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Police nab Filipina for cheating
26 compatriots out of

Ada Lei

A local Filipina was arrested on
Tuesday for defrauding 26 Filipinos
out of a total of 500,000 patacas,
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman
Lei Chi Hou said during a special
press conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect as a
50-year-old local Filipina business-
woman surnamed Mangilit. The
victims are 26 Filipinos, comprising
11 males and 15 females.

According to Lei, between
June 21 and last Friday, the police
received reports from the 26
victims who told the police that
they were defrauded by Mangilit
in job scams, with losses ranging
from 14,000 to 22,000 patacas,
totalling 500,000 patacas.

Lei noted that in October, the
victims learnt from compatriots
and through Facebook that Mangilit
was wanting to hire Filipinos to
work at a Japanese restaurant in
the peninsula’s Avenida de Horta e
Costa neighbourhood.

After communicating via social
media and adding each other on
WeChat, the victims travelled to
Macau to meet Mangilit in person.
At her request, they each paid a fee
ranging from 14,000 to 22,000 patacas

500,000 patacas in job sc

—

Judiciary Poliice (PJ) officers escort

in cash for applying for “non-resident
worker documents”. Mangilit then
signed receipts and promised that
the “documents” would be processed
within two months.

- —
— o
— /4— -

the hooded fraud suspect to a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.

The police discovered that
between October and June, Mangilit
had received fees amounting to
500,000 patacas from the 26 victims.
According to the victims’ statements
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to the police, Mangilit claimed to
be the manager of the Japanese
restaurant and claimed that she
could arrange non-resident worker
(NRW) permits (colloquially known

am

as “blue cards”) for them. However,
after paying the purported fees, they
only received signed receipts from
Mangilit. She then used various
excuses to delay the process,
refused to refund the fees, and the
victims eventually lost contact with
her. The victims, unable to work in
Macau and unable to recover their
payments for the fees, reported the
case to the police for assistance.

Lei added that it has meanwhile
been confirmed that Mangilit is the
operator of the Japanese restaurant.
However, the restaurant did not have
any quotas for non-resident workers
available for the victims to apply
for, apart from the existing quotas
currently in use. Additionally,
Mangilit had no records of any
applications for “blue cards” on
behalf of the victims.

The police apprehended Mangilit
on Tuesday in Rua do Patane ()%
9H457). Under questioning, Mangilit
admitted to defrauding the victims and
claimed that all the money had been
spent on daily operational expenses.
However, she refused to provide
additional information on the case.

Mangilit was transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP)
yesterday, facing a fraud charge. B

Portuguese lawmakers vote for tighter migration rules

LISBON = Portugal’s
parliament voted yesterday in
favour of strengthening migration
policies, with the centre-right
governing coalition relying on the
support of far-right deputies to
overcome opposition from the left.

Lawmakers supporting the
minority government of Prime
Minister Luis Montenegro voted
alongside members of the far-right
party Chega (“Enough”), which
became the country’s second-
largest political force in May’s

elections but is not part of the
ruling coalition.

Under the new provisions, work
visas will now only be granted
to highly qualified immigrants,
and the conditions for family
reunification will become more
stringent.

Brazilians, who constitute the
largest immigrant contingent, will
no longer benefit from a rule that
allowed them to gain residency
status after arriving in Portugal.

Lawmakers also voted to

establish a new unit within the
national police force tasked with
combating illegal immigration and
deporting irregular migrants.

But a component of the
proposed legislation, which aimed
to restrict access to Portuguese
nationality, will undergo additional
parliamentary debate amid doubts
about the legality of certain
provisions.

Having come to power in March
2024, Montenegro’s government
swiftly implemented restrictions

for settling in Portugal, which had
been among the most liberal in
Europe under the previous socialist
administration.

A 2018 provision allowing
immigrants to apply for residency
by demonstrating they had worked
for at least one year and contributed
to social security — even if they had
entered with only a tourist visa —
was repealed.

At the end of 2024, the
Iberian country had 1.55 million
foreigners, four times more than

in 2017 and roughly 15 percent of
the total population, according to
official data.

“For years, the Socialist Party
promoted a policy of wide-open
doors, without any criteria. This
irresponsibility must be corrected
quickly,”  far-right  lawmaker
Vanessa Barata said yesterday.

Socialist  lawmaker  Pedro
Delgado Alves meanwhile accused
the government of having allowed
itself to be “held hostage by the far-
right”. — AFP
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Nvidia CEO eyes ‘great future’in

Chinese market

Hailing China as a “dynamic and innovative”
market, Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang yesterday
reaffirmed his long-term commitment to the country
during a media briefing in Beijing. — Story on p. 8
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Syrian Druze sheikh’s family told of his
death hours after humiliating video

In a video that went viral, a Druze elder was humiliated
by having his moustache shaved off. Hours after his family
lost contact with him, they say they received an anonymous
call informing them of his death.

— Story on p. 10
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Portugal seeks to expand supply chain
partnerships with China: industry leader

The Portugal-China Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCILC) is
looking to deepen supply chain partnerships with China through the coun-
try’s first participation in the 3™ China International Supply Chain Expo
(CISCE), its secretary general, Bernardo Mendia, has said. —Story on p. 12
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EAC’s decisions are legal & well-founded, CSNS’s
review opinions are unassailable

Opinion article by Sun In — Macao Daily News

An important opinion article by Sun In was published
in the Macao Daily News on Tuesday titled “The EAC’s
decisions are legal and well-founded, and the CSNS’s review
opinions are unassailable.”

