged views on key
areas and projects for strengthened
cooperation between Shanghai and
Macau, as well as on jointly serving
the nation’s overall development
strategy, the Macau Government
Information Bureau (GCS) said in
a statement last night.

Welcoming Gong and members
of his delegation to Macau
during yesterday’s meeting, Sam
expressed gratitude to Shanghai for
its close attention to the Shanghai-
Macau cooperation and its strong
support for Macau’s development.

Accordingtothestatement, Sam
noted that Macau and Shanghai,
as core cities of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay
Area and the Yangtze River Delta
city cluster respectively, have long
maintained close interactions and
a solid foundation for cooperation.

Sam said that Macau possesses
the unique advantage brought
about by the backing of the
motherland and its connection to
the world. As a business service
platform between China and
Portuguese-speaking  countries,
Sam said, Macau features an
extensive international network
and a good business environment.

with Shanghai
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Sam also said that Shanghai,
as an international financial and
technological innovation hub, has
strongscientificresearch capabilities,
a well-developed industrial chain,
and global influence.

Sam said that with the central
authorities’ support, both Shanghai
and Macau will embrace greater
development opportunities, adding
he expects the two sides to seize
the opportunities, to continue com-
plementing each other’s strengths,
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Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (right) shakes hands with Shanghai Mayor Gong
Zheng at Government Headquarters in Nam Van yesterday.

- Photo: GCS

and to advance cooperation with
the aim of making new achieve-
ments, so that the two cities can
jointly make greater contributions
to the nation’s overall develop-
ment.

Meanwhile, after the meeting
between Sam and Gong, officials
from the two cities signed a
number of memoranda aiming
to strengthen Shanghai-Macau
cooperation in various fields,
according to the statement. B
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Driver & passengers in bar before fatal car crash: police
Post-mortem results to confirm whether driver had been drinking

Staff Reporter

The Public Security Police
(PSP) yesterday announced follow-
up details of Monday’s fatal car
crash that killed the driver and
three passengers with the other
three passengers critically injured,
confirming that all seven spent time
at a bar in Nape for about four hours
before the driver gave the other six a
lift, and alcohol was detected in the
bloodstreams of the three injured.

PSP spokeswoman Lai In
Hong announced the details during
yesterday’s regular police press
conference.

Lai said that the three injured
were still in a critical condition at
the time of yesterday afternoon’s
press conference.

According to previous PSP
statements on Monday, the accident
occurred at 6 a.m. that morning
when the car was travelling on
Avenida da Amizade in the direction
of the north of the peninsula. The
car crashed into the roadside barrier
when travelling past the reservoir,
near the Outer Harbour Ferry

Terminal and the Macau Grand Prix
Building, knocking down a section
of the barrier and a road sign there.

The five-seater car was
overloaded as it had six passengers.

On Monday, the police identified
the deceased driver as a 20-year-
old woman and the three deceased
passengers as a 19-year-old man
and two 20-year-old men.

The three critically injured
passengers comprise two males and
one female.

All seven are local residents,
aged between 19 and 21.

During  yesterday’s  press
conference, Lai said the police
confirmed that the car knocked
down 17 barriers at the scene. When
firefighters and paramedics arrived
at the scene, Lai said, all seven were
unconscious, with five of them in
the back seat.

According to Lai, the driver
was pronounced dead at hospital at
7:05 a.m., while the three deceased
passengers were pronounced
dead at 6:33 a.m., 6:56 a.m. and
8:33 p.m.

Police arrest 2 mainlanders
for casino loansharking

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ)
arrested two men from the
mainland on  Tuesday for
engaging in casino loansharking
activities, PJ spokesman Cheong
Un Hong said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the
suspects as a 4l-year-old man
surnamed Wu and a 36-year-old
man surnamed Li, who both told
the police that they were jobless.

According to Cheong, at
11:58 p.m. on Tuesday, Judiciary
Police officers conducting an anti-
crime patrol inside a casino in
Zape observed two men, Wu and
Li taking chips from a gambler
at a baccarat table. The officers
immediately detained all three
individuals for investigation and
determined the incident involved
engaging in casino loansharking
activities.

