
Australia’s watchdog says tech 
giants turning ‘blind eye’ to child 
abuse material

Australia’s online watchdog accused tech giants including 

Apple and Google yesterday of “turning a blind eye” to child 

sex abuse material shared on their platforms.    – Story on p. 7

Putin, US special envoy discuss 
Ukraine, bilateral ties: Kremlin aide

Russian President Vladimir Putin and US President 

Donald Trump’s special envoy Steve Witkoff yesterday held 

talks on Ukraine and the prospects for bilateral ties, said 

Russian presidential aide Yury Ushakov.       –  Story on p. 8

Alleged Argentine serial killer 
caught with ‘bones, blood’ at home

Argentine police have arrested an alleged serial killer who 

preyed on homeless people he brought to his home where he 

murdered and dismembered them, officials said.
 – Story on p. 9 
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Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

arrested three locals on Tuesday 

for their participation in a criminal 

group engaged in computer fraud 

and document forgery, with a total 

of 3.5 million patacas involved, PJ 

spokesman Cheong Un Hong said 

during a special press conference 

yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspects 
as a 39-year-old businessman 

surnamed Hoi, a 34-year-old male 

Key Opinion Leader (KOL), and a 

38-year-old female clerk surnamed 

Ngan who works for a computer 

company.

According to Lei Chi Wai 

from the Information Technology 

Crimes Division, the police 

received reports between May 

and October 2024 from two local 

banks about merchants processing 

a significant number of suspicious 
overseas credit card transactions via 

contactless payment methods. The 

criminal group exploited illegally 

obtained credit card information 

linked to mobile payment systems, 

conducting fraudulent transactions 

through POS terminals and 

online payments, involving 2,611 

transactions with a total exceeding 

3.5 million patacas. Among these, 

771 transactions were flagged as 
disputed by the issuing banks, 

amounting to 1.18 million patacas.

The police discovered that 

the merchants involved had an 

abnormal surge in transaction 

volume over a short period, with 

expenditure amounts inconsistent 

with the actual prices of goods. The 

credit card data originated from 

the Belarus, France, Indonesia, the 

Middle East, South Africa, Taiwan 

and the United States with some 

cards issued by the same bank, 

indicating that the group was using 

fraudulent transactions for illegal 

cash withdrawals.

Lei noted that Hoi’s POS terminal 

for a car company processed 2,148 

suspicious transactions from April 7 

to 20, 2024, involving 2.65 million 

patacas, with 1 million patacas 

flagged as disputed by the banks. 
The police discovered that Hoi had 

transferred funds to his personal 

account and made various cash 

withdrawals, credit card payments, 

and used the cash for personal 

expenses.

Meanwhile, Lam’s two “murder 

mystery game”* businesses con-

ducted 310 fraudulent transactions 

from August 7 to 13, 2024, amount-

ing to 750,000 patacas, with 113,000 

patacas classified as disputed. Lam 
used 660,000 patacas of the funds 

to purchase and transfer cryptocur-

rency and withdrew 90,000 patacas. 

To evade bank scrutiny, Lam forged 

at least 30 transaction documents.

Moreover, Ngan operated an 

online beauty products store that 

processed 153 fraudulent transactions 

from August 22 to September 2, 

2024, involving 140,000 patacas, 

with 28,000 patacas classified as 
disputed. She transferred all the 

funds to her personal account but 

could not provide shipping records 

for the transactions.

According to Lei, the three 

suspects allegedly used their own 

businesses or online stores to conduct 

fraudulent transactions with illegally 

obtained overseas credit card 

information, defrauding financial 
institutions. The police believed that 

they belong to the same criminal 

group, utilising cryptocurrency and 

cash withdrawals to transfer funds 

while forging documents to conceal 

their activities.

The police separately arrested 

Hoi at his flat in the northern 
district, Lam at his workplace in the 

city centre, and Ngan on Tuesday 

at the Macau airport when she was 

entering Macau. Under questioning, 

all suspects refused to cooperate.

The three suspects were 

transferred to the Public 

Prosecutions Office (MP) yesterday, 
facing charges of computer fraud, 

document forgery, and participation 

in a criminal group. 

*According to Wikipedia, a 
murder mystery game is a type of 
game in which players investigate 
and solve fictitious murders. In 
many variations, a player secretly 
plays as a murderer while the others 
attempt to determine the murderer’s 
identity.

Police bust gang for 3.5 million pataca 
credit card fraud

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded fraud suspects to a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday. 
– Photo: Ada Lei

BEIJING – China’s top 

diplomat Wang Yi said yesterday 

that China is willing to work 

with Brazil to deepen bilateral 

cooperation and leverage the 

stability and complementarity of 

their cooperation to effectively 

offset external uncertainties.

Wang, a member of the Political 

Bureau of the Communist Party 

of China Central Committee and 

director of the Office of the Central 
Commission for Foreign Affairs, 

made the remarks during a phone 

call with Celso Amorim, chief 

advisor to the president of Brazil.