The article highlighted that the Macao SAR government
and the Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government
in the Macao SAR on Tuesday issued statements both
expressing their full support for the decisions made by the
Electoral Affairs Commission of the Legislative Assembly
(EAC) in accordance with the law.

They affirmed their backing for the EAC’s commitment
to uphold the law and to fully implement the principle of
“Patriots Governing Macao”, underscoring a clear stance of
zero tolerance towards any candidates who do not support
the Macao Basic Law or show disloyalty to the Macao SAR
of the People’s Republic of China (PRC).

Activities that jeopardise national sovereignty and
security, challenge the authority of the central government
and the Basic Law, and seek to infiltrate and disrupt the
Chinese mainland via the Hong Kong and Macao SARs are
crossing a red line and are absolutely prohibited.

The article underlined that enhancing and refining
the candidate qualification review mechanism, as the
cornerstone of the new electoral system of the Macao
Legislative Assembly, is an inevitable requirement for the
full enactment of the “Patriots Governing Macao” principle,
because it is a universal political doctrine that political power
must be entrusted to patriots. We must always adhere to the
principle of “Patriots Governing Macao’ and ensure that the
governance of the Macao SAR remains firmly in the hands
of patriots. This fundamental principle not only impacts
directly the sovereignty, security, and development interests
ofthe nation, but also the long-term prosperity and stability of
Macao. It is an essential requirement for safeguarding long-
term stability of Macao and must never be compromised at
any time. Over the 25 years since Macao’s reunification with
the motherland, the core values of patriotism and affection
for Macao have consistently prevailed in the city. The

members of the Legislative Assembly are crucial members
of the SAR’s governance team and must be staunch patriots.
The 2024 revision of the “Legislative Assembly Election
Law” introduced new institutional regulations to establish
a safeguarding measure for the SAR’s government. This
measure aims to facilitate the entry of resolute patriots while
barring “pseudo patriots”, particularly those anti-China and
Macao-disrupting candidates who feign support and loyalty
on the surface but covertly collude with external forces to
jeopardise national security and the stability of the SAR
from infiltrating the Legislative Assembly.

It is the constitutional obligation and statutory power
of the Committee for Safeguarding National Security of
the Macao SAR (CSNS) to review and determine whether
the candidates uphold the Basic Law and demonstrate
loyalty to the Macao SAR. Since the Macao SAR is a local
administrative region directly under the Central People’s
Government, the Constitution and the Basic Law jointly
establish the constitutional framework of the Special
Administrative Region. Therefore, candidates must uphold
the Macao Basic Law and demonstrate loyalty to the
Macao SAR of the People’s Republic of China, and it is
especially crucial for them to safeguard the constitutional
order established jointly by the Constitution of the People’s
Republic of China and the Basic Law. The CSNS is the body
that is responsible for the decision-making and the overall
coordination of matters related to safeguarding national
security in the Macao SAR. It is the highest authority in the
Macao SAR tasked with maintaining national security. It is
indisputable that the CSNS conducts a substantive review
and evaluation of candidates in accordance with the law and
subsequently provides the decisive review opinions. This
approach is fully justified both legally and functionally,
highlighting the utmost importance of safeguarding national
security.

The decisions made by the EAC based on the review
opinions of the CSNS are absolutely authoritative and
unassailable. The review opinions issued by the CSNS
on the candidates’ “non-support and non-loyalty” are
universally binding and absolutely authoritative. Any public

authority and parties in the Macao SAR, including the
Electoral Affairs Commission of the Legislative Assembly,
must comply with the review opinions. The EAC follows the
review opinions of the CSNS and has no room for discretion.
It is a comprehensibly applicable rule of law principle that no
objection may be filed, nor judicial appeals brought, against
the decisions of the EAC. This approach is consistent with
the legal basis such as the Hong Kong National Security Law
and the National People’s Congress’s (NPC) amendment to
Annex II to the Basic Law of Hong Kong in 2021.

The article specifically pointed out that the decisions of
the EAC and the review opinions of the CSNS will withstand
the test of time. Both the decisions of the EAC and the review
opinions of the CSNS adhere to rigorous legal procedures.
Together, they form an integrated whole, creating a closed
loop in terms of legal logic and factual evidence. Essentially,
the CSNS’ judgement on whether candidates support the
Macao Basic Law and are loyal to the Macao SAR of the
People’s Republic of China involves assessing their political
stance and conduct, and determining — based on factual
evidence — whether any “non-supportive” or “disloyal”
actions exist among the candidates. This process involves
both the determination of legal facts and the evaluation of
the chain of evidence established on a solid factual basis,
so as to evaluate trends in the candidates’ political loyalty
and identify potential risks. The goal is to ensure that all
candidates are steadfast patriots in their political stance and
conduct.

In conclusion, Sun In’s article emphasised that in today’s
world—marked by chaos and intensifying competition
among major powers—the uncertainties of both internal and
external environments must be addressed by prioritising the
stability of national development and Macao’s growth. It
is believed that all sectors of Macao society will be able to
accurately understand the overall situation and support the
decisions of the EAC and the review opinions of the CSNS.

N.B. This opinion article was published by Macao Daily
News, Macao s top selling Chinese-language newspaper, earlier
this week. The English translation of the article was arranged
and reviewed by the Post, courtesy of Macao Daily News.

Govt launches tender for Seac Pai Van Reservoir’s expansion,
including enlarging recreational area

The government has launched potential

According to the
bidders are

facilities such as a cycling trail, a
walking/jogging path, a children’s

notice,
required

a public tender for a construction
project to significantly expand the
Seac Pai Van Reservoir’s water
storage capacity while also extending
the current recreational area running
along part of the reservoir to a
revamped one running all around it.