Cheong said that, the
investigation revealed that the
victim had exhausted their
gambling funds by 8 p.m. that
evening and  subsequently
contacted via WeChat a man they
had met days earlier to arrange
a loan. Wu, and the man arrived
outside the casino offering a
HK$30,000 loan wunder the
following terms: the money was
restricted to baccarat games, with
HK$3,000 deducted per round as
upfront interest and 20 percent of
any winnings taken as additional
interest, and the gambler had to
sign an IOU.

After the victim agreed, Wu and
the unidentified man escorted the
gambler to the casino to meet Li,
who took the victim into the toilets
to sign an IOU which Li kept. Li

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman,

Cheong Un Hong, looks on during

yesterday’s regular press conference.
- Photo: Armindo Neves

then handed over HK$30,000
in chips to the victim, deducting
HKS$3,000 upfront as interest.
During the gambling, Li collected
interest while Wu was monitoring
the victim. By 11:58 p.m., the
victim had only HKS$9,000 in
chips left and Li had already taken
HK$5,000 as interest.

The remaining HK$9,000
in chips from the victim and
HK$2,505 in cash and chips and
two mobile phones were seized
from Wu and Li, along with the
incriminating IOU.

It was suspected that the
unidentified man, who was still
at large at the time of the press
conference, had the rest of the
chips and cash.

Wu and Li were transferred
to the Public Prosecutions Office
(MP) on Wednesday, facing
charges of usury, the Judiciary
Police were still looking for the
other suspect. B
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Public Security Police (PSP) spokeswoman Lai In Hong looks on during yesterday’s

regular police press conference.

Lai said that alcohol was detected
in the bloodstreams of the three
injured passengers. She said that
whether the driver was also drunk will
need to be confirmed by the findings
of a post-mortem examination.

Lai said that while bar records
showed that the seven had bought

- Photo: Armindo Neves

alcoholic drinks, its CCTV footage
did not clearly indicate whether the
driver had drunk alcohol there.
After scrutinising the police
forces’ citywide CCTV camera
system and the bar’s CCTV footage,
Lai said, the police confirmed that
the seven entered the bar together

shortly after 2 a.m. on Monday.
Shortly before 6 a.m., Lai said, the
seven left the bar, when they all got
in the car together.

The police said on Monday that
the car had been parked in a street
parking space on Rua de Bruxelas in
Nape, and was driven along Avenida
da Amizade in Zape from Avenida
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in Nape via the
flyover outside the Fisherman’s
Wharf  entertainment complex,
before it crashed into the roadside
barrier outside the reservoir.

Lai also said yesterday that the
car was owned by a family member
of the deceased driver.

Lai declined to reveal more
personal details of the seven, but said
that “none of them were employed”.

Lai said that the police have
transferred the case to the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP) for further
investigation, with the submitted
pieces of evidence including the
footage of the road network CCTV
camera system, the bar’s CCTV
footage, and the footage of the car’s
dashboard camera. ®

Local man falls for compensated dating scam

Armindo Neves

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman
Cheong Un Hong announced
at a regular press conference

yesterday that a local man fell for a
compensated dating scam.

On Wednesday at 12 p.m.,
a local man met an unidentified
woman through social platform
X (formerly Twitter), and on her
behest later switched to Telegram

to continue their conversation.
During their chats, he learnt that she
allegedly offered sexual services.
After negotiating the “service fee,”
the scammer insisted on receiving a
deposit before meeting to provide
the services.

The wvictim, according to
Cheong, convinced by the scammer,
purchased eight game gift cards
totalling 3,000 patacas and sent the

redemption details to the fraudster.
After this “service fee” payment, the
scammer demanded an additional
30,000 patacas as “‘security,”
threatening to send someone to
“kill” the victim if he didn’t pay.

Fearing continued extortion
the victim reported the case to the
Judicial Police, seeking legal action
against the perpetrator, Cheong
said.