Under the strategic guidance of 

President Xi Jinping and Brazilian 

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, 

China and Brazil have been working 

together to promote the building of 

a community with a shared future 

for a more just world and a more 

sustainable planet, said Wang, 

noting that this reflects the shared 
vision and sense of responsibility of 

the two major developing countries 

in fostering a multipolar world, 

upholding international rules and 

order, and safeguarding global 

fairness and justice.

He stressed that China firmly 
supports Brazil in defending its 

right to development and opposing 

the bullying practices of arbitrary 

tariffs. As the largest developing 

countries in the eastern and western 

hemispheres respectively, China 

and Brazil have always supported 

each other, closely coordinated, 

and firmly safeguarded the 
legitimate interests of their own as 

well as the common interests of the 

Global South countries.

Amorim said that Brazil is 

willing to deepen cooperation with 

China in trade, finance, among other 
areas, and stands ready to work with 

China to improve and advance the 

BRICS mechanism, strengthen 

solidarity and self-reliance among 

the Global South, and uphold 

international fairness and justice.

Exchanging views with the 

Brazilian presidential advisor on 

the Ukraine crisis, Wang called 

on both countries to continue 

maintaining communication and 

make joint efforts to build greater 

consensus within the Global 

South on reaching a ceasefire and 
promoting dialogue through the 

Group of Friends for Peace, so 

as to contribute to the political 

settlement of the crisis.     – Xinhua

China’s top diplomat vows to enhance cooperation with Brazil
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Armindo Neves
The Pharmaceutical Administra-

tion Bureau (ISAF) announced in a 
statement yesterday that they received 
a report from local drugs importers 
about a soft capsule product imported 
from America that was found to have 
black spots on the pills.

The problematic soft capsules 
titled “PRENATAL VITAMIN DHA 
SOFTGELS” produced by “Earth’s 
Creation USA”, were found to 
have black spots on the pills. As a 
precautionary measure, the drug 
importer has voluntarily recalled 
the affected batch of medications 
that were imported into Macau.

The batch numbers are 22199 
and 32149.

According to the statement, 
the problematic soft capsules are a 
prenatal multinutrient supplement, 
an over-the-counter medication 
used to provide vitamin B, calcium, 

magnesium, and other essential 
vitamins and minerals. According 
to the importer, the implicated batch 
was distributed to the public Conde 
de São Januário Hospital Centre, 
public health centres, polyclinics, 
and community pharmacies.

The bureau has instructed 
pharmacies to halt sales, while 
directing the importer to proceed with 
the recall. All medical institutions and 
clinics must immediately discontinue 
use of the affected batches. The 
bureau will continue investigating the 
product quality issue.

According to the statement, 
the Health Bureau (SSM) had 
stopped issuing the problematic soft 
capsules to the public, residents in 
possession of the affected batches 
of the aforementioned mediation 
may visit designated health centres 
or contracted pharmacy to arrange 
for a replacement. 

Black spots found on imported American 
capsules: Pharma bureau

This undated handout photo provided 
by the Pharmaceutical Administration 
Bureau (ISAF) shows a bottle of the 
problematic soft capsules.

Armindo Neves
Macau Customs Service 

officers raided a parallel-trading 
den in the peninsula’s northern 
district on Monday where they 
seized 500 kilogrammes of frozen 
chicken feet worth around 25,000 
patacas in total.

According to a statement on 
Tuesday, on the afternoon of that 
day the customs officers caught a 
52-year-old local male who ran the 
den and had hired parallel traders to 
smuggle frozen chicken feet from 
Macau to the mainland.

The suspect faces a fine in 
compliance with the relevant 
provisions listed in the External 
Trade Law, the statement said.

Moreover, the statement added, 
the suspect violated the Food Safety 
Law as the supposedly frozen 
chicken feet were actually stored 
merely at room temperature, adding 
that the Macau Customs Service 
has meanwhile transferred the case 
to the Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) for follow-up action.

Gongbei Customs busts 
2 smugglers

Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs 
announced in a statement yesterday 
that its officers nabbed two 
smugglers attempting to smuggle 
644 game discs and game cards into 
the mainland.

On July 24 at 8 p.m., Gongbei 
customs at the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge Zhuhai port 
checkpoint noticed a female traveller 
was walking “strangely” through the 
“Green Channel”, upon inspection 
320 game discs and game cards 
were discovered strapped around 
her thighs. One hour later, customs 
officers noticed a male traveller 
walking “strangely” through 
the “Green Channel” too, upon 
inspection 324 game discs and game 
cards were revealed, also strapped 
around his thighs.

In the statement, Gongbei 
Customs reminded the public that 
according to relevant regulations, 
evading customs supervision by 
hiding or bringing goods subject to 

taxes into the mainland constitutes 
smuggling. If the circumstances 
are severe enough to constitute a 
crime, criminal liability will be 
pursued. 

Macau Customs seizes frozen 
chicken feet worth 25,000 patacas

This handout photo released by the Macau Customs Service on Wednesday shows 
chicken feet stored at room temperature at a parallel trading den in the northern 
district on Wednesday.

This undated handout provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei Custom shows 320 game discs 
and game cards that were seized from a female smuggler.

Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

arrested a Hong Kong man on 
Monday for stealing two luxury 
watches valued at 3.78 million 
yuan (4.25 million patacas) from 
a mainland woman, PJ spokesman 
Cheong Un Hong said during a 
special press conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect 
as a 58-year-old male surnamed 
Chung who claimed to be jobless.

According to Cheong, the 
police received a report on 
May 31 from the mainland 
woman, who operates a luxury 
watch trading business. She told 
the police that the two luxury 
watches were stolen from a safe 
in an empty shop in a shopping 
mall located in the city centre that 
same day.

Cheong noted that at Chung’s 
request, the woman brought the 
two watches to Macau on 31 May 
to meet with a man who wanted 
to purchase them, who was still 
at large at the time of the press 
conference. After meeting the 
man, the victim was taken to the 
shopping mall for the transaction.

Cheong said that the 
man requested the victim to 
temporarily store the watches 
in a locked safe in an empty 
shop, citing safety concerns and 
claiming that the transaction 
would be completed shortly. The 
victim agreed to store the watches 
after the man had shown her a 
bag of “cash containing Hong 
Kong dollars” that he intended to 
use for the purchase. Afterwards, 

the victim accepted the man’s 
invitation to step outside the mall 
for a smoke.

After smoking, the man excused 
himself to go to the toilet and asked 
the victim to wait outside the shop. 
However, the man never returned. 
When the victim went back to the 
shop to check, she found that the 
watches had been stolen from the 
safe and immediately reported the 
case to the police.

Cheong added that after the 
suspect met up with Chung, they 
both left Macau via the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao checkpoint. 
The police intercepted Chung on 
Monday when he was re-entering 
Macau through the same check-
point.

The police identified Chung 
as a co-conspirator of the man. 
They discovered that while the 
victim was away from the shop, 
Chung entered through the back 
door of the mall, opened the 
safe, took the watches, and then 
escaped. Meanwhile, the man 
who had pretended to go to the 
toilet, collected a bag, and fled 
the mall, discarding the bag at a 
nearby rubbish station. The police 
later recovered the bag, which 
contained 3,998 counterfeit 
“practice vouchers,” each valued 
at HK$1,000, confirming it as the 
“cash” the suspect had previously 
shown to the victim.

Under questioning, Chung 
refused to cooperate.

Chung was transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
yesterday, facing a theft charge. 

Police nab Hong Kong 
man for stealing 2 watches 

worth 3.78 million yuan

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded theft suspect to a PJ van 
outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.   – Photo: Ada Lei



THURSDAY August 7, 2025 The Macau Post Daily 3Your trusted source for real news 
MACAU

Khalel Vallo
Doctoral student Li Yanfeng’s 

innovative algorithm earnt 
recognition at one of the world’s 
most prestigious computer vision 
conferences, according to a MPU 
statement yesterday.

The statement said that a 
research project by Li, a PhD student 
in Applied Computer Technology of 
the Faculty of Applied Sciences of 
the Macao Polytechnic University 
(FCA-MPU), was selected for 
presentation at the conference 
on Computer Vision and Pattern 
Recognition (CVPR), a globally 
renowned academic event in the 
field of artificial intelligence (AI) 
and computer vision.

The study, conducted in 
collaboration with MPU faculty and 
scholars from mainland Chinese 
institutions, introduces “MoEdit”, 
a novel algorithm that overcomes 
major challenges in multi-object 
image editing, the statement added.

The research team, including 
Prof. Chan Ka Hou, Assistant Prof. 
Sun Yue, Coordinating Prof. Lam 
Chan Tong, and Adjunct Prof. Tan 
Tao, in partnership with researchers 
from Shanghai Jiao Tong University, 
Fuzhou University, the Greater Bay 
University, and Sichuan University, 
developed two core modules: 

FeCom (Feature Compensation) 
and QTTN (Quantity Attention), 
which, according to the statement, 
enable MoEdit to preserve the 
unique features of each object in a 
complex image while maintaining 
overall scene coherence without 
relying on external tools like masks 
or bounding boxes.

The statement highlighted that 
MoEdit delivers an outstanding 
performance across a range of image 
editing tasks such as style transfer, 
object reshaping, and background 
reconstruction. Its real-world potential 

spans digital media production, 
e-commerce, and intelligent image 
processing - offering a powerful and 
user-friendly tool for content creators 
and designers.

CVPR, hosted by the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
(IEEE), is ranked among the top-
tier AI conferences worldwide. 
MPU’s participation reaffirms the 
university’s growing capabilities in 
high-impact AI research, particularly 
in smart visual technologies 
with real-world applications, the 
statement concluded. 

UPM PhD student’s research results presented 
at leading computer vision conference

This undated handout photo provided by the Macao Polytechnic University (MPU) 
shows Li Yanfeng, PhD student in Applied Computer Technology at the Faculty of 
Applied Sciences, presenting an innovative image editing algorithm “MoEdit” for the 
2025 Conference of the Computer Vision and Pattern Recognition (CVPR ).