The project will also include
the installation of a solar power
system, with floating solar panels to
be placed on a part of the reservoir
and the electricity generated to be
supplied to the adjacent Seac Pai
Van Water Treatment Plant.

The tender was announced in
a notice published by the Public
Works Bureau (DSOP) in the
Official Gazette (BO) yesterday.

to submit their quotations by
August 18. The bureau will unseal
the submitted bids the next day.

The winning bidder will be
required to complete the project
within 655 working days.

The bureau also published
details of the project on its website
yesterday.

The Seac Pai Van Reservoir is
located between the large Macao
Union Hospital complex in south

Cotai and Coloane’s sprawling
Seac Pai Van public housing
neighbourhood.

The reservoir’s current

recreational area only runs along
its east and north sides, with
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playground, and fitness equipment.
The recreational area, officially
known as Seac Pai Van Urban Park,
came into use in October 2021.

The recreational area enables
pedestrians to walk between the
Macao Union Hospital complex
and the Seac Pai Van public housing
community.

The Seac Pai Van Water
Treatment Plant is located just
next to the reservoir’s east-side
recreational area.

The Seac Pai Van Reservoir is
one of the city’s three reservoirs,
while its adjacent water treatment
plant is one of the city’s four plants,
operated by the city’s water utility
Macao Water.

The Seac Pai Van Reservoir’s
west side runs along the southernmost
section of Estrada do Istmo, a
main thoroughfare in central Cotai
connecting Taipa and Coloane, with
its northern section informally known
as Cotai Strip with casino-hotel
resorts on both sides of the road.

According to the DSOP website,
the project will increase the reser-
voir’s water storage capacity from
the current 300,000 cubic metres to
780,000 cubic metres, through reser-
voir dredging and the construction of
vertical retaining walls along the res-

| The two images downloaded from the

. Public Works Bureau’s (DSOP) website
yesterday shows the artist’s rendition
and map of the extended recreational
area along the Seac Pai Van Reservoir,
with the latter indicating the floating
solar panels on the reservoir.

ervoir’s west and south sides.
With the aim of enhancing the

recreational area will run all around
the reservoir, with the cycling trail’s

impermeability and total length to increase to 1,415

reducing water loss, the website
says, a waterproof barrier will be
built inside the reservoir.

In addition to expanding the
reservoir’s water storage capacity,
the website says, the project will
also convert the reservoir’s west and
south sides into a recreational area,
including facilities such as a cycling
trail and a walking/jogging path.
After the project’s completion, the

metres, while the walking/jogging
path will be 1,160 metres in total.

Moreover, the website says,
the project is to also install a solar
photovoltaic  power  generation
system, with its floating solar
panels to cover about 10 percent of
the reservoir’s area. The electricity
generated will be supplied to the
adjacent water treatment plant for
its operation. H
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Interview by William Chan

ocal artist Aurelio Lewis, the mind behind

the IP brand bumboreo, has released his first

children’s book, Seed, Whats Wrong?, with

editor Cynthia Chan Lok Si. The pair spoke to
the Post last week at Chan’s office in Zape about their
creative journey.

The book is published by The Macanese Publishing
Ltd. and the Macau Animation, Comic and Toy Artistic
and Cultural Exchanges Promote Association, with
support from the Cultural Development Fund. Following
their book launch event at Macao Polytechnic University
(MPU), Chan noted that Seed, What'’s Wrong? will be
showcased at the Hong Kong Book Fair in Wan Chai
North until Saturday.

Building the bumboreo world

Since 2020, Lewis has developed his personal IP
brand, bumboreo (V20 L), with Seed, What s Wrong?
marking his debut picture book. The story deepens the
bumboreo universe and showcases the main characters’
personalities. “I hope to grow and mature alongside my
IP, and to showcase a more developed Macau IP brand
image,” Lewis said.

He explained, “I created numerous characters during
my university life in the UK as part of my projects.
Initially, I saw them as a hobby and didn’t plan to
develop them into an IP brand, but with encouragement
from others, I explored the idea.” Among his various
characters, Bumbo the bear stands out as the central
figure, featuring prominently in his illustrations.

Developing an original IP
With the proliferation of IPs worldwide and in
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Macau as well, Lewis emphasised the importance of
distinguishing his characters from others. “One of the
key lessons I’ve learnt is to craft detailed backstories
and personalities for each character,” he said.

Lewis considers Seed, What's Wrong? a cornerstone
of his IP brand’s development. He and Chan co-wrote
the story, which initially they planned to target a broader
audience, but eventually settled to aim primarily at
children. “The narrative revolves around Bumbo and
his friends growing plants for the Bloom Festival. When
Bumbo’s seed fails to sprout, he becomes emotional
and begins to self-doubt. With his friends’ support and
encouragement, he felt a need to change, and his seed
finally sprouts and blooms,” Lewis said.

Chan added, “As we developed the story, we had to
define each character’s traits and how they would react
to different situations. We hope that by the end, readers
will remember both the story and the characters.”

IP in the age of Al

With artificial intelligence (AI) making character
generation easier than ever, Chan and Lewis see
advantages in well-developed IP brands. “Al-generated
images are often synthesised from existing internet
content, which brings risks of copyright infringement,”
Chan noted.