UM hosts 2025 Health Sciences Summer Camp

Khalel Vallo

The Faculty of Health Sciences
(FHS) at the University of Macau
(UM) hosted the 2025 Health
Sciences Summer Camp last week,
welcoming over 80 outstanding
students from 19 top-tier mainland
Chinese universities to foster and
stimulate participants’ interest in
academic exchange and research,
according to a UM statement.

According to the statement, the
camp was held in two phases to
promote collaboration and broaden
students’ exposure to biomedical
research.

The first phase welcomed
around 50 participants from partner
institutions such as Beijing Normal
University and Zhejiang University,
while the second phase selected 30
students from nearly 200 applicants
across renowned institutions like
Sun Yat-sen University and Wuhan
University, the statement highlighted.

The statement said that during the
opening ceremony, FHS Dean Deng,
aka Deng Chuxia, encouraged students
to pursue knowledge with curiosity
and purpose, highlighting the camp as
a platform for academic growth.

Meanwhile, the  statement
added that FHS Associate Dean
Shen Hanming and Assistant Dean
Di Lijun presented the faculty’s
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This undated handout photo provided by the University of Macau (UM) shows
participants of the Health Sciences Summer Camp for Outstanding Students of
Mainland Universities 2025 being shown a model of the UM campus.

academic and research strengths,
while Assistant Professor Chen
Qiang outlined the camp schedule, as
well as representatives from the UM
Graduate School also introducing

postgraduate  programmes and
application procedures.

Throughout the camp,
students  participated in lab
visits, faculty discussions, and
cultural activities, with several

expressing strong interest in UM’s
research environment. According
to Zhang Hengxi from Zhejiang

University and Sun Zhaochu from
Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
the experience influenced their
academic aspirations and interest in
applying to UM for further studies,
the statement noted.

The statement concluded that
during the closing ceremony, FHS
Associate Deans Shen Hanming
and Xu Renhe presented completion
certificates and encouraged students
to continue striving for excellence
and consider UM for postgraduate
education. m
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Khalel Vallo

The main exhibition for Art Macao: Macao International Art Biennale 2025 explores
identity and global complexity through 80 contemporary mixed-media works by 46
artists from 13 countries and regions, according to the official Art Macao website.

According to the website, the exhibition centres on the question “Hey, what brings
you here?” using it as a lens to examine Macau’s local history and memory. This
thematic approach also raises deeper reflections such as “Who am I? Where do I come
from? Where am I going?”, offering visitors a path of introspection.

The website noted that a total of 46 artists from countries and regions including
mainland China, Macau, Hong Kong, China’s Taiwan region, Germany, India, Iran,
Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal Singapore, South Korea, the United

Your trusted source for real news

Photos taken yesterday show exhibits of the main exhibition of Art
Macao 2025 at the Museum of Art in Nape. - Photo: Khalel Vallo

Art Macao 2025’s main exhibition titled
‘Hey, what brings you here?

Kingdom and the United States contributed to the exhibition. The website highlighted
that their works span various media, including paintings, sculptures, installations,
videos, photography, and artificial intelligence (AI).

The website stated that the curator Feng Boyi, has designed the exhibition
layout with specially titled zones, incorporating unconventional areas and spatial
intersections. The arrangement aims to form a tunnel that transcends time and
borders, allowing the audience to engage with a diverse range of global and local
cultural expressions.

The exhibits for “Hey, what brings you here?” are on display at the Macao Museum
of Art (MAM) in the Cultural Centre (CCM) in Nape until October 19, with free
admission from Tuesday to Sunday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

FRIDAY August 8, 2025
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Authority launches Level-IV
emergency response to flooding
in Inner Mongolia

BEIJING — The national
commission for disaster prevention,
reduction and relief yesterday
initiated a Level-IV emergency
response to address severe flooding
in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, according to the Ministry
of Emergency Management.

A specialized team has been
deployed to the affected areas to
assist local relief operations, with
particular focus on ensuring basic
livelihoods for impacted residents.