Ada Lei
A female non-resident worker 

(NRW) from Indonesia was arrested 
on Tuesday for drug trafficking, 
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Un Hong said during a 
special press conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect 
as a 38-year-old domestic helper 
surnamed Yulianti.

According to Division Chief 
Sub-inspector Lau Weng Kun from 
the Special Investigation Division 
(DIESP), based on intelligence from 
the Hong Kong Customs, the Judi-
ciary Police (PJ) identified Yulianti 
as a suspected drug trafficker. 
Yulianti was allegedly instructed 
by a transnational drug traffick-
ing organisation to receive a parcel 
containing drugs that had been sent 
from a West African country and 
transited through several countries 
before arriving in Macau.

Lau noted that the parcel 
arrived in Macau on Monday. On 
Tuesday afternoon, the police put 
the logistics company in the city 
centre, where the parcel was waiting 
to be collected, under surveillance, 

apprehending Yulianti on the spot 
as she signed for the parcel and 
prepared to return to her flat. The 
police discovered that the parcel 
contained 24 boxes of cosmetics, 
each concealing six small bottles, 
totalling 144 bottles. The police 
found 15 grams of white powder 
wrapped in cling film at the bottom 
of each bottle under the original 
contents. The police confirmed 
that the white powder was cocaine, 
weighing a total of 2,160 grams, 
with an estimated street value of 
4 million patacas.

Under questioning, Yulianti 
admitted to receiving the parcel as 
instructed but denied involvement 
in drug trafficking. However, 
evidence suggested that Yulianti 
was allegedly assisting the 
drug trafficking organisation by 
receiving the drugs while fully 
aware of the situation, intending to 
transfer them to neighbouring areas 
as directed by the gang leader.

Yulianti was transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
yesterday, facing a charge of drug 
trafficking. 

Police arrest Indonesian 
domestic helper in drug case

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded drug-trafficking suspect to a PJ 
van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.        – Photo: Ada Lei

Armindo Neves
The government-appointed 

Central District Community Service 
Consultative Council held its 
regular monthly meeting yesterday, 
where various concerns were raised, 
including issues such as bad weather 
and mosquitoes.

The first part of the meeting 
was open to the media, during 
which committee members raised 
various issues in their speeches. 
The meeting then proceeded 
behind closed doors. It included the 
Geophysical and Meteorological 
Bureau (SMG) Meteorological 
and Warning Department Acting 
Chief Lok Chan Wa, who gave a 
presentation on the characteristics 
and related knowledge of tropical 
cyclones and storm surges.

The two hour-and-15 minute 
meeting was held at the Patane Activity 
Centre on Avenida de Demétrio 
Cinatti (爹美刁施拿地大馬路).

In the first part of the meeting, 
councillor Wong Chi Choi 
emphasised the importance of 
preventing chikungunya fever.

According to Wong, Macau 
faces a tangible risk of a community 
transmission of chikungunya fever. 
He proposed that the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IAM) take the 
lead in intensifying mosquito 
eradication in high-risk zones, 
while the Health Bureau (SSM) 
should establish a community alert 
system with accessible screening 
protocols and clinical guidelines. 
He also said, with frequent 
population movement during the 

summer, he urged for the strict 
quarantine of imported cases to 
prevent local outbreaks.

Fellow councillor Choi Tong 
said that the medical surveillance 
network should enhance the capacity 
of both public and private healthcare 
institutions to identify mosquito-
borne diseases. He recommended 
rapid screening for suspected cases 
presenting with fever or joint pain, 
followed by immediate isolation 
of confirmed cases and emergency 
mosquito eradication to prevent 
an outbreak escalation and ensure 
community safety, he said.

In the post-meeting summary, 
the council’s deputy convenor Pui 
Seng In cited the SMG statement 
that global warming has intensified 
extreme weather events in Macau, 
evidenced by five No. 10 typhoon 
signals issued over the past nine 

years – surpassing historical aver-
ages – and record-breaking rainfall 
in 2021. To combat these challenges, 
the Meteorological Bureau has 
implemented innovative measures 
including expanding monitoring 
stations to form a dense observation 
network, deploying AI to enhance 
rainstorm and typhoon forecasting 
precision, and establishing a tiered 
“qualitative-to-quantitative” warn-
ing system with real-time updates 
via official websites and WeChat.

Fellow councillor Chan Hio 
Teng added that, the government 
had upgraded interdepartmental 
video-conferencing systems before 
typhoon season to boosted emergency 
response efficiency, while public 
disaster awareness was strengthened 
through 8,800 participant engage-
ments via the observatory’s digital 
outreach last year. 

Central District meeting discusses 
bad weather & mosquito issues

Central District Community Service Consultative Council Deputy Convenor Pui Seng 
In (right) and fellow councillor Chan Hio Teng pose during yesterday’s press briefing 
after the government-appointed council’s closed-door meeting at the Patane Activity 
Centre on Avenida de Demétrio Cinatti yesterday.                 – Photo: Armindo Neves

Staff Reporter
A car crashed into a shop in 

Taipa after colliding with a public 
bus, slightly injuring a passenger 
on the bus, while a staff member 
of the shop felt unwell after being 
scared, the authorities said.