Lewis pointed out that working with established
IP brands avoids these pitfalls, as copyright ownership
is clear. “We can also offer customisation—adapting
our characters in size, theme, or style to suit different
products. For example, during the COVID-19 pandemic,
I collaborated with a local aromatherapy brand on a set of
face mask aroma stickers that feature Bumbo, something
Al still struggles to replicate in terms of consistency and
perfection.”
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Aurelio Lewis (left) and Cynthia Chan pose with their book Seed, What’s
Wrong? during their book launch event at Macao Polytechnic University
(MPU) last week. - Photos provided by Chan

The power of IP & branding

Ultimately, the most valuable asset of any IP is its brand image
and fanbase. Bumboreo’s Instagram page has already attracted
over a thousand followers. Lewis also highlighted the Macau
government’s strong support for IP development, noting previous
collaborations with government bureaus and pointing out that
his products are sold in the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) gift
shop.

Earlier this month, Lewis joined other artists on an [P-focused
tour to Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, organised by the Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC). “We saw first-hand the economic impact of
IP development and the sophisticated teams behind successful
IPs,” he said. “I learnt a lot and look forward to further developing
my IP, while still keeping it as a passion project.”

Chan added that the book is still in the distribution phase and
available for purchase in the ARTmusing Room at the Macau
Cultural Centre (CCM) for 128 patacas.
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We got it! Macau SAR celebrates 20 a.nniverf;ary
........ ofits successful UNESCO World Heritage bid

i ’ i i d the previous day.
We got it! On July 16, 2005, The Macau Post Daily published a special Saturday edition celebrating Maca}l ] successfgl UNES.C.O W(E;Elgsegtoaggsl:;:, announce p y.
Orf "ig"uesciay July 15 ’ 2025’ the Macau Special Administrative Region (MSAR) marked thlf 20 alimv.zrse.lq]; Zit;l gsﬂ[l)ere;tlllilzzzv e in Mo fl[o have published a special
: ’ ’ i i f cultural and artistic events—takes great pride in . .
The Macau Post Daily—renowned for its daily coverage o . d artist e o
editic})lrel at ctllclcel time comrJIiemorating the international recognition of the “Historic Centre of Macao™ as a UNESCO World Heritage Site

Harald Bruning

Macau’s historic centre yesterday won its long-cherished
bid for world-heritage recognition by the UNESCO.

Chief Executive Edmund Ho Hau Wah announced the suc-
cessful application in a special message released by the Gov-
ernment Information Bureau yesterday afternoon.

“T am glad to share this honour with everyone across the
country [China] and in Macau and on behalf of everyone, |
would like to express the deepest gratitude to UNESCO,” Mr.
Ho said in the message, adding, “Ever since the beginning of
the application, the central government (in Beijing) has fully
stood by the Macau Special Administrative Region Govern-
ment by putting the historic centre of Macau as the sole item
on this year’s list.”

China applied on behalf of Macau in its capacity as the
city’s sovereign power. Macau retumned to China in 1999, af-
ter 447 years of Portuguese rule. Macau was the only item on
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China’s bid for cultural world-heritage listing this year.

Mr. Ho also said that the Macau'’s historic centre was a
“unique gem” that was “testament to the merging of Chinese
and western cultures on Chinese soil.”

“The application has raised Macau people’s awareness
about the protection of historical monuments and its suceess is
the fruit of our collective effort. We believe that Macau people
love their hometown even more and actively protect and pro-
mote our cultural heritage,” Mr. Ho said.

Macau’s historic centre has become China’s 31st world her-
itage site. The UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee (WHC)
approved China’s bid on behalf of Macau during a meeting in
the South African port city of Durban yesterday, where it is

holding its 29th annual session which ends tomorrow.

China submitted the bid for Macau’s historic centre, which
comprises two dozen buildings and eight public squares, in-
cluding China’s oldest Christian church, Christian cemetery,

Photo: Chan Weng Chon

lighthouse and western-style theatre. Macau’s landmark, the
fagade of the Ruins of St, Paul’s church, is one of the world-
heritage buildings. The cultural world-heritage sites comprise
Chinese and Portuguese monuments, churches, temples and
other buildings.

Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture F ernando Chui Sai
On said in a statement sent from Durban that Macau’s bid had
succeeded “thanks to the full support of the central govern-
ment and the tremendous endeavours of the Macau SAR gov-
ermnment and citizens. Inclusion in the prestigious UNESCO
list will bolster Macau people’s understanding of their role in
Chinese and world history and give them a profound sense of
pride and ownership of their cultural identity.”

Mr. Chui also said in the statement, “Now that the historic
centre of Macau has been inscribed on the world-heritage list,
the people of Macau are entrusted with a vital mission: the
protection of this heritage for all humankind, m

29.10.2005 - 06.11.2005
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PJ training programmes raise students’ awareness
of social responsibility & patriotism: Sit

Armindo Neves

Judiciary Police (PJ) Director
Sit Chong Meng announced
yesterday that a total of 241
participants graduated from their
two training programmes titled
“Community Safety Youth Leader
Programme” and “Youth Crime
Fighter”, each of which lasted a
year, with the aim of strengthening
local students’ awareness of their
social responsibility and the rule
of law, while also cultivating their
sense of belonging to the nation.

The Community Safety Youth
Leader Programme is for college
students, while Youth Crime Fighter
is for secondary students.

Delivering a speech during
yesterday’s  closing  ceremony
for the two programmes, Sit
said at the Macao Polytechnic
University (MPU) in Zape that
since the implementation of the
two training programmes in
2013 and 2018 respectively, the
content of the training courses has

been continuously optimised and
innovated, “effectively” cultivating
the holistic view of the students’

national security, building up
their emotional sense of national
pride, enhancing their social

responsibility, and carrying forward
the core values of loving Macau and
loving the motherland.