In a coordinated effort, the
commission partnered with
the Ministry of Emergency
Management and the National
Food and Strategic Reserves
Administration to distribute 47,400
units of central relief supplies

yesterday. The aid package includes
tents, folding beds, blankets and
winter clothing to support disaster
rescue and relocation efforts in the
region.

The National Development and
Reform Commission has allocated
80 million yuan (about US11.21
millions) from the central budget
to support emergency recovery
efforts following the floods in Inner
Mongolia.

The funds will focus on
restoring damaged water supply
and transport systems, schools,
and other infrastructure and public
service facilities in affected areas,
accelerating the return to normal
production and daily life, the
commission said. — Xinhua

Mainland aims to achieve
breakthroughs in brain-computer
interface technology by 2027

BEIJING — Multiple authorities
have jointly issued a set of guidelines
aimed at promoting the innovative
development of the brain-computer
interface (BCI) industry.

The country seeks to achieve
key technological breakthroughs
in the industry by 2027, alongside
the establishment of advanced
technology, industry and standards
systems, according to the guidelines,
which were released by several state
organs including the Ministry of
Industry and Information Technology
and the National Development and
Reform Commission.

BCI technology enables
interaction between biological and
machine intelligence by building
information  channels  between
the human brain and machines,
exemplifying the integration of

the life sciences and information
technology.

Specifically, the guidelines call
for the accelerated adoption of BCI
products across sectors such as
industrial manufacturing, health care
and consumption by 2027, and for
the development of new scenarios,
business models and formats.

By 2030, the country should
strengthen its BCI  innovation
capabilities significantly, establish a
safe and reliable industrial ecosystem,
and cultivate two to three globally
influential  leading  enterprises,
according to the guidelines.

They also outline an array of key
tasks, including the advancement
of basic hardware and software
research, and achieving significant
progress in the development of BCI
chips. —AFP

S&P Global Ratings’ affirmation
of China outlook reflects
recognition of country’s

economic resilience

BEIJING -- China’s Ministry of
Finance yesterday that S&P Global
Ratings’ latest report affirming a
positive rating and stable outlook on
China showed the rating agency’s
recognition of the country’s
economic resilience and prospects.

S&P Global Ratings yesterday
maintained an “A+” rating and
“stable” outlook for China’s
sovereign credit.

Commenting on the rating
agency’s decision, the ministry said in
a statement that the report shows high
recognition of the resilience of China’s
economic growth and the effectiveness
of its debt management, reflecting the
agency’s confidence in its positive
outlook on China’s economy.

In the first half of the year, major
indicators of China’s economy
performed better than expected, and
the economy demonstrated strong

vitality and resilience as the Chinese
government responded proactively
to the rapidly changing external
environment by implementing a series
of coordinated policies, according to
an official of the ministry.

In the second half of the
year, China will strive to achieve
its annual economic and social
development goals by continuing
to strengthen macro policies, and it
will intensify them at an appropriate
time while maintaining policy
continuity and stability.

From a long-term perspective,
China’s economy boasts a solid
foundation, multiple advantages,
strong resilience and huge potential,
the official said, adding that
China’s stable economic growth
will continue to contribute to the
development of the world economy.

— Xinhua
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State Council oversees
probe into Xinjiang suspension
bridge accident

BEIJING — The Office of the
Work Safety Commission under
the State Council has set up a
working group to guide on-site
response and investigation into
a suspension bridge accident in
Xinjiang  Uygur  Autonomous
Region, which left five dead and 24
injured, the Ministry of Emergency
Management said yesterday.

The working group, formed by
the office in conjunction with the

Ministry of Culture and Tourism
and the National Forestry and
Grassland Administration, was
dispatched to the scene of the
accident in northern Xinjiang’s Ili
Kazak Autonomous Prefecture.
The accident occurred at
6:18 p.m. on Wednesday in
Zhaosu County of Ili, when one
of the bridge’s suspension cables
snapped, causing the bridge deck
to tilt. A total of 29 people fell from

the bridge.

The team will offer guidance
to the local authorities on the
treatment of the injured and the
accident investigation.