The police said yesterday that 
the accident occurred due to the 
driver of the car failing to give way.

According to statements by 
the Fire Services Bureau (CB) and 
the Public Security Police (PSP), 
the accident occurred outside 
the Chun Fok Village residential 
estate on Rua do Regedor at 
around 5 p.m. yesterday. The car 
leaving the residential estate’s 
carpark and entering the street 
crashed into the public bus that 
was passing, after which it ran 
onto the pavement and then 
crashed into a dried seafood shop 
there.

According to the CB 
statement, a passenger on the 
bus, a local woman in her sixties, 
sustained slight contusions on her 
right shoulder. She was taken to 

the public Conde de São Januário 
Hospital Centre for treatment.

A staff member of the shop, 
a female non-resident worker 
(NRWs) in her thirties, told 
paramedics that she felt dizzy 
after being scared by the crash. 
She was taken to the nearby 
medical centre run by the private 
Kiang Wu Hospital for a medical 
examination and treatment.

According to the PSP statement, 
the car driver is a 40-year-old local 
woman, while the bus driver is a 
40-year-old local man. Neither of 
them was injured.

The car driver passed a 
breathalyser test, the police said.

The police also said that the 
crash was due to the car driver 
failing to give way when leaving 
the residential estate’s carpark 
and entering the street.

The police said that the car 
driver will be fined for failing to 
give way.

According to the Road Traffic 
Law, drivers failing to give way 
face a fine of 900 patacas. 

Car crashes into shop after 
colliding with bus
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Khalel Vallo
Macau-born illustrator Justin Ung invites audiences on a cultural journey 

through colour with his solo exhibition at Creative Macau (CCI), according 
to the official CCI website.

Ung, also known by his pen name “Meow the Sardines”, is a Macau-
based illustrator with a master’s in History and Heritage Studies. The website 
highlighted Ung’s contribution to Fantasia magazine and has authored 
several picture books, bringing his expertise in cultural storytelling to the 
forefront of this exhibition. 

The exhibition, entitled “Walking Colours: Architectural Hue Archives”, 
inaugurated yesterday, featuring a series of illustrations that connect the 
language of architecture with colour, where Ung noted that it is not just 
a visual journey through architecture, but as well as “chromatic decoding 
of cultures”, as well as inviting exhibitiongoers to stroll through iconic 
structures of Macau and various World Heritage cities, the website said.

The website said that through “Walking Colours”, exhibitiongoers are 
encouraged to reflect on the emotional layers embedded in architectural 
colours and the universal stories they tell.

As stated in the website, the exhibition draws connections from “the 
solemn vows of the Temple of Heaven’s azure glaze in Beijing”* to “the 
vibrant pulsation of casino neon lights,” highlighting how every hue carries 
the memory and meaning of a place. 

The exhibits for “Walking Colours” are on display at CREATIVE 
MACAU on the ground floor of the Cultural Centre (CCM) until August 23, 
with free admission from Monday to Saturday, 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

*Glazed tiles on the roofs of the buildings.

Justin Ung presents 
illustration exhibition 
at Creative Macau

These photos taken yesterday show exhibits of 
the recently opened exhibition “Walking Colours: 
Architectural Hue Archives” at Creative Macau (CCI).

– Photos: Khalel Vallo
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An aerial drone photo taken 
yesterday shows the site of 
a rain-triggered landslide at 
Dayuan Village, Baiyun District 
of Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province. A rain-triggered 
landslide left one man dead and 
6 people missing in Guangzhou 
Guangdong Province, yesterday 
morning, local authorities said.
A total of 14 people were 
trapped in the landslide that 
occurred at about 8:30 a.m. 
in Dayuan Village in the city’s 
Baiyun District, with multiple 
houses damaged.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – The Shenzhen 
University of Advanced Technol-
ogy and the Shanghai Engineering 
Center for Microsatellites recently 
signed a cooperation agreement to 
jointly establish a space hospital 
in the future. This project aims to 
enhance astronauts’ health and 
expand in-orbit medical monitor-
ing and life support capabilities.

The future space hospital will 
make breakthroughs in fields such 
as aerospace, medicine and biology, 
and conduct cutting-edge research 
in space life and health support. It 
will also prepare research on non-
astronauts space travel, interstellar 
exploration, and other space health 
support needs, the China Science 
Daily reported yesterday.

According to the agreement, 
both sides will work together and 
leverage their unique strengths in 
medical devices, bio-pharmaceuti-
cals, innovative medical technolo-

gies, and aerospace science to estab-
lish the hospital.

They will cooperate on 
validating advanced space medical 
equipment, developing innovative 
medical technologies and drugs, 
and researching life support 
systems. The partnership will also 
focus on the development of key 
technologies, experiments and 
tests for deep-space hospital and 
interstellar migration.

The Shenzhen University 
of Advanced Technology is 
established by the Shenzhen 
Municipal Government and 
supported by the Shenzhen Institute 
of Advanced Technology under the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

The Shanghai Engineering 
Center for Microsatellites is 
jointly established by the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and the 
Shanghai Municipal Government. 