Since the launch of the
programmes, according to Sit, the
number of participants and the
positive results have continued to
expand, accumulating around 3,000
trainees.

Through the two programmes,
Sit said he expected the graduates
to continue to uphold their social
responsibility,  bravely  accept
challenges, continue to grow
and continue to learn, thereby
contributing to the development of
the nation and the Macau Special
Administrative Region (MSAR).

The launch ceremony for the
next edition of the two training
programmes was held at the same

Grand Stand Café at Grand Prix

Armindo Neves
A brand-new café named
“Grand Stand Café” opened

yesterday. The café is situated
in the Macau Grand Prix (MGP)
Museum in Zape.

As the Macau Grand Prix
(MGP) Museum is run by the
Macau  Government  Tourism
Office (MGTO), MGTO Director
Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes
attended yesterday afternoon’s
opening  ceremony alongside
lawmakers Ip Sio Kai and Angela
Leong On Kei, as well as other
representatives.

Judging by its design, Grand
Stand Café aims to immerse
visitors in Macau’s motorsport
legacy through vintage racing

memorabilia displays and circuit-

map light installations, while
serving Grand Prix-themed coffee
and light fare.

Grand Stand Café Creative
Director Wilson Lam Chi Ian
told reporters that the coffee shop
merges cultural creativity with
gastronomy in order to create
a novel experience. Benefiting
from a prime location, the café
anticipates steady foot traffic,
supplemented by robust online
promotions  targeting  Grand
Prix Museum visitors. Future
plans include menu refinements
based on sales performance and
customer feedback, said Lam,
who expressed confidence in the
venture’s sustainability.

According to the
Museum website, the

MGP
Macau

Baristas are serving guests on the opening day of the Macau Grand Prix Museum’s

Grand Strand Café yesterday.

- Photos: GCS

time, with 100 tertiary education
students from seven local higher
education institutions and 300
students from 42 local secondary
schools joining the two programmes.

Sit said he hoped that the new
trainees would seize the opportunity
to upgrade themselves through the
two programmes, while spreading
the core values of patriotism and
loving Macau, as well as caring for
civil society.

A college student surnamed Lei
spoke about her experience in the
programme, particularly highlight-
ing the crisis negotiation training
that lefta profound impact on her. A
high school student surnamed Yun
said that the programme extended
beyond classroom lectures to equip
participants with real-world crime
prevention skills — from counter-
ing cyber scams during outreach
campaigns to peer-educating com-
munities — transforming theoretical
knowledge into societal safety
actions. ®

Museum opens

Grand Prix is a historic motorsport
event, first held on October 30 to 31
in 1954. Globally renowned for
its challenging street circuit, the
annual competition attracts racers
and enthusiasts from all over the
world with its unique urban course
and high-difficulty turns.

According to MGTO, during
its opening week — through next
Wednesday, Grand Stand Café
will give a free racing-themed
handcrafted ice lolly to customers
who share photos of its coffee
bar or dishes on social media
platforms, while maintaining
regular operating hours from 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.

Coloane Coffee Festival

Meanwhile, according to a
separate statement from MGTO,
the 2™ Coloane Coffee Festival X
One Little Day Handicraft Market
will start next Friday in Largo
Eduardo Marques in Coloane.
The statement pointed that the
festival has invited the top baristas
from Macau, Hong Kong and
the Chinese mainland, “brewing
up an unmissable experience for
coffee lovers” at this festival. The
statement also said that with coffee
in hand, visitors may ‘“browse
stalls featuring creative items with
a cultural edge”.

The statement noted that the
coffee-themed festival will run
from July 25 to 27, from 3 p.m. to
10 p.m. Admission is free. m

HK stocks close lower

HONG KONG - Hong down 0.29 percent to close at
Kong’s stock market ended 24,517.76 points. The Hang
lower yesterday with the Seng China Enterprises Index

benchmark Hang Seng Index

lost 0.18 percent to end at

8,861.39 points, while the
Hang Seng Tech Index slid 0.24
percent to 5,418.40 points.

— Xinhua

Judiciary Police (PJ) Director Sit Chong Meng (centre) and representatives of the
“7™" Community Safety Youth Leader Programme” and “12" Youth Fight Crime”
pose during yesterday’s closing ceremony of the two programmes at the Macao

Polytechnic University (MPU) in Zape.

- Photo: Armindo Neves

Macau grapples with extreme
heat, typhoon warning

Khalel Vallo

Macau faces intense heat as
temperatures have soared past 33
degrees over the past couple of
days, driving residents and tourists
alike to seek shade, cold drinks, and
shelter from the Sun, as forecasters
warned of an approaching tropical
disturbance that could develop into
Typhoon “Xideng” and impact the
region early next week.

Temperatures soared above 33
degrees Celsius, according to the
statement from the Meteorological
and Geophysical Bureau (SMG)
yesterday. Under the influence of
a high-altitude anticyclone and
weak wind conditions, the city
experienced  stifling  humidity,
causing residents and tourists alike
to seek relief in shaded areas, be
it cold drinks, desserts, and air-
conditioned spaces. The statement
noted that the mercury is expected
to peak at 35 degrees Celsius or
even higher in the upcoming days,
with possible thunderstorms in the
afternoon.

A “tropical disturbance” is

= L

currently forming in the northwest
Pacific and is forecast to develop
into a tropical cyclone within the
next two to three days, the statement
said. The potential Typhoon
“Xideng” could enter the northern
South China Sea over the weekend
and approach the western coast of
Guangdong between Sunday and
Monday.