Relevant parties have been
urged to draw lessons from the
accident, promptly determine
its cause, and strengthen safety
oversight measures to resolutely
prevent similar accidents in the
future. — Xinhua

Mainland allocates 430 million yuan for natural
disaster response work

BEIJING -~ The mainland
yesterday allocated 430 million
yuan (about US460.27 million) from
its central natural disaster relief fund
to aid flood and geological disaster-
stricken regions.

The emergency funds, jointly
issued by the Ministry of Finance
and the Ministry of Emergency
Management, were distributed to
five regions: Beijing, Hebei, Inner
Mongolia, Guangdong and Guangxi.

The allocation will primarily
support Beijing and Hebei in
relocating  affected  residents,
providing temporary living
assistance, and rebuilding damaged
homes.

For the remaining three regions,
the funds will facilitate emergency
response operations and secondary
disaster prevention measures.

— Xinhua
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Staff members transfer citizens at an intersection in Zhengzhou, central province

of Henan, yesterday. Zhengzhou was hit by heavy rainfall yesterday.

- Xinhua

Beijing reports decrease in foreign exchange

BEIJING — The nation’s
foreign exchange reserves totaled
US$3.2922 trillion at the end
of July 2025, which was down
US$25.2 billion — or 0.76 percent —
from the end of June, official data
showed yesterday.

The US dollar index rose
last month while global financial
asset prices saw both rises and
falls, impacted by factors such

reserves in July

as the macroeconomic data,
monetary policies and economic
outlooks of major economies, the
State Administration of Foreign
Exchange said in a statement.

The decline in mainland
China’s foreign exchange reserves
was due to the combined effect
of exchange rate conversions
and asset price fluctuations, the
administration said.

The fundamentals and basic
trend of the country’s long-term
economic development remain
unchanged, underpinned by a solid
foundation, multiple advantages,
strong resilience and vast potential.
These factors help maintain the
overall stability of the country’s

foreign exchange reserves,
according to the administration.
— Xinhua

Nation completes its first manned lunar lander
landing, takeoff test

HUAILAI — Mainland China
yesterday announced that it
has successfully completed a
comprehensive landing and takeoff
test for its manned lunar lander at a
test site in Huailai County, Hebei
Province.

The test, completed on
Wednesday, represents a key step in
the development of mainland China’s
manned lunar exploration program,
and also marks the first time that a has
carried out a test of extraterrestrial
landing and takeoff capabilities of
a manned spacecraft, the China
Manned Space Agency said.

The lunar lander, named
Lanyue, which means embracing
the moon, consists of both a
landing module and a propulsion
module. It is a newly developed
spacecraft designed to support
crewed missions to and from the
moon.

It will be used to transport
two taikonauts between the lunar
orbit and the lunar surface —
and will carry a lunar rover and
other scientific payloads. After
landing, the lander will serve as
a life-support center, an energy
center and a data center, offering

assistance and serving as a base for
the taikonauts’ stay and activities
on the moon’s surface.

Noting that the test was
complex with a long cycle and
technical challenges, the space
agency said the success represents
a breakthrough in research and
development in terms of mainland
China’s manned lunar exploration
program.

Mainland China aims to
land its astronauts on the moon
before 2030, with the purpose of
conducting scientific exploration.

— Xinhua
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China exports top forecasts as EU,
ASEAN shipments offset US drop

Isabel Kua and Peter Catterall

BEIJING — China’s exports rose
more than expected last month, with
official data yesterday showing a
jump in shipments to the European
Union and other markets offset a
drop in those to the United States.

The figures come as Beijing and
Washington navigate a shaky trade
war truce and will provide a boost
to the country’s leaders as they
look to kickstart an economy beset
by weak domestic consumption.

The reading showed that
exports jumped 7.2 percent in July,
an improvement on the previous
month and much better than the
5.6 percent forecast in a survey of
economists by Bloomberg.

The report revealed that US-
bound goods sank 21.7 percent
year-on-year as Donald Trump’s
levies — while down from the eye-
watering levels initially announced
—kicked in.

However, exports to the
European Union jumped 9.2
percent and those to the Association
of Southeast Asian nations rose
16.6 percent.