 – Xinhua

Tommy Wang
HONG KONG – Hong Kong’s 

Cathay Pacific said yesterday it 
would place an US$8.1-billion 
order for 14 Boeing jets, its first 
with the US aircraft maker for more 
than a decade.

In a filing to the Hong Kong 
stock exchange, the airline said it 
would “purchase 14 Boeing 777-9 
aircraft” and had “secured the right 
to acquire up to seven additional 
Boeing 777-9 aircraft”.

Cathay already has a fleet of more 
than 230 mostly passenger aircraft.

The new order expects the 
aircraft to be delivered by 2034, 
according to a separate filing.

Cathay was one of the first 
buyers to commit to Boeing’s 777X 
programme when it unveiled the 
purchase of 21 aircraft in 2013.

Boeing said in a statement the 
new deal brought the order book of 
777-9 aircraft – “the world’s largest 
twin-engine airplane” – to 35.

The aircraft, designed to reduce 
fuel use and emissions, would meet 

Cathay’s growing global travel 
demand, Boeing added.

Hong Kong’s aviation sector 
was hit hard by COVID-era policies, 
which imposed strict rules on 
travellers that kept it internationally 
isolated before they were lifted in 
late 2022.

In 2024 Cathay’s attributable 
profit rose slightly to US$1.27 
billion, however, and it announced 
earlier that year that its flights were 
finally back to pre-pandemic levels.

Yesterday, the firm reported its 
attributable profit rose slightly to 
HK$3.65 billion (US$465 million) 
in the first six months of the year, 
benefiting from a pick-up in travel 
demand in Asia.

Total revenue in that period 
increased 9.5 percent to US$6.92 
billion.

The company also declared an 
interim dividend of HK$20 cents 
per share.

Chairman Patrick Healy 
heralded a “solid financial 
performance” in the filing.

“Our first-half result was driven 
by higher passenger volumes albeit 
with lower yields, a consistent cargo 
performance, and lower fuel price 
compared with the same period in 
2024,” Healy said.

The company’s passenger 
airlines, including Cathay Pacific and 
Hong Kong Express, have launched 
or announced 19 new destinations so 
far in 2025, with “more to come”, he 
said, adding that they now fly to more 
than 100 passenger destinations.

This month, the airline said 
it had resumed direct flights to 
Brussels after a long break due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

But the firm also saw a drop of 
0.6 percent in profit margin for the 
first half of the year.

And Healy warned in the filing 
that its low-cost airline HK Express 
was facing short-term challenges as 
a pick-up in bookings was “yet to 
return to normal levels”.

Cathay’s share price in Hong 
Kong fell nine percent following the 
results.         – AFP

Mainland’s university, 
research institute ink 

agreement to build future 
space hospital

HK’s Cathay Paci!c unveils deal 
to buy 14 Boeing jets

Tony Wong
Macau’s population dropped 

by 1,100 year on year to 685,900 
at the end of the first half of this 
year, partially due to a decrease 
in the number of non-resident 
workers (NRWs) living in Macau, 
the Statistics and Census Bureau 
(DSEC) has announced.

According to a DSEC 
statement on Tuesday, females 
accounted for 53.9 percent of 
Macau’s population at the end of 
the second quarter.

In the first half of this year, the 
number of live births decreased by 
289 year on year to 1,421, while 
mortality dropped by 21 year on year 
to 1,247. The top three underlying 
causes of death were neoplasms 
(aka tumours) (475), diseases of 
the circulatory system (337), and 
diseases of the respiratory system 
(134), the statement said.

The statement also said that 
marriage registrations decreased 
by 220 year on year to 1,442 in the 
first half of this year.

As regards population 
movement, the statement said, 

the number of new arrivals from 
mainland China with one-way 
permits increased by 45 year on year 
to 1,616 in the first half of this year, 
while the number of individuals 
newly granted the right of abode 
rose by 424 year on year to 895.

Based on Macau’s total land 
area of 33.3 square kilometres, 
its population density amounted 
to 20,598 inhabitants per square 
kilometre at the end of the first 
half of this year, one of the world’s 
highest.

Thanks to large-scale land 
reclamation projects, Macau’s 
land area has risen by 39.9 percent 
since December 1999, when the 
Macau Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) was established 
by the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC). At the end of 1999, 
Macau’s land area amounted to 
23.8 square kilometres, according 
to official statistics.

Since December 1999, when 
Macau’s population stood at 
429,600, its population has risen 
by 59.7 percent, according to 
official demographics. 

Population dips 
to 685,900 in Q2

Tony Wong
The Health Bureau (SSM) 

underlined yesterday there was 
still no indication that chikungunya 
community transmissions were 
occurring, Macau is still facing a 
high risk of recording new locally 
transmitted cases triggered by new 
imported cases, urging residents to 
continue to comply with mosquito 
prevention measures and the 
elimination of stagnant water.

Chan Choi Wan, who heads the 
bureau’s Communicable Disease 
Prevention and Control Division, 
made the remarks when attending a 
current affairs phone-in programme 
hosted by Ou Mun Tin Toi, the 
Chinese-language radio channel of 
public broadcaster TDM.