The local observatory cautioned
in the statement that if the storm
follows the projected “Xideng”
path, Macau may face significantly
strengthened wind and rainfall
early next week, along with
possible coastal flooding due to
the coincidence of astronomical
high tides. However, the predicted
weather forecast remains uncertain,
the observatory admitted, including
the storm’s exact formation point and
its strength after possibly crossing
Luzon island in the Philippines.

The weather station urged the
public to stay alert for weather
updates and prepare for both the
extreme heat and the possibility of a
typhoon in the days ahead. m

Heat-stressed customers queue for icy desserts at a kiosk near the city’s main
square, Largo do Senado, yesterday afternoon.

- Photo: Khalel Vallo
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Police arrest local woman
for drunk driving

</
=

Ada Lei

The Public Security Police
(PSP) apprehended a local woman
on Monday for drunk driving
and evading responsibility, with
her blood alcohol concentration
standing at 2.07 grams per litre, PSP
spokesman Wong Wai Chon said
during a regular press conference
yesterday.

Wong identified the suspect as a
female surnamed Fu in her thirties
who works in public relations.

According to Wong, the Public
Security Police (PSP) received a
report on Monday night from a
citizen who encountered Fu at the
Macau Science Centre carpark,
noticing that she was reeking of
alcohol and that her car had been
damaged.

Upon arrival, the police found
no sign of neither the car nor the
driver. Using their citywide CCTV
surveillance, the police discovered
that Fu first struck a kerb on Rua
de Paris (E2%2{F), then parked at
the Macau Science Museum, and
subsequently collided with the
barrier of the flyover near the Macao
Fisherman’s Wharf before heading
towards the northern district. The
police eventually intercepted Fu in
Avenida 1 de Maio (5ENEIASE
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Public Security Police (PSP) spokesman
Wong Wai Chon looks on during
yesterday’s regular press conference.

- Photo: Ada Lei

}%). A breathalyser test confirmed
her blood alcohol concentration at
2.07 grams per litre, indicating a
drunk-driving offence.

Under questioning, Fu admitted
to drinking alcoholic beverages in
Zape before driving. However, she
denied evading responsibility.

Fu has been transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP),
facing charges for drunk driving
and evading responsibility. B

Int’l art biennale starts with
global call tomorrow

Khalel Vallo

The opening ceremony for
“Art Macao: Macao International
Biennale 2025” will be held
tomorrow at the Macau Cultural
Centre’s (CCM) Small Auditorium,
with the main exhibition to open to
the public the following day at the
Macau Museum of Art (MAM), the
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) said in
a statement on Tuesday.

Art Macao 2025 runs from this
month through October.

Curator Feng Boyi, whose
works  focus  primarily  on
contemporary Chinese art, was
quoted by the statement as saying
that this year’s theme is “Hey,
what brings you here?”, posing
introspective questions on identity,
origin, and belonging. According to
the statement, the exhibition invites
viewers to reflect on the “history,
memory, and current complexities
of Macau in a global context.”
The statement highlights that Feng
connects the featured works through
spatial installations and thematic
contrasts to provoke dialogue
between the self and the other.

The main exhibition spans three
floors of the museum, featuring
80 artworks by 46 artists from 13
countries and regions. Among them,
the statement said, are conceptual
pieces by Bart Hess, from the
Netherlands, who is known to
capture subtle interaction between
the human body and fashion using
wax; German Gregor Schneider
reputed for reconstructing physical
laws of spatial perception through
architectural installations; fellow
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This poster provided by the Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC) recently promotes
the upcoming “Art Macao: Macao
International Art Biennale 2025”, which
will be inaugurated tomorrow.

German Tobias Rehberger, who
explores the dialectical relationship
between humans and their physical
environments through systematic
constructions in social contexts;
and Xu Bing, from the Chinese
mainland, who reflects on human
civilisations through images of
lakes captured by satellites. The
statement noted that these works
explore everything from physical
perception to human civilisation
through surreal and abstract forms.

The biennale also includes
outreach  activities such as
curator talks and workshops.

Nearly 30 exhibitions will be
presented citywide across six
thematic sections, according to the
statement. B
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Guangdong-Macao products fair
to kick off next week

Rui Pastorin

The 2025 Guangdong &
Macao Branded Products Fair
(2025GMBPF) is slated to take
place from next Thursday through
Sunday at The Venetian Macao
Cotai Expo, featuring a raft of
activities across its different
exhibition zones.

According to a statement from
the Commerce and Investment
Promotion Institute (IPIM) on
Tuesday, emerging trends such as
innovative services for the ageing
population and  consumption
driven by cultural IP brands will be
introduced during its four-day run.

Exhibitiongoers and participants
will find activities including product
sales, business matching sessions,
forums and guided community
tours, while there will also be
multi-venue events in Macau and
Henggqin, the statement said.

The exhibition will comprise
five zones, namely the “Guangdong
Branded Products Area”, “Macao
Featured Products Area”, “Belt
and Road Area”, “Silver-haired
Lifestyle and Health Zone” and
“China Chic Products Zone”.

The statement said that the
Silver Health & Lifestyle area
“will showcase smart elderly care
solutions,  integrated  medical-

Institute (IPIM) recently shows fairgoers crowding The Venetian Macao’s exhibition
hall during last year’s Guangdong & Macao Branded Products Fair.

wellness  systems, and senior
consumer goods, all enabled by
innovative  technologies”.  The

“China Chic Product Zone”, which
is inspired by Lychee Bay in
Guangzhou, will feature a Sai Kwan
cultural corridor, alongside the
“72 Guangdong-Macao Street”, to
celebrate intangible cultural heritage
in China, the statement noted.
Meanwhile, the “Belt and Road
Area” will also feature products
displayed by first-time exhibitors
from Singapore, in addition

to enterprises from Indonesia,
Myanmar, Malaysia, and Thailand,
the statement added.