Southeast Asia and China
have deeply interwoven supply
chains and Washington has long
accused Chinese manufacturers of
“transshipping” — having products
pass through a country to avoid
harsher trade barriers elsewhere.

In another welcome signal
for China’s leaders, imports — a
key gauge of struggling domestic
demand — jumped 4.1 percent
on-year in July, compared with
a Bloomberg forecast of a one-
percent fall.

Zhiwei Zhang, president and
chief economist at Pinpoint Asset
Management, said the data showed
“exports supported the economy
strongly so far this year”.

“Export growth may slow
in coming months, as the front
loading of exports due to US tariffs
fades away,” he said.

“The big question is how much
China’s exports will slow and how
it would spill over to the rest of the
economy,” he said.

China welcomes understanding between Cambodia,
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province of Jiangsuyesterday.

Beijing has set an official goal
of around five percent growth this
year.

But it has struggled to maintain
a strong economic recovery from
the pandemic, as it fights a debt
crisis in its massive property sector,
chronically low consumption and
elevated youth unemployment.

Further US talks

Factory output shrank more
than expected in July, data showed
last week, logging its fourth
straight month of contraction in
a further sign that trade tensions
were hitting the export-dependent
economy.

But the economic superpowers
are working to reach a deal to
lower trade tensions.

The two hammered out a 90-
day truce in May, and last month in
Stockholm agreed to hold further
talks on extending the ceasefire
past an Tuesday deadline.

That pact has temporarily set
fresh US duties on Chinese goods
at 30 percent, while Beijing’s levies
on US products stand at 10 percent.

US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer said following
the Stockholm talks that Trump
would have the “final say” on any

This aerial picture shows a container ship at a port in Lianyungang, eastern
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extension of a tariffs truce.

Higher tariffs on dozens of
trading partners — including a
blistering 35 percent on Canada
— also came into force yesterday
as Trump seeks to reshape global
trade to benefit the US economy.

China’s dominance in the
critical field of rare earths has also
been a key point of contention with
Washington, and Beijing’s recent
restrictions on their export have
sounded alarm bells at factories in
the United States and elsewhere.

Official data showed yesterday
that Chinese exports of the
elements receded last month from
a June spike, though they remained
high compared to recent years.

Analysts say China’s trade will
face significant hurdles in the latter
half of the year as uncertainties
linger.

“Exports look set to remain
under pressure in the near-term,”
wrote Zichun Huang, China
Economist at Capital Economics,
in a note yesterday.

And while “import growth
surprised in July, this may reflect
inventory building for certain
commodities rather than a wider
pick-up in domestic demand”, she
added. —AFP

Thailand on implementation arrangements,
monitoring mechanism of ceasefire: Chinese FM

BEIJING — China welcomes
theunderstanding reached between
Cambodia and Thailand on the
implementation arrangements,
monitoring  mechanism  and
follow-up matters of the ceasefire,
a Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson said yesterday.

The spokesperson made the
remarks in response to a media
query after the Extraordinary
Meeting of the Cambodia-Thailand
General Border Committee (GBC)
was held in Malaysia.

According to the understanding
reached between Cambodian and
Thai leaders in Kuala Lumpur on

July 28, Cambodia and Thailand
heldan extraordinary GBC meeting
and reached understanding on the
implementation arrangements,
monitoring  mechanism  and
follow-up matters of the ceasefire,
laying the foundation for
realizing an effective ceasefire
and cementing lasting peace
between the two sides, said the
spokesperson. “China welcomes
this,” the spokesperson added.
Noting that the situation
along the Cambodia-Thailand
border continues to deescalate,
the spokesperson said this
fully proves that dialogue and

consultation is the right way to
resolve disputes.

“China upholds a just and
fair position, supports Cambodia
and Thailand in enhancing
communication and resolving
differences properly, supports
advancing political settlement
through the ASEAN Way, and
is ready to continue playing a
constructive role for the peaceful
settlement of the border disputes
between Cambodia and Thailand,”
the spokesperson said.