As of yesterday, Macau has 
recorded six imported cases of 
chikungunya fever and two locally 
transmitted cases so far this year.

The two locally transmitted cases 
of chikungunya fever were reported 
on Friday and Saturday last week.

A few days ago, the bureau 
launched a citywide awareness 
campaign for the city’s households to 

strengthen the elimination of stagnant 
water in the wake of the detection of 
the two locally transmitted cases.

Chikungunya fever is a 
mosquito-borne disease.

During yesterday’s programme, 
Chan noted that the two local cases 
of chikungunya are workers from a 
construction site in the Zone A land 
reclamation area, adding that the 

disease has not been spread to the 
community.

However, Chan warned that 
Guangdong province is still 
being affected by an outbreak of 
chikungunya fever. Therefore, Macau 
still has a high risk of recording 
new imported cases because of 
the frequent movement of people 
between Guangdong and Macau. 

Macau still facing high 
chikungunya risk: Health Bureau

Residents and visitors walk outside S. Domingos Church yesterday.   
      – Photo: Tony Wong

This photo released by the Health Bureau (SSM) on Tuesday shows a staff member 
briefing a resident on the elimination of stagnant water during a “door-to-door” visit 
to a household that day.
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BEIJING – Chinese officials 
have been instructed to hold fewer 
meetings, give shorter speeches, file 
concise documents, and minimize 
inspections, according to a new set 
of regulations published yesterday.

The regulations were issued 
by the general offices of the 
Communist Party of China Central 
Committee and the State Council 
to free grassroots officials from 
bureaucratism and pointless 
formalities, and refine a long-term 
mechanism for reducing burdens at 
the primary level.

As a move to control document 
quantity, the regulations stipulate 
that the total number of official 
documents issued annually by a 
department should only decrease, 
not increase, and departments 
exceeding their previous year’s 
document volume should provide 
written justification.

Officials are required to produce 
focused, substantive and innovative 

documents that effectively 
communicate key messages and 
highlight concrete policy measures.

Except for certain comprehensive 
documents, local and departmental 
documents generally should not 
exceed 5,000 characters, while 
specialized task-related documents 
should stay within 4,000 characters, 
according to the regulations.

For meetings, comprehensive 
annual sessions should be limited 
to one per sector. Departmental 
meetings should be merged where 
possible, and simplified when 
appropriate.

The regulations pledge 
substantial reductions in meetings 
requiring attendance by principal 
Party or government officials from 
townships, neighborhoods, villages 
and residential communities.

Principal Party or government 
officials should not deliver speeches 
longer than one hour. Discussion-
based meetings should conclude 

within one-and-a-half days, while 
other meetings generally should not 
last beyond half a day.

Virtual meetings via teleconference 
or video should take precedence 
over in-person gatherings.

The regulations also include 
instructions for the development and 
use of government services apps. 
Each Party or government agency 
may maintain only one primary-
level service app, subject to strict 
pre-release approval processes.

Notably, the regulations prohibit 
Party or government agencies 
from making the use of these apps 
mandatory. Government agencies 
cannot evaluate officials based 
on app installation or use, or 
impose regular login mandates, the 
regulations read.

On public complaints, the 
regulations note that primary-level 
petition work should not be assessed 
solely by petition volume statistics.  

– Xinhua

Mainland issues rules to curb red tape

UNITED NATIONS – A 
Chinese envoy warned against 
possible Israeli occupation of the 
entire Gaza Strip.

Recent media reports indicate 
that Israel has decided to escalate 
its military offensive and fully 
occupy Gaza. China expresses 
its grave concern about this, said 
Geng Shuang, China’s deputy 
permanent representative to the 
United Nations.

“We urge Israel to immediately 
halt such dangerous actions. We 
urge all parties to promptly reach 
a binding and sustainable ceasefire 
agreement. We further urge 
countries with significant influence 
over the parties concerned to act 
in a just and responsible manner 
and take concrete steps to help 
bring about a ceasefire,” he told the 
Security Council.

Israel’s military operations have 
resulted in the deaths of over 60,000 

civilians in Gaza, with innocent 
lives still being lost every day. The 
harsh reality has shown that military 
means are not a solution and that 
an immediate ceasefire is the right 
path to saving lives and bringing 
hostages home, he said.

The 2 million innocent civilians 
in Gaza should not be victims of 
war, nor should they endure further 
suffering from manmade disasters. 
Under the current extreme blockade 
and siege, the humanitarian 
catastrophe in Gaza continues to 
worsen with severe famine looming 
large, said Geng.

Restricting humanitarian access 
will only further exacerbate the 
collective punishment of people 
in Gaza and make it harder for 
surviving hostages to access life-
saving supplies. Israel must comply 
with international law, especially 
international humanitarian law, 
fully restore humanitarian access 

and support humanitarian agencies 
such as the United Nations in 
delivering aid, he said.