Having debuted in 2009, last
year’s edition, which covered
12,000 square metres for the
first time, featured the branded
products of over 450 exhibitors
from Guangdong, Macau, and
the “Belt and Road” regions, the
statement said, with last year’s
four-day run seeing 100,000 visits
and facilitating the signing of 65
project contracts. m

Albergue SCM gathers works
of 19 eminent female artists

Rui Pastorin

Nineteen of Macau’s eminent
female calligraphers and painters
are presenting over 30 artworks at
the A2 Exhibition Hall of Albergue
SCM*, each showcasing their
styles and passion for their art.

Organised by CAC — Circulo
dos Amigos da Cultura de Macau
(“Circle of the Friends of Macau’s
Culture”), the “Invitational
Exhibition of Works by Notable
Women Calligraphers and Painters”
kicked off last week and gathers
works of a total of 19 artists, each of
whom used their brushes and inks
to showcase Chinese ink art.

Exhibiting their works are
China Calligraphers Association
members Hong San San and Ho Lai
Sim, along with artists Ng Choi Ha,
Ma Tang, Fu Sio Fan, Chau Hon
Va, Lam Sau Lai, Ng Kam Fong,
Hong Iok Chan, He Qunzhen, Lam
Hong Kun, Ng Kam Lin, Tou Im
Fan, Wang Zhaorong, Wong Hei U,
Tsang Tseng Tseng, Mui Kim Fan,
Ng Lai Ping, and Leong Iok Leng.

In an exhibition booklet
provided at last week’s opening
ceremony, CAC President Carlos
Marreiros noted that each of the
accomplished artists bring their
own styles, with works featuring
traditional =~ Chinese  paintings,
calligraphy, seal engravings and
landscapes.

“Through this exhibition, we
hope to inspire a deeper appreciation
for the talent and spirit of female
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Various works by local female artists are displayed at the A2 Exhibition Hall of
Albergue SCM during the ongoing exhibition. — Photos taken last week by Rui Pastorin

artists”, Marreiros said in the
booklet, inviting exhibitiongoers
to step into their worlds, see
their achievements, and “feel the
enchanting allure of their art”.

The free-admission gallery is
located on Calcada da Igreja de
S. Lazaro (JAERIE), with the
exhibition open until August 17.

Visitors can admire the exhibits
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Mondays
and from noon to 7 p.m. during the
rest of the week. m

*Albergue is Portuguese for
“hospice”. SCM stands for Santa
Casa da Misericordia (“Holy
House of Mercy”), Macau s oldest
charitable organisation.
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Health Bureau urges public to
stay alert to chikungunya threat

Tony Wong

The Macau Health Bureau
(SSM) is urging residents to stay
alert to the threat of chikungunya
fever after considering the
ongoing outbreak of the disease
in Foshan City’s Shunde District
in  neighbouring  Guangdong
Province.

An SSM statement last night
noted that Shunde District’s
ongoing local transmissions
of chikungunya fever were
triggered by a case imported
from outside the mainland earlier
this month. As of Tuesday, the
statement noted, the district had
recorded 478 confirmed cases
of chikungunya fever, most of
which occurred in Lecong Town,
Beijiao Town, and Chencun
Town.

The statement said that all of
the chikungunya fever patients
in Shunde District had mild
symptoms.

The statement also said that
Macau recorded two and three
imported cases of chikungunya
fever in 2013 and 2019
respectively, all of them from
Southeast Asian countries, adding
that none of the five cases were
serious or fatal. Since then, the
statement underlined, Macau has
so far not recorded any cases of
chikungunya fever.

Chikungunya
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The statement noted that
chikungunya fever is a mosquito-
borne disease, with its symptoms
and transmission channels similar
to dengue fever.

Poster courtesy of WHO

Details in English about
chikungunya fever can be found
at:  https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/
healthtopics/content/24/6122.
html. m

Nvidia CEO eyes ‘great future’
in Chinese market

BEIJING — Hailing China as a
“dynamic and innovative” market,
Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
yesterday reaffirmed his long-term
commitment to the country during
a media briefing in Beijing.

The founder of one of the
world’s most valuable tech firms
is in the Chinese capital this week
for the opening ceremony of the
3rd China International Supply
Chain Expo. This is Huang’s third
visit to China since the start of
2025, and he plans to make the
most of it by also participating in
related events.

Noting that China has become
a leading technology market and
is growing rapidly, Huang told
reporters the country is a key
market with many dynamic and
innovative customers.

If you want to be a great
company and a great supplier, you
need not only excellent products but
also excellent customers. China has
that kind of customer, Huang said.

“We are doing our best to
serve the market here,” he added.

Eyeing what he called a
“great future” in the Chinese
market, Huang emphasized the
importance of further expanding
the company’s presence in China.

“If you want to maintain, you
have to invest,” he said. “The
market is moving so fast and
it’s so competitive — we have to

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang speaks to journalists as he arrives for a press

conference at a hotel in Beijing yesterday.

continue to advance ourselves.”

Huang, however, welcomed
the rise of Chinese competitors,
calling them a force for industry
progress.

Huang said that China has
formidable companies and the
technologies they’ve created are
impressive.

“They’re not my enemies,
they’re my competitors... and we
can make each other better. We
can make the market better, we can
make the industry better,” he said.