— Xinhua

More on  Thailand  and
Cambodia on page 7
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China opposes US politicizing,
weaponizing tech, trade issues:
FM spokesperson

BEIJING -- China opposes the
United States’ act of politicizing and
weaponizing tech and trade issues,
foreign ministry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun said yesterday.

Guo’s remarks came after the
US Justice Department said that two
Chinese nationals were charged with
sending advanced Al chips made by
Nvidia to China in violation of US

export restrictions.

“China  opposes the US
politicizing tech and trade issues
and using them as weapons to
maliciously blockade and go after
China. The United States should
carnestly protect the legitimate
and lawful rights and interests of
Chinese nationals,” Guo said.

— Xinhua

Public backlash grows in Taiwan
over DPP’s failed policy of blind
reliance on US

TAIPEI/BEIJING — Concerns
are mounting across Taiwan as
a US-imposed 20-percent tariff
took effect yesterday, with many
criticizing the island’s leader, Lai
Ching-te, for his failed policy of
over-reliance on the United States,
one that has ultimately undermined
Taiwan’s interests.

Taiwan’s  financial — markets
experienced immediate turmoil
last Friday, shortly after the US
announcement. An online poll by Yahoo
Kimo, a major local portal, found
that over 80 percent of respondents
were unhappy with the outcome.

“The US tariff policy is a harsh
slap in the face to the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) for its
misguided belief in relying on US
support for its separatist agenda,” said
Zhu Songling, a professor of Taiwan
studies at Beijing Union University.
“It’s a textbook example of how
Washington treats its pawns: useful
when needed, disposable when not.”

Lai’s social media pages were
flooded with angry comments,
which accused him of prioritizing
political intrigues over people’s
livelihoods,  deepening  social
divisions, and even “selling Taiwan
to the United States.”

Lin Por-fong, chairman of the
influential Third Wednesday Club,
warned that the tariff will severely
damage Taiwan’s competitiveness.

Lin urged the DPP authorities to
quickly implement effective policies
to stabilize the economy and to fully
disclose the details of any agreements

with the United States.

An editorial by United Daily News
said Taiwan is now “paying the price”
for its trade policy that shifts away
from the Chinese mainland market.

Echoing this concern, Hsu
Shih-hsun, former professor at
the Department of Agricultural
Economics, Taiwan University,
warned that over-reliance on the
United States has left Taiwan with
no leverage in negotiations.

He called on the authorities to
reassess their trade strategy and restore
economic ties with the mainland.

Observers say the latest
development in the US trade dispute
has deepened public discontent in
Taiwan with separatism-minded
leader Lai Ching-te and his DPP,
which suffered a major political
setback last month when arecall vote
targeting 24 opposition lawmakers
ended in complete failure.

Zhunoted thatthe DPPis pushing
Taiwan toward a dangerous brink of
internal political polarization and
potential military confrontation
with the mainland.

“True security and prosperity
for Taiwan can only be achieved
by upholding national reunification
and by advancing integration across
all fields between the two sides of
the Taiwan Strait,” said Zhu.

For the sake of the island’s
interests, the Taiwan authorities
should prioritize peaceful
development and economic
integration with the mainland, he
added. — Xinhua

Mainland’s phased free preschool
education to benefit 12 million
people this autumn semester

BEINING — The mainland’s
phased free preschool education
policy will cover all children in
their final year of kindergarten
nationwide, benefiting around 12
million people this autumn semester,
a Ministry of Finance official said at
a press briefing yesterday.

The policy is expected to save
household spending by about 20
billion yuan (about US$2.8 billion)
in this autumn semester alone, Vice
Minister of Finance Guo Tingting said.

The exempted fees will be
covered jointly by central and
local government, with the central

government bearing the lion’s
share, Guo said, adding that central
and western regions will receive
greater support.

The official also noted that the
country will improve the policy in
due course to ensure more children
can benefit.

The mainland announced the
phased exemption of care and
education fees for children in their
final year of kindergartens on
Tuesday, as part of broader efforts
to reduce the financial burden
of education and enhance public
education services. —AFP