Fully implementing the two-
state solution and achieving an 
independent state of Palestine is the 
only viable path to resolving the 
Palestinian question and preventing 
the recurrence of similar hostage 
crises. The international community 
should jointly oppose unilateral 
actions that undermine the 
foundation of the two-state solution 
and intensify efforts to advance 
the political process toward its 
realization, said Geng.

China will continue to work 
with the international community to 
end the fighting in Gaza, alleviate 
humanitarian suffering, implement 
the two-state solution, and ultimately 
achieve a comprehensive, just and 
lasting solution to the Palestinian 
question, he said.                

– Xinhua

Chinese envoy warns against possible 
Israeli occupation of entire Gaza

BEIJING – Mainland China 
has extended a months-long 
investigation into whether beef 
imports had harmed the domestic 
industry, the commerce ministry 
said yesterdayday.

The price of beef in mainland 
China has trended downwards 
in recent years, with analysts 
blaming oversupply and a lack 
of demand as the world’s second 
largest economy has slowed.

At the same time imports have 
surged, with mainland China 
representing a hugely important 
market for countries such as 
Brazil, Argentina and Australia.

The commerce ministry said 
in December it had launched an 
investigation into imported beef 
at the request of representatives 
from its struggling domestic 
industry.

A sharp increase in beef 
imports in recent years “has had a 
significant adverse impact on the 
domestic industry”, the commerce 
ministry said, quoting local 
associations.

The probe was meant to 
last eight months, but could 
be extended “under special 
circumstances”, according to the 
initial announcement.

And on yesterday, the ministry 
announced it was extending the 
probe.

“Due to the complexity of this 
case, the Ministry of Commerce 
has decided to extend the 
investigation period of this case to 
November 26.” it said.

In a separate statement, a 
ministry spokesperson added that 
the investigation carried a large 
workload.

The case has “attracted 
widespread attention” with 
exporting countries, livestock 
farmers and industry associations 
submitting materials, the ministry 
said.

Investigators were reviewing 
opinions from all parties and 
“carefully assessing” whether 
the case meets the bar for 
“implementing safeguards”, it 
said.       – AFP

BEIJING – The mainland’s top 
economic planner has allocated 
100 million yuan (about US$14 
million) from the central budget 
to support emergency recovery 
efforts after rainstorms-triggered 
floods in Guangdong Province, 
according to the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission yesterday.

The funds will focus on 
restoring damaged roads, water 
supply systems, hospitals, and 
other critical infrastructure and 
public service facilities in affected 
areas, accelerating the return to 
normal production and daily life, 
the commission said.

Relentless downpours in 
recent days have triggered 
severe flooding in Guangzhou, 
Dongguan, Huizhou, Shanwei, 
and other cities across Guangdong 
Province. In response, the 
national commission for disaster 
prevention, reduction and relief 
yesterday initiated a Level-IV 
emergency response.

The rainfall is expected to 
ease by today and tomorrow, 
with most areas of the province 
seeing cloudy skies and rising 
temperatures, according to 
the provincial meteorological 
observatory.  

– Xinhua

Authority says extends 
probe into beef imports

An aerial drone photo taken on yesterday shows villagers clearing silt and debris 
in Huanghua Village of Qingyuan City, Guangdong Province.     – Xinhua

Authority allocates 
100 million yuan for 

post-disaster recovery 
in !ood-hit Guangdong

TIRANA – The Chinese chief 
executive of Albania’s largest oil 
producer was refused bail yesterday, 
amid a tax evasion investigation 
involving several Bankers Petroleum 
executives, authorities said.

Hongping Xiao will remain in 
custody, accused of tax evasion 
and abuse of power, after he was 
arrested last month, along with nine 
other current and former company 
officials, said an appeals court 
statement.

Former CEO Leonidha Cobo, 
an Albanian national, would also 
remain in custody, it said.

Bankers Petroleum, present 
in Albania since 2004, operates 
the Patos-Marinza oil field, the 
country’s largest.

Originally a Canadian company, 
the firm was acquired in 2016 by the 
Chinese-based Geo-Jade Petroleum 
for more than US$400 million.

According to local media, 
the investigation accuses senior 
executives at the firm of fraud going 
back 20 years.

“We are following with sincere 
attention the criminal investigations, 
initiated by the Albanian authorities 
on July 2, 2025 concerning 
several valued colleagues and past 
employees,” Bankers said in an 
August 1 statement.

“Throughout this process, we 
continue to engage openly with 
all competent institutions, guided 
by a spirit of transparency, mutual 
respect, and adherence to the law.”

Of the eight other company 
executives arrested in July, four 
were placed under house arrest, 
and the others are required to report 
regularly to authorities.

Four other company executives, 
including three Chinese nationals 
and one Canadian, are wanted by 
Albanian authorities.

Bankers Petroleum appointed 
former Croatian diplomat and oil 
executive Andrija Kojakovic as 
chairman of the board of directors 
in June. He will have to oversee 
relations with the Albanian 
government during the investigation.

Albania produces approximately 
650,000 tons of crude oil annually, 
much of which it exported to the 
European Union.       – AFP

Oil executives held in Albania 
over tax evasion case