On Tuesday, Huang told a group
of journalists that the company
will resume the sales of its H20
Al chips to China. Following this
announcement, Nvidia’s shares
surged 4.04 percent.

Huang revisited this topic
at the media briefing yesterday.

- AFP

“I hope to get more advanced
chips into China than H20. And
the reason is that technology is
always moving on.”

“Some years from now, we will
have more and better technologies.
And 1 think it’s sensible that
whatever we are allowed to sell in
China will continue to get better
over time as well,” he said.

Huang also hailed the talent
pool of China, especially in the
sector of artificial intelligence.

“There are really extraordinary
engineers and professionals in
China,” said the senior executive.
“We are expanding in China all the
time. We continue to advance our
technology and our contribution
to markets, which will give us an
opportunity to hire more people.”

— Xinhua
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Mainland slams Lai Ching-te’s
‘transit’ plan to US

BEIJING — A Chinese mainland
spokesperson yesterday voiced firm
opposition to any form of official
interaction between the United States
and China’s Taiwan region, and
denounced Taiwan leader Lai Ching-te’s
attempt to “transit” through the United
States under any pretext or in any form.

Chen Binhua, a spokesperson for
the State Council Taiwan Affairs Office
(TAO), made the remarks in response to
a media query on Lai’s scheduled visit
to Paraguay, Guatemala, and Belize in
August, with planned “transit” trips to
New York and Dallas.

Chen urged the United States
to strictly abide by the one-China
principle and the provisions of the
three China-US joint communiques,
to handle Taiwan-related issues with
utmost prudence, and to refrain from
sending any wrong signals to “Taiwan
independence” separatist forces.

Chen noted that the one-China prin-
ciple is a prevailing consensus of the
international community and a funda-
mental norm of international relations.

He expressed hope that relevant
Latin American and Caribbean
(LAC) countries will recognize
the general trend, prudently handle
Taiwan-related issues, and join the
China-LAC community of friendship
and cooperation at an early date.

At the press conference, Chen
also refuted recent accusations from

Taiwan’s mainland affairs council,
which demanded an explanation over
what it claimed was an “attack” by
Chinese embassy staff in the Czech
Republic on the motorcade of Hsiao
Bi-khim, a politician with Taiwan’s
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),
during her visit to Prague last year.

He stressed that the mainland firmly
opposes any form of official interaction
between China’s Taiwan region and
countries that have diplomatic ties
with China, urging relevant countries
to adhere to the one-China principle
and not be swayed by “Taiwan
independence” separatist forces.

“Chinese  diplomats  always
observe the laws and regulations of
host countries,” Chen said, adding
that the so-called “attack” is a
complete fabrication.

He accused the DPP authorities
of once again maliciously exploiting
the incident to incite cross-Strait
confrontation, warning that “no matter
how many times a lie is repeated, it
will not become the truth.”

Chen reiterated that there is only
one China in the world and Taiwan is
an inalienable part of China’s territory.

“History cannot be rewritten, and
facts cannot be distorted,” he said, urging
the US side to stop pushing forward
negative Taiwan-related bills and
sending any wrong signals to “Taiwan
independence” separatist forces. — AFP

Chinese economy forges
ahead with resilient growth

Commentary

BEIJING — Despite growing global
uncertainties, the Chinese economy
continues to chart a course of resilient,
high-quality ~ development, posting
a robust 52 percent year-on-year
expansion in the second quarter of 2025.

The world’s  second-largest
economy achieved 5.3 percent growth
in the first half of the year, firmly
positioning itself to meet its annual
GDP target of around 5 percent. This
steady performance underscores the
effectiveness of China’s proactive
macroeconomic policies, which have
successfully maintained economic
stability despite mounting external
pressures. The outperformance of
key economic indicators vividly
illustrates the economy’s inherent
strength and dynamic potential.

These growth figures serve as a
powerful rebuttal to persistent critics
of China’s economic model, while
reaffirming the nation’s enduring
role as a stabilizing force and growth
engine for the global economy.

The foundation of China’s economic
resilience lies in its thriving consumption
sector, which contributed 52 percent
to GDP growth in the first half of the
year, according to official data. Strategic
initiatives like large-scale equipment
renewal and consumer goods trade-in
programs have effectively stimulated
domestic demand, creating sustainable
growth momentum.

Equally impressive is the rapid
development of new growth drivers.
Across China’s diverse regions,
development of new quality productive

forces suited to the local conditions and
the integration of technological with
industrial innovation are accelerating
the emergence of cutting-edge
industries, technologies, and business
models. This structural transformation,
cultivated through years of quality-
focused development, has significantly
enhanced the economy’s sustainable
development capacity.

China’s commitment to openness
remains unwavering despite rising
protectionism globally. The country
continues to advance high-level opening-
up and mutually beneficial international
cooperation. This is evidenced by the
establishment of 24,018 new foreign-
invested enterprises, up 10.4 percent
year-on-year, from January to May. It
is also highlighted by ExxonMobil’s
recent launch of its landmark chemical
complex in southern China — the
nation’s first wholly US-owned major
petrochemical project.

Substantial reforms are further
strengthening the country’s economic
framework. The implementation
of  groundbreaking legislation
supporting private enterprises ensures
fair market access and competition,
while this year’s streamlined negative
list has significantly reduced market
barriers, unleashing new waves of
economic vitality across all sectors.

With its pro-growth policies and
structural reforms continuing to bear
fruit, the Chinese economy — powered
by consumption, innovation, reform
and opening-up — is well-positioned to
maintain its growth trajectory through
the remainder of 2025. — Xinhua




